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Name of WGs
Expected TILF Deliverables for 1999
Description/Time frame
Expected Benefits  and Beneficiaries

TPT-WG, Road Transport Harmonisation  Group
Road Transport Harmonisation Project:

· The final phase (Phase V) is intended to develop a harmonised vehicle regulation system for APEC over a five year period. 

· In 1999, a Pilot Study will examine the impediments to achieve Bogor Declaration objectives in Australia and Thailand.


The project commenced in 1994. In the intervening period the scale of the problem has been identified, and analysis of the technical regulations, certification and approval systems applied in APEC economies have been completed. Phase V is planned as a three-stage process seeking to develop a harmonised regulatory system for road vehicles for safety and environmental protection.

Consultants have been selected for the Pilot Study to examine the regulatory arrangements in Australia and Thailand to provide guidelines to achieve effective certification systems and internationally harmonised regulations for the automotive sector. The final report is scheduled for the end of the calendar year 1999.

Preparations have also commenced to develop a new project proposal to commence in 2000 to extend the Pilot Study to all APEC economies (Stage 2).


A harmonised regulatory system for road vehicles will benefit all parties:

· Industry will be in a position to produce vehicles to meet a single set of regulations, thus reducing development, certification and approval costs.

· Through consistent certification and approval systems, APEC vehicle regulators will be able to mutually recognise approvals issued in other APEC economies.

· Harmonised regulatory systems will provide the APEC community with safe and environmentally friendly vehicles at reduced costs.

TPT-WG, Maritime Initiative
Deliverables:

· The development of an inventory of member economies’ international shipping policies and activities.

The results of a questionnaire on member economies’ maritime transport policies will be presented at TPT-WG 15 in April 1999.
This project aims to further develop a safe, efficient and competitive operating environment in the Region, which will benefit shipping firms and the companies whose goods are shipped.



TPT-WG, Air Services Group
Deliverables:

· Economies have been asked to submit to the TPT-WG, on a voluntary basis, individual reports describing how they are implementing the recommendations of the Air Services Group.

 
Voluntary reports will be submitted by interested economies during TPT-WG 15  (April) and TPT-WG 16 (October). 
The  implementation of the recommendations of the Air Services Group should: reduce business compliance costs; increase the opportunity for airlines and consumers; and, facilitate increased linkages and trading opportunities in the Region. 

TPT-WG, Safer Shipping in the  Asia Pacific Region Project
Deliverables:

· Workshops on IMO STCW Seafarer Training (Australia).
A program of training for Seafarer training instructors was implemented in the Philippines, where a large proportion of the world’s seafarers originate.  The program was intended to result in greater employment prospects for seafarers 

This Project will promote the provision of high quality instruction for seafarers consistent with the requirements of the revised provisions of the International Maritime Organisation Convention on the Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping (STCW).

The project was expected to be completed in 1997 but was delayed and will be completed in 1999.


Maritime trainers and trainee seafarers are the immediate beneficiaries of this project, as the training structure and curricula will be made responsive to the revised Convention.  Enhancing qualifications improves seafarers’ international employment prospects.

Ship owners, ship operators, port operators and related organisations will also ultimately benefit from highly skilled seafarers. 



TPT-WG - Electronic Commerce Project
Deliverables:

· Phase 1 of the electronic commerce project - Program to assist the implementation of electronic commerce for commercial messages.
This is a program of education and training (a five day course in up to 8 economies) designed to assist businesses (including government-owned) involved with international transport and related trading activities to implement electronic commerce systems.  The project is scheduled to commence in June and end in December 1999.


This project will result in greater knowledge and understanding of the various electronic commerce systems for business in the transport and related trading sectors.  Business participants are expected to proceed to the next stage of trialing and implementing the systems of their choice (Phase 2 and 3 of the projects).



TPT-WG - Electronic Commerce Sub Group
Deliverables:

· Electronic commerce seminar "Producing better business outcomes with electronic commerce for transport and trade in the new millennium"


This is a one day seminar to be held on April 20. 1999, in conjunction with the 15th TPT-WG meeting.  The seminar will address the following issues:


APEC's ongoing action plan for electronic commerce.


Successful applications of electronic commerce in transport and trade.


Paperless trading - making it happen.


Business friendly policy settings for electronic commerce.

· New technology.


The seminar will help progress the TPT-WG electronic commerce work program, including the implementation of the paperless trading initiative contained in the APEC electronic commerce Blueprint for Action endorsed by Leaders in November 1998.  Expected beneficiaries are businesses, government agencies, users and suppliers of electronic commerce (both hardware and software).
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