







	TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON. UNITED STATES APRIL 14�18 1997



I.	OPENING STATEMENT AND WELCOME

1.	The United States hosted the Eleventh Meeting of the Asia Pacifc Economic

Cooperation (APEC) Transportation (TPT) Working Group in Seattle, Washington,

United States, from 14�18 April 1997. On the first day of the meeting a seminar on

transportation congestion points was held, followed by meetings of project groups,

steering committees, and Shepherds/Heads of Delegations. It was then followed by

a two day plenary session, the proceedings of which are set out below. The meeting

concluded with visits to the Boeing Everett Plant and the Port of Seattle.



2.	Over 200 participants from 17 member economies (Australia, Brunei Darussalam,

Canada, Chile, the People's Republic of China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, the

Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, the Republic of the Philippines,

Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand and the United States of America) were in

attendance. Two representatives from the APEC Secretariat also attended the

meeting. A complete list of participants appears as Document

TPT/WG 11 /PLEN/INF.1.



3.	Opening remarks were made by the United States, as host economy, welcoming

delegates to Seattle and stressing the importance of the meeting, not only for the

exchanges of information and expertise on transportation issues in the region, but also

for advancing the TPT action program in its efforts to meet the goals of Bogor, Osaka,

and Manila Action Plan for APEC (MAPA).



4.	The first day of the meeting involved a seminar on "Transportation Congestion Points

and `Best Practices' in the Asia�Pacific Region". The seminar was chaired by the TPT

Congestion Points Steering Committee Chair, Gloria Jeff of the United States; and

was based on the recently completed APEC Congestion Points Study which identifies

specitic types and locations of transportation bottlenecks at airports, seaports and land

access points in the region, as w�ell as a "best practices" manual with case studies and

innovative approaches to resolving them. The seminar included representatives from

a number of economies who presented specifc case studies cited in Phase III of the

Congestion Points Study.

II.	CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA

5.	The agenda was adopted without amendment.

















           III                    SHEPHERDS' REPORT



 6.	      The She�herds' Report was submitted and discussed at the Heads of Deleaation

meeting. Some member economies questioned the need for reports and accompanying

matrices to the SO�N,1 and the Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI). The

Secretariat instructed members that the TPT is not autonomous, and must submit

reports accordina to APEC guidelines. The Lead Shepherd also uraed flexibilitv and

understanding of TPT member economies in responding to different APEC reporting

requirements that might change from year to year depending on guidelines from

Senior Officials and Leaders. Following agreement in the Heads of Delegation

meeting. the Lead Shepherd submitted a revised report to the plenary for approval.

The Shepherds' Report (TPT/WG11/PLEN3REV) was adopted. Revisions to the

ECOTECH and TILF matrices will be revised and resubmitted to the SOM and CTI.



         IV              SECRETARIAT REPORT BY DIRECTOR PROGRAM



The Director Program of the APEC Secretariat provided the following report (TPT/WG 11 /PL EN/4):



Meeting of APEC Economic Leaders in Subic



7.	                The APEC Economic Leaders met on 25 November 1996 in Subic, to deepen the spirit

of community in the Asia�Pacific region and reaffirm their commitment to sustainable

 growth and equitable development.



8.	                The Economic Leaders launched the implementation phase of their free and open trade

and investment agenda, delivered business facilitation measures, agreed to advance

common goals in the World Trade Organization (WTO), developed ways to strengthen

economic and technical cooperation, and engaged the business sector as a full partner

in the APEC process.



The Eighth APEC Ministerial Meeting Manila



9.	              The 8th APEC Ministerial Meeting was held on 22�23 November 1996 in Manila, the

Philippines. The Joint Statement of the Meeting and Declaration on Asia�Pacific

Economic Cooperation Framework for Strengthening Economic Cooperation and

Development can be found in the "Selected APEC Documents 1996".



10.	           Ministers welcomed the progress achieved by Senior Officials in ensuring that this

yeai s outputs reflected a balance and complementarity among the three pillars of

the Osaka Action Agenda (OAA), namely, trade and investment liberalization,

trade and investment facilitation, and economic and technical cooperation.



11.	            Ministers considered and adopted the MAPA 1996 for endorsement to APEC





















Economic Leaders. NIAPA integrates the IAPs and the Collective Action Plans (CAPS) of member economies, and Progress Reports on Joint Activities for Part II of the OAA.







Excerpt on Transportation in the APEC Ministerial Statement, Manila. November 1996



Ministers were pleased with the progress made by the Transportation Working Group (TPT) durinc1996 towards its goal of increasing the efficiency and improving the safety of the regional transportation system. In particular, they expressed satisfaction with the Transportation Congestion Points Study which will be completed in 1996, the Road Transport Harmonization Project, its survey of aviation personnel licensing requirements in the region, the first meeting of the Working Group's Urban Transport Forum and an options paper on more competitive air services with fair and equitable opportunity which had been transmitted to Transportation Ministers and included in the MAPA.



Ministers noted the priorities for cooperation and action identified by Transportation Ministers during their first meeting in Washington, D.C. in June 1995 and noted the advice that the Transportation Ministers are to meet again in June 1997 in Victoria, Canada.



Ministers also expressed appreciation for the efforts of the TPT to address cross�cutting concerns in areas such as infrastructure, sustainable development, human resource development and electronic data interchange.



                   Budget and Administrative Committee



12.	           The BAC met in the APEC Secretariat on 26�27 March 1997. The follow�ing are the

            issues discussed by the BAC which are relevant to the WGs:



13.           The BAC reviewed the implementation of APEC projects and urged Program

Directors of the Secretariat to continue monitoring the progress of projects and

provide assistance to ensure implementation of the projects and their timely

completion. The BAC reiterated that extensions of project deadlines should only be

the exception rather than the norm.



14            	The BAC reviewed the project progress reports and agreed that the progress reports

                                should continue to be presented in summary form, and that the evaluation forms

                                should continue to be presented in full.



15.	           The BAC reviewed progress reports on self�financed projects and generally felt that

                                while the information might not be exhaustive, the reports provided a fuller picture

                               of APEC activities in addition to APEC�fttnded projects. It was agreed that reports





















on self�financed projects in the present format should continue for the rest of 1997. and whether such reports should continue therearter should be reviewed in due course.



16.	The meeting aareed that the tentatively approved TILF projects should be considered

on their merits. in order to set high standards and good examples for applications in

the future. It was noted that some projects still failed to provide substantive backing

on how they contribute to the TILF process w�ith vide participation of APEC

members. and that where the design of the project was not fully satisfactory, the projects should be returned to the working groups or committees for reconsideration.After clarification the TPT-WG received approval to four TILF projects



17.	Two TPT projects, funded by the operational accourt, were approved in August 1996.

	They are the Road Transport Harmonization Project/Phase 3 for $50,000; and the Oil

	Spills Preparedness Arrangements survey for $5.000.



V.	TPT MANAGEMENT MATTERS



Report from Shepherds/Heads of Delegations Meeting



18.	Shepherds and Heads of Delegations met at the 11 th TPT meeting, continued the

	discussion of management issues which began at previous TPT meetings, and made

	a number of critical decisions that will become effective in 1998. (TPT/WGl 1/PLEN

c).



19.	In view of the proliferation of activities in the working group, Korea stressed the

	importance of enhancing an efficient management thereof, and Korea suggested an

	idea of clustering TPT activities to closely align future TPT work priorities with those

	that Transportation Ministers were likely to identify in the Joint Statement of the

	upcoming Ministerial meeting in Victoria, Canada.



20.	Having determined that clustering or grouping of TPT projects/activities would help

	the TPT better manage its work, avoid duplication, and would ensure coordination

		



�Propode�Funds

Re uested�Decision�Funds

Approved��TRANSPORTATION��USD $ ��USD$���TOTAL.�191, 340��180,700��1 International Vehicle Standards

Harmonization Seminar�TPT 01/97 T�16,000�Approved�16,000��2 Seafarers STCW Training�TPT 02/97 T�1 17,040�Approved�106,400��Workshop on Privatization or Corporatization 

of Transport Infrastructure Projects�TPT 03/97 T�36,500�Approved�36,500��4 Seminar on E. D. I. Implementation in Transport 

Sector�TPT 04/97 T�21,800�Approved�21,800��











among similar activities/projects, the Shepherds/Heads of Delegations established three TPT "S teering Committees" as follows:



1) more competitive transportation industri� (including infrastructure);



2) safe and environment�friendly transportation systems (including new technologies): and



3) human resources development (including training, research. and education)



21.	           Each of the above steering committees will be responsible for a number of TPT

	            projects or activities, and will be led by one of three TPT "Co�shepherds". Where

	            necessary, there would still be "project groups" led by "project coordinators", but a

	            group would not be needed for every TPT project. As different action items or

	            initiatives are undertaken, the TPT will decide whether an appropriate steering

	            committee would coordinate work on that item or whether a separate project group

	            was needed and, if so, whether it would exist permanently or for some specified period

	            of time.



22.	The Shepherds/Heads of Delegations also reviewed and updated the TPT Action

	Program, including the elimination of several initiatives or projects which are now

	completed and the addition of new activities. A revised action program was

	distributed during the 11 th TPT meeting (TPT/WG 11 /PLEN/5.1 REV). A future dyaft

	of the action program will organize all TPT activities and projects under the three new

	steering committees.



23.	Shepherds/Heads of Delegations discussed priority activities for 1998 APEC funding

	which were presented and adopted, with amendments, during the plenary.



24.	The Lead Shepherd shared with Heads of Delegations that the APEC Secretariat has

	now recommended a common structure/approach for leadership of all APEC working

	groups that would encourage greater participation of all member economies and

	ensure new and fresh approaches to each group's work. Each group would have a lead

	shepherd and a deputy shepherd, each of which would serve for a maximum of two

	years.



25.	TPT Shepherds/Heads of Delegations had an initial discussion of a proposal to have

	one Lead Shepherd and one Deputy Lead Shepherd beginning in 1998. They will

	continue this discussion and make final decisions regarding 1998 shepherds at the 12th

	TPT WG meeting, as well as determine the three steering committee co�shepherds.

	Decisions will also be made regarding TPT leadership in future years.



26.	The Shepherds/Heads of Delegations agreed that it would be useful for the TPT to

	develop a manual or guidebook (in looseleaf format to allow easy updating of all





















materials). The manual would include all important TPT documents and decision making tools. The Director Program of the APEC Secretariat agreed to manage the development of the TPT Nlanual. Once completed, each economy will be given a copy of the manual or guidebook and heads of delegations wlll be asked to bring the manual with them to TPT meetings. The Director Program also agreed to investigate options for developing a TPT brochure that would be available to the public.



            27.	Other issues discussed by Shepherds/Heads of Delegations included Mongolia's

	request for guest status in the TPT. It was agreed that the APEC Secretariat would

	inform Mongolia that the information regarding their request was not received in

	sufficient time to be considered by the TPT at this meeting. This request will be

	considered at the 12th TPT meeting.



            28.	TPT Shepherds/Heads of Delegations received a presentation from Canada on

	planning for the Victoria Ministerial meeting and reviewed an initial draft of the Joint

	Ministerial Statement.



           TPT Budget and Funding of TPT Projects



            29.	Following on the discussion begun by Shepherds/Heads of Delegations in identifying

	priority activities for 1998 APEC funding, members discussed the TPT budget and

	adopted the following (TPT/WG11/PLEN/5.2)



		Transportation Working Group

		Priorities for Budget Request

		1998



TPT�WG	Project	Activity	Account	Budget	Ranki

	Steering				(US $)	ng

	Com m ittee

Safe &	Urban Transport	Development/Publication	Operational	50,000            1

Environment	Forum	of Best Practices Manual

Friendly

Transport

More	Road Transport	Study to continue the	Operational	50,000             2

Competitive	Harmonization/	Harmonization of

Transport	Project Phase IV	Standards and Conformity

			Assesment for Automotive

			Product

HRD/Research/	Seafarers Project/	Study and Seminar	Operational	60,000             3

Education	Phase II









































HRD/Research.	Database on	Updated Report	Operational	             6,000             4

Education	Transportation	Second Edition

	Technolo�v

	Research"

Safe &	N/Iaritime Safety	Survey	Operational	25,000	5

Environment

Friendlv

Transport

Safe &	Technical	Exchange of transportation	Operational	                 ?                  6

Environment	Transport	personnel

Friendlv	Exchan2e

Transport	Program



TILF ACCOUNT



More	Privatization/	tnd Workshop/	TILF	38,580

Competitive	Corporatization	Mexico (1998)

Transport	in Transport	.

	Infrastructure



30.	It was agreed by the working group that the maritime safety project and the technical

	transportation exchange program would be developed further for future consideration

	of the group. The Working Group agreed that detailed budget proposals would be

	prepared for all projects once the projects had been sufficiently developed, would be

	circulated for approval of all members of the working group, and that those approved

	by the group would be submitted. to the BAC for its consideration. in June 1997.



            VI.	STATUS OF "95" MINISTERIAL INITIATIVES



Safety and Security Project



Satellite Navigation & Communication Project



31.	TPT�WG members agreed to recommend that Ministers endorse the Joint Policy

	Statement on Satellite Navigation and Communications Systems which calls for a

	series of cooperative actions to facilitate implementation of satellite�based navigation

	and communications systems in the APEC region and the establishment of an

	Advisory Group to monitor these cooperative actions.



32.	It was also agreed that the Canadian Minister would send a copy of the Joint Policy

	Statement personally to each of his APEC colleagues in early May.



































Group of Experts on Aviation Safety



33.	           The Group of Experts on Aviation Safety met and aareed in principle to a set of

	           recommendations to ~linisters set out in TPT/WGI l;PLEN6.lb. Over the next

	           months, the Group of Experts will work by correspondence and other

	commiulications media to agree on exact wording of the recommendations and the

	final report to Ministers.



Urban Transport Forum



            34.	Korea reemphasized the importance of the Urban Transport Forum, noting the success

	of the first Urban Transport Forum (UTF) held in Seoul, Korea in November 1996.

	Chinese Taipei then presented the plans for the second UTF

	(TPT/WGl 1/PLEN/6 2a), which will be held in there in September 1997. The

	purpose of the forum is to develop transportation systems that help reduce congestion

	and are energy efficient and environmental friendly, taking particular note of the value

	of mass transit in achieving these objectives. The Working Group agreed that a best

	practices manual, based on the results and findings of the urban transport fora held in

	Korea, Chinese Taipei, and possibly a third in another member economy, would be

	produced. The TPT�WG approved a budget request for the development and

	publication of a best practices manual on addressing urban transport congestion issues.

	This request �� for US$ 50,000 �� will be submitted to the BAC at its June 1997

	meeting.



Group on More Competitive Air Services with Fair and Equitable Opportunity



            35.	Singapore reported that the Options Paper developed by the small group (now called

	the Group) in October 1995 was transmitted, without change, to Transportation

	Ministers in September 1996 by the New Zealand Minister. The New Zealand

	Minister suggested the Options Paper be endorsed and that the Group be reconvened to

	further its work on the eight options identified. The Group is awaiting the

	Transportation Ministers' direction at the second Ministerial Meeting.



            Technical Transportation Exchange Program



             36.	The United States tabled a survey of existing activities for exchange of technical

	transportation personnel and mechanisms for funding future exchange activities

	(TPTIWG11/PLEN/6.4). The United States requested that member economies submit

	responses to the survey in a timely fashion so that a final report can be made at the

	12th TPT meeting. Australia and the United States are to consider whether a































proposed exchange of aviation regulaton� offcials and personnel (TPT �WG I 1, PLEN, 7.8) can be encompassed '%;~ithin the Technical Transportation Exchange Program.



Feasibility of Centre for Transportation Research, Development and Education



          37.	The Steering Committee on the Initial Investigation for the Feasibility of a Center for

	Transportation Research, Development, and Education in the Asia Pacific Region

	reached a consensus on the format and substance of a questionnaire for the survey

	(TPT/WG 11 /PLEN/6.5 REV).



          38.	The survey w�ill take inventory of available institutions in the region that provide

	research, development and education services and would determine the compatibility

	of each for a network that could constitute a "center" for transportation research,

	development and education. The 13th TPT�WG will decide on further steps needed to

	be taken to establish a "Virtual Center" of Transportation Research Development and

	Education in the Asia Pacific Region.



Establishment of Group to Facilitate Privatization or Corporatization of Infrastructure Projects



          39.	The Experts Group to Facilitate Privatization or Corporatization of Transport

	Infrastructure Projects in APEC held its second meeting on 15 April 1997 in Seattle.



         40.	The Working Group noted the progress made by Indonesia in preparing the first

	Workshop on Privatization or Corporatization of Transport Infrastructure Projects

	which is to be held in Bali, Indonesia on 20�22 August 1997

	(TPT/WG 11 /PLEN/5.2a.5).



          41.	The Working Group expressed its appreciation to Mexico for its consent to conduct

	the second workshop to be held in Mexico in April 1998. The Working Group also

	agreed upon the budget request for the workshop which was submitted to the Working

	Group by the Experts Group (TPT/WG11/PLEN/6.6 and 6.6a).



         42.	In moving forward with the TPT's work in this area, Korea suggested that the working

	group closely monitor the activities of , and make use of any possible outcomes of,

	other APEC fora, such as the Infrastructure Workshop under the Economic

	Committee.











































VII. 	STATUS OF ONGOING PROJECTS



Survey of Transportation Systems and Services/APEC TPT Home Page



43.	Following on a discussion held at previous TPT meetings, delegates decided to

	convent the Survey of Transportation Systems and Services into electronic means. The

	United States tabled a document (TPT/WG11/PLEN/7.1) calling for the creation of a

	TPT home page connected to the APEC Secretariat homepage. This would be

	accomplished through the use of a File Transport Protocol (FTP). The survey, as well

	as other TPT documents, will be uploaded into the APEC homepage. The Working

	Group endorsed the U.S. proposal.



44.	The group also discussed the issue of access to the survey, in particular for subscribers

	to the original printed version of the survey. The group accepted the US proposai to

	those subscribers a password, and allow only member economies and paid subscribers

	to access the survey or other marketable TPT documents.



45.	The Director Program of the APEC Secretariat was asked to implement the group's

	decisions.



Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) Project



46.	Australia provided two documents on (1) Review of Messaging Trials

	(TPT/WGII/PLEN/7.2b) and (2) Requirement for Paper Documents

	(TPT/VVGII/PLEN/7.2a).



47.	The TPT�WG agreed with the two recommendations in the first document that

	member economies would consider means of support and assistance (including

	financial where appropriate) to their project coordinator and provide Australia with

	information on how they are able to assist in identifying businesses in their economies

	for participation in the messaging trials.



48.	The meeting noted that information on customs electronic messaging projects would

	be obtained from the Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI) to assist in identifying

	opportunities for business partnerships in economies which are currently progressing

	electronic customs clearance systems.



49.	The TPT�WG also noted that a progress report on the messaging trials involving

	businesses in Singapore, Malaysia and the United States with businesses in Australia is

	expected to be available for the TPT�WG's 12th meeting.



















50.             The second document provides information on international efforts to develop a model

                  law in order to give electronic messa~zes the same recognition as paper documents. The

                  model law~ is seen as being of assistance in giving effect to the TPT�WG's decision at

                  the 8th meetin; to seek elimination of requirements for paper documents as soon as

                  practicable w�ithin the next ten years.



51.              The TPT-WG agreed to review progress in eliminating requirements for paper

                   documents at the TPT�WG's 12th meeting, and that member economies would prior to

                   the meeting provide Australia with information to update the summary on paper

                   document requirements shown in Attachment A to TPT/WGII/PLEN/7.2a.



52.              Australia proposes to obtain further information on model laws as a means of assisting

                   in eliminating legal requirements for paper documents, and will provide details to

                   member economies for consideration. Member economies were encouraged to forward

                   to Australia any comments or suggestions on possible actions for inclusion in a report

                   to the TPT�WG's 12th meeting.



Study of Transportation Congestion Points



53.              The Congestion Points Steering Committee reported on the completion of the final

                   phase of the study effort. A successful one�day seminar on congestion points and

                   "best practices" of economies in the region. The seminar was well attended, and

                   included a number of presenters from various APEC economies. The Steering

                  Committee also presented the "Best Practices" Manual and Technical Report Volumes

                  1 and 2 (on sea and air transportation) to the Transportation Working Group as its final

                  deliverable. In addition, the Working Group adopted the recommendations of the

                  Steering Committee on next steps which are listed in TPT/WG11/PLEN/7.3 and 7.3a;

                  adopted the "Best Practices" Manual as an APEC publication of the Transportation

                  Working Group; authorized the Secretariat to offer the "Best Practices" Manual for

                  sale at the price of $50.00(US); agreed to continue to monitor implementation of the

                           "best practices" by the member economies. The Working Group also agreed to

                             dissolve the Congestion Points Study Steering Committee with appreciation and

                             commendation for achievement of the study effort, and to establish an intermodal task

                             force which would provide guidelines, standards, and provisional options associated

                             with an integrated transport system.

 

          Technology Research Database



 It was agreed that Japan would publish hard copies of the updated database in 1998, in compliance with the decision of the 9th TPT�WG. It was approved that the budget  

  



















request for the publication (US$ 6,000) would be submitted to the BAC.



55.	It was also agreed that the database would be made accessible on the APEC TPT�WG

	homepage (when the homepage becomes available); and that Japan, in cooperation

	Mth the APEC Secretariat. would prepare and report to the next TPT�WG meeting. It

	was also noted that the TPT�WG would reconsider the necessity of the publication of

	hard copies taking into account the development of the accessibility on the Intemet.

	(TPT/WG 11 /PLEN/7.4).



Road Transport Harmonizadon Project/Phase 3



56.	The Project Group presented a report of its meeting to the TPT�WG for consideration

	(TPT/WG11/PLEN/7.5a REV). A progress report of the Road Transport

	Harmonization Project (TPT/WGl 1/PLEN/7.5) summarized the findings of the 1996

	consultancy analysis of 51 vehicle design features regulated in the APEC region.TPT�

	WG were advised that it is intended to utilize the APEC Secretariat Intemet site to

	publish the detailed findings of the consultants report. JASIC, the consultant for the

	1996 work, has agreed to undertake the 1997 consultancy to analyze 20 additional

	vehicle design features together with a survey of functional equivalence developments

	in member economies. An International Automotive Standards Harmonization

	Seminar is being organized by the Project Group to be staged in September 1997.

	Provisional arrangements were provided to members in TPT/WG11/PLEN/5.2a.3.

	TILF funding has been granted for travel and accommodation costs for UN/ECE

	officials to present WP29's working arrangements and organization to the seminar.

	The venue of the seminar is to be decided after consultation and consensus agreement

	with Project Group members.



57.	The project group's report was noted by the TPT�WG.



Model Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MIRA)



           A final draft of the model MR.A was accepted by the Working Group

	(TPT/WGl 1/PLEN/7.10a REV) on condition that:



		the model MRA would be issued complete with the Explanatory Note and;



		the contents and legal status of an actual MRA should be finally decided by

		negotiations among the economies concemed, taking into account the domestic

                                legal framework in each member economy party to an arrangement



































































                59.	The Transportation Working Group agreed to forward the model L1RA to the Transport    Ministers for endorsement, noting conditions outlined in paragraph 62 above.



            Seafarers Training Project



           60.	The TPT�WG endorsed the recommendations in the final report of the Seafarers Training Project/Phase 1 (TPT/WG11/PLEN/7.6). The WG agreed to the budget proposal for the Seafarers Project/Phase 2 (TPT/WG11/PLEN/7.6a).



             Regional Cooperation on Oil Spills Preparedness and Response Arrangements



             61.	The TPT�WG noted the report of the Philippines (TPT/WG11/PLEN/7.7) that as of 10 April 1997, all eighteen APEC economies have submitted their existing arrangements to complete the inventory. It was also reported that the target period for dissemination of the report would be by the third quarter of the year.



              Aviation Personnel Licensing



             62.	         The Australian delegation advised that with resolution of the issue on whether the

	          proposed exchange program of APEC regulatory officials came under the umbrella of

	         the Technical Transportation Exchange Program (TTEP) (as agreed under TTEP at

	          Agenda Item 6) the project would be complete (TPT/WGII/PLEN/7.8). Members

	agreed that it would then be appropriate to provide a final report to TPT�WG12.



              63.	Australia also canvassed members' views on providing results of the surveys of

	aviation personnel licensing in APEC economies to European economies in the

	context of a proposed survey using the survey methodology adopted for the survey of

	APEC economies. The TPT�WG agreed that the results could be made available.



             Port Experts Group



             64.	The second meeting of the Port Experts Group (the Group) chaired by Japan was held

	on 15 April 1997 with the participation of port experts from 14 economies

	(TPT/WG 11 /PLEN/7.9).



             65.	Six Theme Coordinators presented the draft Scope of Works for six themes which had

	been approved in the last Group meeting and the Group finalized all the Scope of

	Works through discussion.















        66.	All member economies agreed that the six Theme Coordinators shall be also in charge

	of each theme for the implementation stage. The Group also discussed and approved

	the implementation programs of six themes including the schedule.



        67.	The Group has supported the objectives of the Congestion Points Study and the major

	outcomes of the Study will be considered to complete the work of the Group. It is also

	stressed and reconfirmed by all member economies that the work of the Group include

	port infrastructure, port administration, management and operation with special

	emphasis to improve the efficiency of port traffic.



         Maritime Initiative



       68.	Following the decision of the l Oth TPT�WG to consider how to contribute to the

	development of maritime transport in this region, a Maritime Initiative Meeting

	chaired by Japan was held on April 15, 1997 with participation from 11 economies.



       69.	Japan conducted a questionnaire survey of members' interests on maritime issues to

	contribute to the progress of discussion prior to this meeting and presented the result of

	the survey. In the meeting, what themes TPT�WG should address and how to proceed

	with the maritime discussion were discussed on the basis of the results of Japan's

	survey. Possible duplication of work was discussed in terms of other on�going

	activities in APEC and other international fora.



       70.	The interests of member economies in pursuing work in the area of maritime safety

	was recognized. It was agreed that this work could be addressed in conjunction with

	the establishment of an Experts Group on Maritime Safety.



       71.	Japan proposed that members will prepare proposals for their projects of interest with

	careful considerations to necessary points, particularly duplications of work. Members

	who were planning to propose projects agreed.



       72.	The Group discussed the U.S. proposal that to achieve efficient implementation of

	maritime activities of TPT, members should develop a "Maritime Mission Statement"

	which describes principles and a framework of goals of such activities, covering all

	maritime issues. It was agreed that TPT�WG initiate necessary work for the

	development of the Maritime Mission Statement and advise this to the Ministers,

	through Senior Officials, at the Victoria Ministerial Meeting.

	(TPT/WG 11 /PLEN/7.11 a).



        73.	New Zealand urged the TPT�WG to be consistent with existing APEC goals in













developing the draft Mission Statement.



Intelligent Transport Systems� Special Interest Group



74.	The meeting noted reports on developments in ITS from Australia

	(TPT/WGII/PLEN/7.12), Chinese Taipei (TPT/WGILPLEN/7.12a), Republic of Korea

	(TPT/VVGII/PLEN/7.12c) and the United States (TPT/WGII/PLEN/7.12b).



75.	It was agreed that the ITS Special Interest Group would continue to operate on an

	informal basis until such time as it may become appropriate to establish a more

	permanent ITS group. Altematively, the ITS activity could be assigned to the oversight

	of one of the three TPT Steering Committees, when they are established.



76.	Australia, as lead economy, suggested the possibility of holding a meeting of the

	Special Interest Group in conjunction with the 4th World Congress on ITS, to be held

	in Berlin 21�24 October, 1997. The suggestion was accepted in principle, and

	Australia will contact member economies on meeting possibilities.



77.	Korea commended Australia on its efforts in leading the Special Interest Group on ITS,

	and supported its idea that the Group would maintain the present informai way of

	cooperating until the group develops a concrete scope of work. Korea introduced a

	showcase project on ITS in Korea and reiterated that the 5th World Congress on ITS

	would be held in Seoul in 1998.



         PREPARATION FOR 2ND MINISTERIAL, CANADA, JUNE 1997



78.	Canada confirmed that plans are well advanced for the second APEC Transportation

	Ministerial Meeting to be held in Victoria, Canada, June 22�24th, preceded on June

	21 st by a Senior Officials meeting. All economies were encouraged to submit their

	lists of delegation members and finalize the identity of the proposed speakers by May

	9th. Canada also announced that twelve economies have so far indicated they will be

	bringing youth delegates, and clarified that youth from government and industry� as

	well as university students� are welcome to participate. Finally, the Heads of

	Delegations agreed to focus on the following key topics as the basis of the joint

	ministerial statement: safe and environment friendly transportation systems; trade

	facilitation; more competitive transportation operating environment; infrastructure

                  development; human resource development; and new transportation technologies











	

�Draft Joint Ministerial Statement



79.	The TPT�WG members reviewed and commented on the Draft Joint Ministerial

	Statement (TPT,IWG11/ PLEN/8.2) for the second APEC Transportation Ministenal

	meeting, an earlier version of which had been discussed at the Heads of Delegation

	meeting the previous day.



80.	Canada agreed to revise the document to reflect these discussions and to make it

	available to members prior to the conclusion of the 11 th TPT�WG. It was agreed that

	members would provide Canada with further comments, if any, on

	TPT/WG11/PLEN/8.2REV2 by no later than May 2, 1997. It was further agreed that

	Canada would revise the document accordingly and include it in the next ministerial

	mailout.



          IX.	     TABLING OF REPORTS FROM MEMBER ECONOMIES



81.	A number of economies tabled written reports providing updated information and new

	developments on their respective transportation systems.

82.	An oral report (TPT/WGl 1/PLEN/9.12) was provided by Chile regarding the

	Mejillones �� a gateway to integrate the APEC region with the middle west of South

	America.

          X.	     OTHER ISSUES



          Pacific Economic Cooperation Council (PECQ



83.	Information was provided regarding the active participation of PECC Canada in the

	forthcoming Transportation Ministerial, in particular the arrangements for the

	Minister�Industry Symposium.



84.	It was also reported that the PECC General Meeting will be held September 30�

	October 2, 1997 in Santiago, Chile.



         Other General Business



85.	Mexico announced two international meetings to be held in Mexico in the near future:

	OECD Conference on International Transport Networks and Logistics (June 3�5, 1997,

	Mexico City) and a Dialogue/ Workshop on Infrastructure Development (June 18�20,

	1997, Los Cabos, BC).





















86.	            The New Zealand Shepherd reminded members of the need for cooperation in

	             submitting papers for TPT meetings in accordance with the group's four�week rule.

	            The Lead Shepherd also requested that there be only one contact person per economy

	       in order to be more efficient and cost�effective.



	        XI.	FUTURE MEETINGS



87.              Chinese Taipei offered to host the 12th meeting of the Working Group on September

		           29�October 3, 1997. The Chair, on behalf of the group, graciously accepted Chinese

		            Taipei's offer.



88.	          Mexico offered to host the 13th meeting of the TPT in the spring of 1998. Chile

	          offered to host the 14th meeting in the fall of 1998, but indicated its willingness to host

	          the 15 th meeting in the spring of 1999 in order to honor the usual alternating venues

	          for APEC meetings. Other economies, particularly those which have not yet hosted a

	          TPT meeting were asked to consider hosting the 14th meeting.



89.	          It was agreed that TPT meeting hosts should comply with all the rules and practices for

	         holding TPT meetings that had been developed over the past several years.



           XII           CHAIRS REPORT AND CLOSING REMARKS



 90            The Working Group adopted the Chairs Report (TPT/WG11/PLEN/12REV).



 91.	        The Chair, in closing remarks, expressed great appreciation, on behalf of the United      States, for the  cooperative efforts of all member economies which had contributed to   a  successful and productive meeting.  The United States was thanked for the excellent job it had done in hosting and chairing the 11th  TPT-WG.  The meeting was then  adjourned.






