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19TH APEC TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP MEETING

REPORT OF THE ELECTRONIC COMMERCE GROUP MEETING

Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam, 3 April 2001

Present:

Representatives from the following economies attended the meeting: Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Chile, China, Japan, Philippines, Singapore, United States of America.

The meeting was chaired by Ms Joanne Blackburn of Australia who opened the meeting, welcomed all present and thanked them for their attendance.  

Guest Presentation

The Group was fortunate to have a presentation on current and future development of electronic commerce in Brunei Darussalam.  The presentation was made by Mr Ang Kian Guang, from the Ministry of Communications.  In the presentation, Mr Ang drew attention to the development and implementation of a National IT Strategy 2000 in Brunei Darussalam, the work of the E-ASEAN Grpoup, the development of the BIZBrunei.com business resource centre for SME’s and MNC’s in Brunei Darussalam, the establishment of a Brunei IT Council and the formation of a National Task Force on E-Commerce to implement an action plan for 2000-2004 on public and private sector electronic commerce implementation.

A copy of the slides for Mr Ang’s presentation is on the APEC TPT-WG website.  The presentation was very useful in demonstrating to all participants that there are many common electronic commerce implementation problems in APEC economies and the effort being made in Brunei is a good example for all economies to consider.

Papers under consideration

The meeting considered the following papers issued by Australia for TPT-WG 19:

1. Project Proposal for a Port Discussion Group Project (TPTWG19/SCCT/EC/6).

2. Progress Report on the APEC Paperless Trading Demonstration Project(TPTWG19/SCCT/EC/2)

3. Progress Report on the project HRD Steering Committee’s Pilot Electronic Commerce Training in Maritime Transport (for information of the Electronic Commerce Group) (TPTWG19/SCCT/EC/3)

4. Progress Report on the Port Expert Group’s Electronic Port Manifest Project 
(for information of the Electronic Commerce Group) (TPTWG19/SCCT/EC/5)

5. Progress Report on the APEC Paperless Trading Initiative – Electronic Commerce Steering Group (ECSG) Matrix(TPTWG19/SCCT/EC/8)

6. Report on the APEC High Level Symposium on E-Commerce and paperless trading, Beijing, China, February 9-10, 2001 (TPTWG19/SCCT/EC/7)

7. Future Work Program of the Electronic Commerce Group and Transportation Ministers Meeting in Peru 2001 (TPTWG19/SCCT/EC/4).

Reports on Current Projects

1. APEC Paperless Trading Demonstration Project (TPTWG19/SCCT/EC/2)
Ms Blackburn advised the meeting that the RFP for the project will be finalised shortly after TPT-WG 19.  Since the project funding is above US$50,000 the consultant will be selected in an APEC wide tendering process.  The RFP will be circulated to HODs as soon as it becomes available.  It will also be published on the TPT-WG web site.

The meeting noted that the project will be conducted in two stages: (1) an initial analysis of key documents required for international cross-border trade and currently provided in p-aper form with the development of salutations to assist business and government institutions replace the mwith electronic forms; (2) a demonstration of the applicability of the electronic forms to the trading process through a health certification trial between fore or more APEC economies.

Australia called upon economies who wish to participate in the trial to provide details of their business who are currently using the SANCRT as part of their trade within APEC including Australia.  This information will help Australia to identify trading partners to participate in the SANCRT trial. 

Recommendation:  That the Steering Committee note the progress report be noted and urge economies interested in participating in the SANCRT trial to contact Australia as soon as possible.

2. Progress Report on the HRD Steering Committee Pilot Electronic Commerce Training in Maritime Transport Project (TPTWG19/SCCT/EC/3)
The meeting noted that the maximum number of economies that can be accommodated under the project budget has been reached.  Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong (China), Indonesia, Mexico, New Zealand, the Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam have confirmed participation in the project.  The project is being undertaken by the Carley Corporation, Orlando, Florida, USA.  There is a demonstration website including a prototype of the course at http://www.carleycorp.com/apec for economies interested in viewing how the training program will be conducted.

The meeting noted that the course will be provided in two parts : (1) a three week self-paced learning module which can be completed by any number of participants – there is no limitation on numbers for this part of the course; and (2) an interactive, facilitated, project based learning activity over 9 weeks which will be available to a maximum number of 40 participants.  The 40 participants for the second part of the course will be selected by competitive examination at the end of the first part of the course and the top 4 participants from each economy will be invited to participate in the second part of the course.

The meeting noted that identified local coordinators for this project should now be identifying businesses and individual participants for the training.  All necessary information about the training is in the brochure which is attached to the progress report (TPTWG19/SCCT/EC/3). Economies could hand out this brochure to industry.

The course will take approximately three months and will begin in June 2001.  Businesses and government organisations concerned with all modes of transport (sea, air, road and rail) are encouraged to participate.

The prototype course can be viewed at: www.carleycorp.com/apec.  This web site is also used to share information about the project.  Local coordinators and other interested parties are encouraged to visit regularly for the latest updates. 

The project consists of 2 phases.  An unlimited number of people can participate in Phase 1.  During this phase participants learn self-paced by accessing information material from the web site.  Only the 4 best participants from each economy will proceed to Phase 2, where they will learn by solving practical problems in a team.

Recommendation:  That the Steering Committee note the progress report and encourage the 10 participating economies to start to identify organizations and individuals to participate in the training as soon as possible.

3. Progress report on the PEG Electronic Port Manifest Project (TPTWG19/SCCT/EC/5)
Ms Blackburn advised the meeting that the RFP for the project will be finalised shortly after TPT-WG 19.  Since the project funding is below US$50,000 the consultant will be selected in an Australian tendering process.  However, consultants from other economies are encouraged to participate in the tendering process by submitting their proposals to Australia.  The RFP will be circulated to HODs as soon as it becomes available.  It will also be published on the TPT-WG web site.

The Electronic Commerce Group welcomed the Port Experts Group’s involvement in electronic commerce issues and noted that the proposed project would complement the work of the APEC Paperless Trading Initiative including the work conducted by the Electronic Commerce Group.

Recommendation:  That the Steering Committee note the progress report and urge all economies interested in participating in the Electronic Port Manifest Project to contact Australia as soon as possible.

Reports on activities in other fora

High Level Symposium on Paperless Trading

The meeting received a report on the outcomes of the High Level Symposium on Paperless Trading hosted by China 9-10 February 2001. (document (TPTWG19/SCCT/EC/7) and noted the following recommendations for follow-up action from the Symposium:

· Undertaking pilot projects, on a voluntary basis, the deomnnstrate the feasibility of meeting the APEC goals of paperless trading by 2005 or 2010;

· Developing Individual Action Plans to achieve the paperless trading target;

· Establishing in alliance among businesses engaged in e-commerce; and

· Adopting a more systematic and comprehensive approach to cooperation efforts undertaken by APEC fora on issues such as legislation, security and certification, authentication and infrastructure.

The meeting noted that the TPT-WG is required to report to SOMII on its evaluation of the recommendations from the Symposium and incorporation of the recommendations in its work program.

As this matter was not drawn to attention in time for delegates to prepare to discuss this matter, the Chair suggested that Australia would prepare a short paper on how this request from SOM might be met within the TPT-WG which would be circulated to Heads of Delegation and members of the Electronic Commerce Group after the meeting for intersessional agreement.

Recommendation:  The Steering Committee note the report of the outcomes of the High Level Symposium on Paperless Trading and agree that Australia will prepare a short draft report to SOM on TPT-WG’s consideration of the recommendations of the Symposium for intersessional consideration by all delegations.

ECSG Meeting and the Paperless Trading Matrix

The meeting also received a report on the work of the ECSG at its recent meeting in Canberra on the Matrix which was being managed by Australia on behalf of the TPT-WG in this forum (TPTWG19/SCCT/EC/8).  The meeting noted commitments by several economies to provide a response to the questionnaire distributed by the ECSG by 15 April and that in the absence of further responses, Australia, on behalf of the TPT-WG would withdraw this work from the ECSG as obviously being of limited interest to participants.

Recommendation:  The Steering Committee note the report and that in the absence of further responses from economies to Australia by 15 April, Australia on behalf of the TPT-WG will terminate this work in the ECSG.
.

Joint meetings 

The Electronic Commerce Group was then pleased to undertake two separate meetings with other expert and project groups in the TPT-WG.  The first was a joint meeting with the Port Experts Group to consider a project proposal submitted by Australia entitled Port Discussion Group Project.  The second was a joint meeting with the Intermodal Taskforce and the Intelligent Transportation Systems Group to consider a proposal for an agenda item at the third APEC Transportation Ministers meeting to be held later this year joint work on the development of an end-to-end demonstration project addressing ITS issues relating to the intermodal interfacew between port terminals and land transport options.

Joint meeting with the Port Experts Group

This meeting was held to consider a project proposal put forward by Australia for consideration for funding approval.  The project was called Port Discussion Group Project.  

There was a very lengthy discussion on this project proposal which drew out a lot of information and comment on both electronic commerce activities in the port environment and issues relating to the efficient operations of ports.  The joint meeting was a very successful forum for this discussion. 

As a result of the discussion in the joint meeting, it was agreed that Australia would recast the project as follows:

· The title to be changed to “Electronic Intraport Community Discussion Group Pilot Project Proposal”

· The scope of the project be reduced to a pilot project proposal involving 1-2 ports only with reduction in the request funding (although the meeting noted that reducing the number of participating ports from the originally proposed 8 to 1-2 ports will increase the marginal cost of the project per port as there are fixed costs associated with the initial research and development which do not change through reducing the number of participating ports)

· The concept of commitment through self funding be embodied in the project proposal through separately identifying the costs which would be associated with hosting and administering the proposed website as costs which will be met by participating ports;

· Modifying the methodology of the project to include an investigation of port communication problems or obstacles and casestudies on solutions which are being implemented, whether face to face or electronic.

On the basis of the project being recast as suggested, and circulated out of session to all delegations for final consideration, the joint meeting approved the project for submission to the Steering Committee for approval.

Recommendation: The Steering Committee note that the project is to be recast as set out above and that subject to that revision, the Steering Committee recommend to Plenary the approval of the project.

Joint Meeting with the Intermodal Taskforce and the Intelligent Transportation Systems Experts Group

The Joint Meeting was formed to consider two items: a project proposal put forward to the ITF by Australia for a project on container tracking and tracing technologies and a proposal for an agenda item at the Third APEC Transportation Ministers Meeting for the development of  an end-to-end demonstration project addressing ITS issues relating to the intermodal interfacew between port terminals and land transport options.

Further details of these discussions, and the recommendations from the joint meeting are set out in the reports of the ITS Experts Group and the Intermodal Task Force.

The Electronic Commerce Group welcomed the opportunity to participate in this meeting and to support the development and implementation of both parts of this proposed joint project.  

Recommendation: The Steering Committee to note the development of this joint two part project involving the combined resources of three expert groups and that, in the event that the project is approved and proceeds, it will be managed through future joint meetings of the three groups as required.  The Steering Committee recommend to Plenary approval of both the project proposal put forward at this meeting by Australia on Container Tracking and Tracing and the development of the demonstration part of the project for consideration at the first TPT-WG meeting in 2001.

Future Work Program of the Electronic Commerce Group and Transportation Ministers Meeting in Peru 2001

The meeting considered a paper prepared by Australia on the future work program for this group (document TPTWG19/SCCT/EC/4) submitted to the last meeting of the Group in Miyazaki, Japan.  The item required consideration of 2 issues: whether we should continue to have an Electronic Commerce Group in the TPt-WG and if so, what should it focus its future efforts on.

The meeting concluded that in light of the focus of Leaders and Trade Ministers on implementation of the paperless trading initiative, technology and human capacity building, it would not be appropriate for the TPT-WG to stop working on electronic commerce.  The meeting discussed the 5 options for a future work program in the paper submitted for the item and concluded that it would pursue the following priority activities in its future work and would make a recommendation along these lines to Transport Ministers;



“The first priority for the future work of the Electronic Commerce Group will be human capacity building including electronic commerce education, training and awareness raising.  The priority was agreed in light of the work being done in the HRD on the Pilot Electronic Commerce in Maritime Transport project and the model that offered for future cost effective electronic commerce training delivery.  The second priority for the Group will be activities directed to achieving the paperless trading goals agreed by APEC Leaders and Trade Ministers with a particular focus on activities which promote the use of electronic commerce as a trade facilitation tool.  The third priority for the group will be continued sharing of information, resources and ideas with other groups both within the TPT-WG, such as the ITF, ITS Experts Group and the PEG and with other APEC fora such as the Telecommunications Working Group and the Sub-Committee on Customs Procedures”.
Recommendation: The Steering Committee note the conclusion of the group that it is valuable to continue to have an Electronic Commerce Group as part of the work of the TPT-WG and endorse the priorities for future work as set out above.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the Chair thanked all participants for their contributions to the work of the meeting noting that the Group had enjoyed its nomadic day moving between its own meeting and the two joint meetings it had attended.  The contribution of Brunei Darussalam to the work of the meeting, through its attendance, participation and the report of Mr Ang on electronic commerce developments in Brunei Darussalam was particularly appreciated.
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