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NINETEENTH APEC TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP MEETING BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN APRIL 2001
AGENDA ITEM: PROGRESS REPORT ON EFFICIENCY IN THE FACILITATION OF INTERNATIONAL SEABORNE TRADE
Australia
Background
This joint TPT-WG SCCP project was endorsed at the 17th meeting of the TPT-WG in March 2000 and the 1st meeting of the SCCP in February 2000. The final approval for funding of $54,340 was given at the BMC meeting from 26 - 28 July 2000.
This project aims to improve efficiency in seaborne trade in South East Asia, and is open to all economies for participation.
This project will engage a consultant to establish a contact group. The purpose of the group will be to identify the most efficient practices in customs, immigration, quarantine and port authority procedures for a ship to trade in South East Asia. This region carries a high volume of seaborne trade. By making seaborne trade in South East Asia safer and more efficient all economies will benefit. The benefits from safer and more efficient seaborne trade will be reduced shipping costs for shipowners and government authorities. Cost savings and greater reliability will make shipping more competitive and expand trade in the region. Importers, exporters, consumers and the community will all benefit from more competitive shipping through a cheaper, more reliable supply of goods in greater volume. 
Proposed Timetable
Mar 2001        
Selection of successful tenderer. 
May/Jun 2001

TILF funding to become available.
Jul 2001         
The selected tenderer to begin work.
Mar 2002       
The project to finish by this date.
Current Situation
Funding for the project from the TILF special account for 2001 is expected to become available in May or June 2001. 
Australia will select the successful tenderer before the 19th TPT WG meeting. 
The project has been co-sponsored by Indonesia, the Philippines and Thailand. Brunei Darussalam has also expressed support for the project. The Philippines wishes to participate in the project. 
Recommendation
It is recommended that the above progress report be noted and that economies wishing to participate in this project should register their interest with Kimberley Johnston at the Department of Transport and Regional Services, Australia as soon as possible. Kimberley.Johnston@dotrs.gov.au 
Phone: +61 2 6274 6079 Fax: +61 2 6274 7744.
