
Draft report of the work and proposed future direction
of the Maritime Initiative (MI)
I Work of the Maritime Initiative

The Maritime Initiative group has initiated and implemented the following activities since the second Transportation Ministerial Meeting, June 1997.

1. Adoption of the Maritime Mission Statement

In accordance with the direction by the second Ministerial Meeting, the Maritime Mission Statement was finalized at the 13th TPT-WG in April 1998.  Guided by the Mission Statement the MI undertook the following activities:

2. Transparency Exercise Questionnaire (TEQ)

The questionnaire aiming at providing transparency on member economies’ international shipping policies and activities was finalized at the 14th TPT-WG, October 1998.  Responses were analyzed and discussed resulting in a report which highlights further areas for liberalization in the maritime transport sector.
3. TILF project “Facilitation of International Shipping”
The TILF funded project was carried out in 2000 and 2001.  Progress on the project was reported to the 18th and 19th TPT-WG meeting.  The first stage of the project aimed at studying the impact of maritime policy reforms on international shipping was completed.  The second stage of the project aimed at the development of policy alternatives towards International Shipping Liberalization remains under consideration by the MI.  The outcomes of the project would provide a basis for future cooperation among APEC economies on international maritime trade issues.
4. Promotion of business sector participation

Representatives of the shipping industry in host economies made presentations on their activities at the majority of the MI meetings since the 14th TPT-WG.

5. Report to Ministers

Following agreement at the 15th TPT-WG, in October 1999, the Japanese Minister of Transport reported to APEC Ministers on the ongoing activities of the MI and sought direction for its future.
6. Joint activities with the ITF

In response to Japanese report, the Australian Minister suggested amalgamating the MI and the Intermodal Task Force (ITF) in anticipation of expected discussion on intermodal issue in the WTO.  However, following discussion at the 18th TPT-WG, both groups agreed that the existing individual groups should be retained and that joint meetings would be held to discuss intermodal issues.  The first joint session was held at the 19th TPT-WG.
7. Exchange of views on WTO negotiations on maritime transport services

The MI has provided a forum for the discussion of issues related to the mandated WTO negotiations on maritime transport services (MTS), which were suspended June 1996.  Information and views have been exchanged since the 17th TPT-WG, giving members the opportunity to develop options and visions concerning the MTS negotiations.

II Future direction of the Maritime Initiative

These activities have been assessed in the context of the direction provided by the Maritime Mission Statement.  The MI considers that the following four areas would provide a useful basis for its future direction.

1. Promotion of mutual understanding on maritime transport issues

The MI will remain an important forum to promote the growth of mutual understanding on maritime transport issues in the APEC region. The MI should continue to assist in the recognition of the importance of policy coordination and government cooperation and facilitate continuous information exchange and research activity on issues of common interest for the members of the APEC TPT-WG.

2. Facilitation of WTO negotiations on Maritime Transport Services

In view of the anticipated next round of WTO negotiations on MTS, the MI should retain its role as a forum to discuss issues related to maritime transport including intermodal transport.

3. Promotion of regional MTS liberalisation

It is also important that the MI continue to promote MTS liberalisation in the APEC region.  The MI should further examine maritime regulatory arrangements, administrative procedures and government support measures which impede market access and investment and also consider non-economic barriers to trade.

In addition, its activities should include capacity building projects to assist individual economies in assessing the advantages of liberalisation and in acquiring expertise to achieve liberalisation goals.

Furthermore, economies should be urged to ensure that their Individual Action Plans (IAPs) fully reflect their progress and future actions in liberalising MTS in accordance with the objectives set out in the 1994 Bogor Declaration for free and open trade and investment by 2010 for developed economies and 2020 for developing economies.

4. Cooperation on technical issues

The future MI work program should also address technical or technological issues.  New projects and activities could cover such areas as the adoption of a compatible approach to the implementation of international conventions, standards, and technical regulations.  Other projects and activities could be devoted to the identification and implementation of “best practices” with respect to the design and operation of maritime transport facilities, communications and cargo terminal operation.

III Recommendation
The MI recommends that APEC Transportation Ministers approve the report on the work of the MI and encourage the MI in its future activities, in particular, in such areas as promotion of mutual understanding on maritime transport issues, facilitation of the mandated WTO negotiations on MTS, promotion of MTS liberalisation in the APEC region and cooperation on technical issues related to maritime transport, recognizing the importance of industry participation.

PAGE  
1

