Reporting to the Ministerial Meeting in Peru

I. The Port Experts Group reports the following items to the Ministerial Meeting in Peru.

1. The Port Experts Group successfully completed six projects below. The port database has come into operation and the integrated report was prepared.

· Port Data Base
The APEC Port Data Base was established in May 1998, and now it covers 303 ports among 21 APEC economies.

· Impact of the Growth of the Size of the Container Vessels on Port Development
The Group identified requirements for large container vessels, taking into account the evolvement of container vessels.

· Port Privatization
The forms and levels of private participation in port services were categorized, and impact of port privatization was examined.

· Environmental Consideration: Dredging Needs Survey
Information on dredging and dredged material management activities was gathered through a survey to the member economies.

· Technical Standards and Technology Development
Technical standard and necessary technology development was examined to meet the increase of demand of container cargo.

· Natural Disasters and Damage Prevention Measures
The earthquake disaster countermeasure in the APEC region was proposed.

2. The seminar entitled “Earthquake Countermeasures in APEC Ports” was successfully held in Japan.

3. The Port Experts Group agreed to move forward the following four projects.


· Electronic Port Manifests
to utilize the benefit of electronic commerce in the area of cargo manifests for ports

· Port and Inter-Modal Interface
to ensure smooth, efficient and rapid/traffic flow along the inter-modal transport chain

· Port Investment
to identify the incentives and impediments to private investment at ports



· Technical Standards of the APEC Region
to gather information of the status quo of the technical standards of each economy
to identify the problems when the ISO codes takes effect.

4. The following two projects are under evaluation among the member economies


· Environment and Disaster Issues
to find an appropriate theme in the field

· Realization of Development Projects
to identify the actual projects to be studied

II. The Port Experts Group would like the Ministers to recommend the following matters as the future direction of the Group:

to develop and facilitate international trade in the region through provision of efficient port facilities and improved port operation.

to enhance the activities of the Port Experts Group by:

tackling most urgent problems at ports in the region

conducting more joint projects with other relevant fields

extending cooperation to port issues in the developing world

