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NINETEENTH APEC TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP MEETING,
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, BRUNEI DARUSSALAM, APRIL 2001
AGENDA ITEM : Progress Report on the Electronic Port Manifest Project
Australia

Background
At its 17th meeting in March 2000 the TPT-WG endorsed the Australian proposal for an Electronic Port Manifest Project to be conducted by the Port Experts Group. Japan and Canada co-sponsored the project. The BMC gave the final funding approval for US$ 49,900 from the TILF account in July 2000.
The objective of this project is to identify options for creating an electronic document for port manifests, which could be combined with harmonised electronic customs declarations. A consultant will identify current practices regarding port manifests and customs declarations in electronic form and paper format in APEC economies, visit a number of APEC economies to prepare case studies (success stories and challenges), and provide a report including best practice recommendations to APEC.
The project will provide an opportunity for APEC to utilise the true benefit of electronic commerce through the streamlining and re-engineering of processes in the area of cargo manifests for ports and customs authorities, which have a large number of common data elements.
SCCP Involvement
Work on common data elements in the customs area performed by the SCCP and the G8 will be the basis for this project. As part of the preparation for this project a SCCP representative delivered a presentation on standardization of data elements and electronic formats on a G8 basis at TPT-WG18. However, the project will not duplicate SCCP efforts and will require only minimal cooperation from the SCCP.
Visits of the consultant to customs authorities would be on a purely voluntary basis; ie the consultant would visit only customs authorities that wish to contribute.
The project proposal has been circulated to SCCP members for consideration prior to the BMC meeting in July 2000.
Current Status
Prior to TPT-WG 18 Australia circulated three questions regarding the status of electronic cargo manifests among PEG members. Three economies (Hong Kong, China; Japan; and the USA) delivered presentations at the meeting. The summarised replies from all responding economies were published on the PEG¡¦s homepage on the TPT-WG web site. Australia would like to thank all economies that contributed.
The TILF funding for the project is expected to become available in May/June 2001. A suitable consultant will be selected around that time to allow for the consultant to begin work on the project in July 2001.
Proposed Timetable
May to June 2001               
Selection of suitable consultant
July to August 2001           
Consultant to begin work on the project; ie initial research and analysis
September to December 2001    
Consultant to visit selected ports, customs authorities and other relevant organisations in the APEC region
March 2002                        
Final report to be delivered to TPT-WG 21
Recommendation
It is recommended that the above progress report be noted and that economies advise Australia if they are interested to participate in the project.
