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Background
ECSG Meeting in Canberra (17 March 2001)
The mandate of the APEC Electronic Commerce Steering Group (ECSG) was renewed at SOM I 2001 in Beijing.
Subsequently the ECSG met on 17 March 2001 in Canberra back-to-back with a meeting of the Telecommunications Working Group. This was the last meeting of the group to be chaired by Thailand and the United States. Canada and China were elected as the new Co-Chairs for the ESCG for a period of two years.
The ECSG had extensive discussions about its current and future work program. For details please see the ECSG web site at http://www.ecommerce.gov/apec/
The Co-Chairs report should appear on the site shortly.
APEC Electronic Commerce Steering Group (ECSG) paperless trading matrix
At the ECSG meting in Canberra the TPT-WG reported on the progress of the development of a Paperless Trading Matrix for the ECSG.
A questionnaire to collect information for the development of the matrix was circulated to ECSG members on 6 November 2000. No economy was able to respond by the deadline of 15 December. By the end of January 2001 Japan; Chinese Taipei; China; the Philippines; Hong Kong, China; the USA and Thailand had responded to the questionnaire. However, since only so few responses had been received at such a late stage the TPT-WG was not able to prepare the matrix in time for SOM I. The SOM reminded economies to respond to the matrix by 15 March 2001. By this deadline only Mexico submitted a further response.
At the ECSG meeting the TPT-WG declared that it would not proceed with the matrix due to a lack of interest from economies. However, Canada, Chile and New Zealand declared that they would endeavour to respond by 15 April 2001. Other economies were also encouraged to respond by this deadline. The TPT-WG agreed to proceed with the project if at least two further responses would be received by the deadline. In this case the matrix would be prepared in time for SOM II. However, if two responses are not received by 15 April the TPT-WG will terminate the development of the matrix.
Recommendation
It is recommended that the above progress report be noted and that economies respond to the questionnaire by 15 April 2001.
