Ninth Maritime Initiative Meeting at the Nineteenth TPT-WG
During the nineteenth Transportation Working Group meeting on 2nd - 6th April in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei, the meeting days for experts/project groups will be allocated in the first two days, Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd April.
Maritime Initiative (MI) will be held on 2nd and PM of 3rd April during these days. Joint meeting with “Intermodal Task Force” will be scheduled in AM of 3rd April. (Time schedule of the MI meeting is shown as the document “MI/01 I/1 Info”.)
Members of MI are expected to prepare for discussion on the following items for the Brunei meeting.
Item 1. 
Report of the Project “Transparency Exercise Questionnaire” (TEQ: MI/99 I/2.REV.3) (MI/01 I/2) (for discussion)
At the last meeting, MI discussed the priority of the restrictions listed intersessionally. However, it was found difficult to agree on an agreed priority list due to individual situation of each economy. The members agreed that a draft report of the TEQ project including a restriction list composed from submission from several member economies ( and is not in any order of priority ) would be submitted for discussion at this MI meeting. The document is prepared by Japan as a draft to be discussed. 
Item 2. 
TILF special account project “Facilitation of International Shipping” (MI/01 I/3 and I/4) (for discussion)
Australia, the lead economy of the Project, will make a presentation of a draft final report “Policy Alternatives towards International Shipping Liberalisation”, which consists of report “Study of The Impact of Maritime Policy Reform” discussed initially at the last meeting and requesting comments, and report of case studies for the second phase of the project. Members are expected to discuss the draft and finalize it. 

Item 3. 
WTO Negotiations on Maritime Transport Services 
3.1 
Negotiating Proposals (MI/01 I/5 and I/5-1) (for exchange of views)
Japan submitted its negotiating proposal to the WTO, which includes a section of maritime transport. The proposal will be introduced by Japan. Other introduction by members of their views on the negotiations is welcomed. 
3.2 
General exchange of views on WTO service negotiations (for exchange of views)
Item 4. 
Preparation for Third Transportation Ministerial Meeting, Peru, October 2001. (MI/01 I/6 I/7 and I/8) (for discussion)

We agreed, at the last meeting, to prepare intersessionally a draft report to the Ministerial Meeting for instruction on the future direction for the MI for discussion at this meeting. The first draft text on (1) the future direction of the MI, (2) reporting the work of the MI to date, and (3) assessment of the Maritime Mission Statement is prepared by Australia, Japan and the United States. We will discuss and finalize it for the Ministerial Meeting.
Item 5. 
Joint Session with “Intermodal Task Force” (MI/01 I/9) (for discussion) 
At the last meeting, it was agreed, as a result of discussion on the merger of the MI and the ITF, that we would have a joint meeting to discuss intermodal issues between these two groups during this meeting. As a first joint meeting, after introducing the activities of each group, MI side will explain its interest on intermodal issues, especially from the viewpoint of the coming negotiations on maritime transport services in WTO. ITF side will explain the related projects, including actual container movement in some ports. Through the exchange of such information, we will discuss and agree on future joint works.
Stance of MI for the joint session will be discussed at MI in advance of the session.

Item 6. 
Future Project of MI (Exchange of Views)
As TEQ and TILF projects will be finished at this meeting, members are requested to exchange their views on new projects to be undertaken by MI in the next stage.

Item 7. 
Others
