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Proposal on New Project 4 : Technical Standards of the APEC Region

                                                        Prepared by Japan

1. 
Background

ISO (International Standardization Organization) is now reviewing the technical standards of various structures including port facilities. It intends at the final stage to formulate international standards for port facilities. EUROCODE standards, which are being discussed among European countries right now, will most probably be adopted as ISO standards. If this happens, it may have some negative implications for APEC economies such as Japan, which has a completely different type of technical standards, especially since the ISO code is compulsory for member economies of the WTO. Three economies of China, Korea, and Japan have already initiated a joint study on this issue in another arena.

2. 
Objectives of the Project

Through this project the member economies could discuss the possibility of setting up the APEC version of technical standards and possible countermeasures against the would-be ISO standards after scrutinizing the difference among the standards of each economy. It might be difficult, however, to go as far as to set up uniform APEC technical standards because each economy has a different historical and technical background, e.g. some economies have established their own standards while other economies use some foreign codes such as British Standards.

The project would collect the status quo of each economy in terms of technical standards for port facilities and identify possible problems when EUROCODE is adopted as ISO standards. Moreover, uniform technical standards on earthquake proof design would be explored. Since the APEC region is prone to earthquakes geography and this is of vital interest to the region.

3. 
Scope of Project (draft)

3-1   Understandings of ISO Codes and EUROCODE

3-2   Examination of status quo of technical standards for port facilities in each economy and making a comparison to EUROCODE

3-3   Identification of problematic areas when ISO codes take effect
3-4   Standardized design codes for earthquake-proof design

3-5   Discussion on the uniform design standards of the APEC region

4. 
Future Work Program

Japan will prepare a detailed TOR if an agreement on the project outline is reached at the meeting. A draft TOR will be presented at the next PEG meeting. Japan is ready to take the initiative in carrying out the project.
