TPT WG 04/2000 - INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON SAFER SHIPPING IN THE APEC REGION - PROGRESS REPORT
Background
The International Symposium on Safer Shipping in the APEC Region was held in Sydney, Australia, 6-7 March. The Symposium was organised by the Australian Department of Transport and Regional Services on behalf of the APEC Transportation Working Group. Funding for the Symposium was provided in part by APEC and in part by the Australian Department of Transport and Regional Services. Symposium organisation was undertaken by the Department of Transport and Regional Services and the Australian Maritime Safety Authority. 
The Symposium was attended by 72 delegates from Australia; Canada; the United States of America; New Zealand; China; Chinese Taipei; Japan; Singapore; Korea; Hong Kong, China; United Kingdom; Denmark; the Netherlands and Russia. Representatives from the IMO, the OECD, the ITF, Fairplay Publications, Lloyd’s Register, Bureau Veritas, the International Commission on Shipping (ICONS), the International Chamber of Shipping, Intercargo, China Classification Society, Class NK and the Baltic Exchange were also present for the Symposium.
The Symposium was intended to continue the international dialogue on safer shipping commenced in the Mare Forum in Amsterdam in 1999, and continued in Singapore in 2000. To do that, an innovative working group format was adopted for the Symposium following keynote addresses. 
Keynote addresses at the Symposium were made by Mr William O’Neil, Secretary-General of the IMO who spoke on the “IMO and the application, compliance with and enforcement of safety regulations in the APEC region” and Mr Peter Morris, Chairman of the International Commission on Shipping (ICONS) who released the Commission’s report and findings. A copy of both addresses is available from the Symposium website.
Australia will also be tabling the ICONS Report “Ships, Slaves and Competition” for the information of member economies at the Plenary Session of this meeting. Further copies of the report, executive summary are available from the ICONS website www.icons.org.au .
Working Groups
The Symposium broke into 6 working groups as follows:
Working Group 1 : Integration of Global Port State Control Network
Chaired by Mr John Mansell, Maritime Safety Authority of New Zealand
Working Group 2: Flag State Responsibility in Achieving Quality Shipping
Chaired by Mr Lee Seng Kong, Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore
Working Group 3: International Maritime Forums and the Delivery of Safer Shipping Outcomes by APEC Economies
Chaired by Mr Danny Scorpecci, Maritime Transport Committee, OECD
Working Group 4: The Human Element ¡V Education, Training and Welfare
Chaired by Mr Li Kejun, China Classification Society
Working Group 5: Improving Maritime Administration and Resources
Chaired by Dr Jung Ook Lee, Korean Maritime Institute
Working Group 6: Engaging Other Maritime Related Organisations and the Power of the Media
Chaired by Mr Alan Gavin, Lloyd’s Register.
The Working Groups met for the remainder of the first day and the Chairman of each group prepared a report including the recommendations arising from those discussions.
On the second day of the Symposium, reports were presented to the Plenary from each of the 6 working groups. The individual reports from those Working Groups are available from the Symposium website (www.apec.dotrs.gov.au).
A Report of the Plenary was prepared and includes the recommendations for the consideration of APEC Transportation Ministers. This Report is also available on the Symposium website.
An evaluation report will be prepared for consideration at the next TPT WG meeting. 
Recommendation That Economies note that

1. 
The Symposium on Safer Shipping in the APEC Region was held in March 2001 and is considered to have been a very successful Symposium;
2. 
Australia will pursue further work on the recommendations arising from the Symposium through the TPT-WG Experts Group on Maritime Safety with a view to consideration of further work on the recommendations by Ministers at their meeting in October;
3. 
Australia will table the ICONS report in the Plenary Session of this meeting and
4. 
An evaluation report for the project will be prepared for the next TPT-WG meeting.
