APEC Transportation Working Group 18th Meeting

ITS Experts Group Meeting

Miyazaki, Japan, 16th – 20th October, 2000

Report of meeting – Prepared by Canada

1. The APEC TPT WG - ITS Experts Group meeting was held in Miyazaki, Japan on Monday October 16th from 2:00 PM to 5:30 PM and Tuesday October 17th from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. The meeting was chaired by Canada and attended by representatives from 10 economies including: Australia, Canada, People’s Republic of China, Chinese Taipei, Japan, Republic of Korea, Mexico, Singapore, Thailand and USA. 

2. Actions arising from the last ITS Experts Group meeting in Singapore were reviewed:

· The report of meeting from TPT WG #17 was approved. 

· The use of the ITS listserver for intersessional activity was highlighted by the Chair and economies were requested to update the list by providing up-to-date email addresses

· The TC204 Liaison Statement was drafted and was posted to the website for review

· The Draft Action Plan had been posted to the website for review

· The updated Questionnaire is still posted to the website for review

· TICS Services Summary List was posted to the website for review

3. The TC204 Liaison Statement, drafted by USA and which was posted on the TPT-WG website, was accepted as proposed.

4. The Proposal for an ITS agenda item at the Ministerial Meeting scheduled for Peru in September 2001, was reviewed by the Chair. It had previously been posted to the website. The general idea of ITS as a topic for the Minister’s Meeting has gained support from the Intermodal Task Force,  the eCommerce Group, our Steering Committee and the HOD Minister’s Agenda Committee. 

Japan commented that a trade corridor project would involve procedures that were outside the TPT WG scope and questioned project feasibility. USA commented that an issue raised at ministerial level must capture their interest and must be important enough  to raise at that level. China commented that the idea was good but that “trade facilitation “ might not be enough. 

All members agreed that an agenda item including ITS in front of the ministers was something the ITS Experts Group should strive for.  There is still significant effort to be expended in identifying an appropriate issue that would resonate with the ministers and this will be pursued intersessionally with the Intermodal Task Force and eCommerce Groups.

5. The possibility of having the next ITS Experts Group meeting in conjunction with the ISO TC204 Meeting, in Hawaii during the week of April 23, 2001 was discussed. After ongoing discussion regarding the feasibility of one or two meetings, the Chair decided that a decision would be reached during the week of November 13th  following confirmation from ISO TC204 on arrangements for a joint meeting.

6. There was significant discussion regarding a group initiative for a Smartcard workshop to be held in conjunction with ISO TC204 Meeting in Hawaii. Steps were outlined by USA including ISO contact and concurrence, Task Force to develop agenda and speakers, APEC ITS Experts Group concurs, and co-ordinate production. The first item is in progress. Some members suggested Smartcards may not be a high enough priority. Other items suggested were DSRC and Digital Maps.

7. The next meeting to be held might be in conjunction with a Joint Session with ISO TC204: to be held in Hawaii the week of April 23, 2001. While the majority of economies felt it had merit, no action will be taken until confirmation from ISO that they are amenable to the suggestion.

8. Each economy presented a status report on ITS deployments. 

9. The TICS Services Summary list was presented as an appropriate item to use in identifying areas of mutual interest. While all economies agreed that the list was an appropriate starting point, there was no consensus regarding an appropriate method to use the list. The agenda item was tabled. Further discussion on this item will occur intersessionally and at the next meeting.

10. The Draft “Action Plan” was reviewed by USA including references to its background in the Report to Ministers where the “experts group” objectives and a work program had been identified.

11. The Draft “Action Plan” was discussed and concern was again expressed by Japan and Korea regarding procedures to be used in achieving objectives and about the methods and procedures that would be used to establish priorities: the issue of adequate resources to achieve the objectives was also raised. The Chair asked that these concerns be expressed in writing to the Chair and they would be addressed intersessionally. Some updates were made to the Draft Action Plan. Economies were requested to carefully review the Draft Action Plan and be prepared to approve it at the next meeting.

12.  Canada had agreed to Chair the ITS Expert Group meetings until the Ministerial Meeting in Peru. The Chair proposed that the new Chair be approved at the next ITS Experts Group Meeting so that at the subsequent meeting, the new Chair would be in place. The USA has offered to accept the Chair and other economies are encouraged to put their name forward for the Group’s consideration as well.

13. USA (Andy Schoka) presented an overview of the ISO Standards setting process.

Recommendations

The ITS Experts Group recommends that the Steering Committee:

· Note this report as indication of ITS Experts Group activity.

· Approve the delivery of a liaison statement to ISO TC204 at their November 2000 meeting in Naples. This would establish APEC's interest in ISO TC204's standards development activities. 

· Approve the development of an ITS Agenda Item, with the ITF and eCommerce Groups, for presentation at the next Minister’s Meeting.
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Liaison Between ISO TC204 and Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation -

Transportation Working Group

(APEC-TPT)
Purpose

The purpose of this statement is to propose that a Category A Liaison, as defined by ISO Procedures
, be established between APEC-TPT Working Group and ISO Technical Committee 204, Transport Information and Control System (TICS). The Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) Expert's Group of the APEC-TPT shall be the point of contact. 

Background

The APEC Transportation Working Group (TPT-WG) fosters economic development in the Asia-Pacific region through recommendations to increase the efficiency of the regional transportation system. Within that context and in recognition of the emergence of ITS, the APEC-TPT Working Group established an ITS Experts Group. One objective of the ITS Experts Group is to identify ITS standards requirements which are APEC priorities and to facilitate the establishment of ITS standards by ISO which are APEC priorities. A liaison between ISO TC204 and APEC-TPT would support that objective.
Statement of Mutual Benefits

The Economies within APEC would benefit by the availability of ITS standards on a more timely basis. In developing these standards ISO will have taken into account the specific needs expressed during collaboration.

ISO TC204 would benefit by producing relevant ITS standards that are responsive to the expressed needs of a community of ITS users.

Statement of Mutual Responsibilities

The two organizations will exchange information and contributions to common interest work on a regular basis. Whenever possible, they will send representatives to each others meetings.

� "Category A: Organizations that make an effective contribution to the work of the technical committee or committee for questions dealt with by this technical committee or subcommittee. Such organizations are sent copies of all relevant documentation and are invited to meetings." ISO/IEC Directives - Part 1: Procedures, 2000.





