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I.	INTRODUCTION:





Brunei Darussalam hosted the Nineteenth Meeting of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Transportation Working Group (TPT) over the period 2-6 April 2001.  The meeting programme included two days of Expert and Sub-Group meetings; two meetings of Shepherds, Heads of Delegation and Steering Committee Coordinators; and meetings of the three Steering Committees.  An Opening Plenary Session, which was chaired by Brunei Darussalam, was held on the morning of Monday, 2 April, and the Closing Plenary Session, which was chaired by the Lead Shepherd, was held on Thursday, 5 April. 





At the TPTWG/19 meeting, some 211 participants from 19 economies (Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Korea; Malaysia; New Zealand; Peru; the Philippines; Singapore; Russia; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; United States; and Viet Nam) were in attendance.  The APEC Secretariat also attended.  The Pacific Economic Cooperation Council (PECC) participated as an Official Observer.  Airports Council International (ACI) � Pacific, the International Air Transport Association (IATA), the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO), and the International Motorcycle Manufacturers Association (IMMA) participated as Guests.  








II.  WELCOME AND OPENING STATEMENT





The Opening Plenary session on Monday 2 April was chaired by the Brunei Darussalam Head of Delegation, Mr Matassan Hj Md Daud, Senior Special Duties Officer, Ministry of Communications.





Welcoming remarks and an opening statement were made on behalf of the Host Economy by Dato Paduka Hj Abdullah bin Begawan Mudim Dato Paduka Haji Abu Bakar, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Communications.  In welcoming delegates to Bandar Seri Begawan, he noted that transportation has been playing an important role in the growth, economic development and social wellbeing of the region.  The TPT has a significant responsibility to promote an environment which would facilitate the development of safe and efficient transportation systems that serve the interests of both consumers and the providers.  As well as discussing existing projects and activities, he also noted that the TPT would be considering arrangements for the Third APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting to be held in Peru in October 2001. 





Mr Daud then invited comments from the Lead Shepherd, the Steering Committee Co-ordinators (SCCs) and the Deputy Lead Shepherd.





The Lead Shepherd, Mr Nigel Mouat (New Zealand), noted that this meeting would be important as the success of the Third Transportation Ministerial Meeting would depend on the decisions made here.  Other substantive group management issues would also be discussed, such as APEC Leaders� and Ministers� directives from 2000, non-tariff measures, gender integration, and human capacity building.  He noted that the terms of the existing TPT management team expire at the end of this year and encouraged economies to consider nominating themselves for management roles in 2002 and 2003.





The Deputy Lead Shepherd, Mr Lamberto Pia (Philippines) announced that the Philippines would host TPTWG/20 in March 2002.





The Co-ordinator for the Steering Committee on More Competitive Transportation Industry (Including Infrastructure) (SC/CT), Ms Joanne Blackburn (Australia) informed the meeting that several new project proposals would be considered by the SC after discussion in expert groups.  She advised that the SC/CT would once again hold a special meeting on Air Services and would also consider the Market Access Group�s request for work to be done on identifying and reducing non-tariff measures in the transport sector.





The Co-ordinator for the Steering Committee on Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems (Including New Technologies) (SC/SE), Mr Kevin Sample (USA), introduced Mr Ted Davies (United States) who would be chairing the SC/SE meeting.  Mr Davies informed the meeting of intersessional activities that had taken place since TPT-WG/18 and also advised that a new initiative on aircraft repair and maintenance organisations would be discussed





The Co-ordinator for the Steering Committee on Human Resources Development (Including Training, Research and Education) (SC/HRD), Mr Kim Han Young (Korea), advised the meeting that the SC/HRD will be discussing ongoing work and new project proposals.  It will also be discussing issues such as gender integration and human capacity initiatives.








III.	 CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA





The Plenary reconvened on Thursday 5 April, with the Lead Shepherd in the Chair.  The Agenda for the remainder of the meeting was adopted with the addition of an IATA paper on developments in the aviation industry and a report of the International Commission on Shipping (presented by Australia) under Other Business. 











IV.	REPORT FROM THE SHEPHERDS/SCCs/HODs MEETING





The Lead Shepherd advised that the Shepherds/SCCs/HODs met on Monday 2 April and Wednesday 4 April 2001.  The salient points of the 2 April meeting were:





Report from the Director (Programme), APEC Secretariat, Mr Chutintorn Gongsakdi;


APEC process issues, such as the Leaders� and Ministers� Tasking Statement for 2001; Market Access Group and non-tariff measures in the transport sector; human capacity building; ESC liaison with working groups; and e-commerce.


The discussion of management issues, such as the TPT-WG Operational Plan; effective communications; and the TPT-WG Management Team.


Arrangements for the Third Transportation Working Group Ministerial Meeting, now proposed to be held in Peru in October 2001; 


Arrangements for future TPT-WG meetings; and


Gender framework.





At its further meeting on Wednesday 4 April, the Shepherds/SCCs/HODs heard summaries of Steering Committee reports presented by SCCs.  There was also further discussion of arrangements for the Third Transportation Ministerial Meeting.





The Plenary endorsed the Shepherds/SCCs/HODs Report (TPTWG/19/PLEN/3) subject to some minor amendments.








V.  REPORT FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE ON MORE COMPETITIVE TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRY (INCLUDING INFRASTRUCTURE)





The Plenary received the report of the Steering Committee on More Competitive Transportation Industry (including infrastructure) (TPTWG19/PLEN4).





Australia, as co-ordinating economy of the Steering Committee, presented the Report of the meeting and drew attention to:





(a)	The projects and evaluations completed by the Steering Committee since the last meeting.





(b)	The need for the TPT to report to SOM II on its evaluation of the recommendations from the APEC High Level Symposium on Electronic Commerce Paperless Trading held in Beijing, 9-10 February 2001.





(c)	The successful joint meetings held by the Port Experts Group and Electronic Commerce Group; the Maritime Initiative and the Intermodal Task Force; and the Electronic Commerce Group, the Intermodal Task Force, and the Intelligent Transport Systems Experts Group.





The Plenary noted the progress made by the following project and expert groups:





(a)	Road Transport Harmonisation Project Group;


(b)	Maritime Initiative;


(c)	Port Experts Group;


(d)	Electronic Commerce Group; and


(e)	Intermodal Task Force.





It also noted progress on the Efficiency in the Facilitation of International Seaborne Trade Project, which reported directly to the Steering Committee.





A report on the Steering Committee�s Special Air Services Meeting held on Tuesday 3 April, as modified following discussion on Wednesday 4 April, was presented to the Plenary (TPTWG19/SCCT/5/Rev.1).





The Plenary noted that the Steering Committee had considered a request from the Market Access Group on non-tariff measures and agreed to progress the work through a funded project.





The Plenary also agreed to submit the following project proposals to the APEC Budget and Management Committee for funding approval:


 


(a)	Harmonisation of Automotive Regulations: Training Regulators to Implement Harmonised Regulatory Systems;


(b)	Sea and Air Container Tracking and Tracing Technology: Analysis and Case Study;


(c)	Electronic Intraport Community Discussion Group Pilot Project; and 


(d)	Non-tariff Measures in the Transport Sector.





The Plenary adopted the Report and accepted the recommendations as set out in TPTWG19/PLEN/4.








VI	REPORT FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE ON SAFE AND ENVIRONMENT-FRIENDLY TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS 





The Plenary received the Report of the Steering Committee on Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems (TPTWG/19/PLEN/5).  





The United States as the coordinating economy presented the Report of the meeting and drew attention to key issues that were discussed:





(a)	Meeting reports from Chinese Taipei on Road Transport Safety; from the United States on the SN&C Advisory Committee, and on Transportation Security; from Canada on Intelligent Transportation Systems, and on Maritime Safety.  Intersessional work would continue within these experts groups to prepare for the upcoming Ministerial and TPTWG/20.





(b)	An information paper from the United States and IATA on the environmental issue of aircraft noise emissions being discussed at the ICAO in preparation for its 33rd Assembly, and a concept paper from Indonesia on the establishment of an APEC Aviation Safety Board.  The latter concept required further development, which Indonesia and other economies supported, for consideration at TPTWG/20.





(c)	The Steering Committee considers the work of the Urban Transport Forum complete and the Forum as such should be dissolved.





(d)	The Aviation Safety Initiative, having completed the work assigned to it by the Ministers in 1997, through the Group of Experts on Aviation Safety and Assistance (GEASA), should be renamed the Aviation Safety Experts Group to align with other subgroups within the Steering Committee and to reflect multiple initiatives for the subgroup to undertake.  This group would manage the possible new project proposal regarding reciprocal certification of approved maintenance organizations. 





(e)	The Steering Committee received and endorsed a joint New Zealand/United States concept involving a Survey Regarding Reciprocal Acceptance of Approved Maintenance Organizations.





(f)	Upcoming intersessional programs and outside meetings. 





(g)	Expert group views on Ministerial initiatives including maritime piracy; Intelligent Transportation Systems and its effects on trade facilitation; deficiencies in road safety, and implementation of satellite-based navigation and communication systems for all transportation modes, including the issue of protection of allocated frequencies for safety of life services across all transportation modes.





The Plenary noted the progress made by the Steering Committee�s project and expert groups, and agreed to submit the following project proposal to the Budget and Management Committee for funding:





(a)	APEC Accreditation of Seafarer Manning Agencies





The Plenary adopted the report and accepted the recommendations as set out in TPTWG/19/PLEN/5.














VII.	REPORT FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT (INCLUDING TRAINING, RESEARCH, EDUCATION)





The Plenary received the Report of the Steering Committee on Human Resources Development (Including Training, Research, Education) (TPTWG19/PLEN).





Korea, as co-ordinating economy of the Steering Committee, presented the Report of the meeting.





The Plenary noted progress on the following ongoing projects:





(a)	Towards Mutual Recognition of Transport Professional Qualifications;


(b)	Gender Project Team;


(c)	Seafarers Training Project;


(d)	Bilateral Aviation Training Projects Register; and


(e)	Pilot Electronic Commerce Training in Maritime Transport.





The Plenary also agreed to submit the following project proposals to APEC Budget and Management Committee for funding approval:





(a)	Identification of Competency Standards for Perishable Goods Handling and Development of Training Programmes;


(b)	Aviation Law Training in APEC Economies;


(c)	Identification of Needed Intermodal Skills and Development of Required Training Programmes: Phase 2 � Development of Required Training Programmes.





The Plenary adopted the Report and accepted the recommendations as set out in TPTWG19/PLEN/6.








VIII.	APPROVAL OF NEW PROJECTS PROPOSALS





The Working Group had a total of eight new project funding proposals for consideration.  It was agreed that all would be submitted to the Budget and Management Committee for funding consideration.





The project proposals were ranked by HODs using the methodology in the TPT Project Guidelines, in the following order:





From the APEC Central Fund: 





1.	Identification of Needed Intermodal Skills and Development of Required Training Programmes: Phase 2 � Development of Required Training Programmes;





2.	Harmonisation of Automotive Regulations: Training Regulators to Implement Harmonised Regulatory Systems; and





3.	Aviation Law Training in APEC Economies.





From the APEC TILF Special Account:





1.	Sea and Air Container Tracking and Tracing Technology: Analysis and Case Study;





2.	Non-tariff Measures in the Transport Sector;





3.	Identification of Competency Standards for Perishable Goods Handling and Development of Training Programmes;





4.	APEC Accreditation of Seafarer Manning Agencies; and





5.	Electronic Intraport Community Discussion Group Pilot Project.








IX.	TABLING OF REPORTS BY MEMBER ECONOMIES





Australia presented an update of transport developments since TPTWG/18 (TPTWG19/PLEN/8).








X.	APPROVAL OF THE TPT OPERATIONAL PLAN 





The Working Group reviewed and approved the TPT Operational Plan (TPTWG19/PLEN), subject to the amendments raised during the Plenary Session.  The Lead Shepherd will submit the plan to the Executive Director of the APEC Secretariat and ensure that it is posted on the TPT website.








ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE THIRD TRANSPORTATION MINISTERIAL MEETING 





Progress at TPTWG/19





The Lead Shepherd informed the Plenary of the discussions that had taken place during TPTWG/19.  A theme, draft programme, and outline Joint Ministerial Statement have been developed, and responsibilities between the hosts and the TPT Management Group have also been allocated.














Next Steps





Peru will be consulted intersessionally on detailed aspects of the proposed programme and logistics and a draft Joint Ministerial Statement will be prepared and circulated intersessionally for the consideration of all member economies.





Comment from Peru





The Lead Shepherd invited Mr Guido Loayza, Minister Counsellor of the Embassy of Peru in Singapore, to comment.  Mr Loayza advised that Peru accepted the TPT�s suggestions regarding the theme and programme.  He assured the meeting of his Government�s full commitment to ensuring a successful meeting. 








XII.	ARRANGEMENTS FOR FUTURE TPT-WG MEETINGS 





Arrangements for TPTWG/20





The Philippines confirmed that it will host TPTWG/20 in March 2002, in Manila.





TPTWG/21





Australia advised that it will host TPTWG/21 in September/October 2002, in Brisbane.





The United States also confirmed that it would be prepared to host an ad hoc meeting of Heads of Delegations and the TPT Management Team a few weeks prior to the Transportation Ministerial Meeting to finalise arrangements for the meeting, if required.  Such a meeting would take place in Hawaii.








XIII.	OTHER BUSINESS





Information Papers from IATA and Australia





IATA presented a paper on developments in the aviation industry for members� information.





Australia advised members of the release of the Report of the International Commission on Shipping and provided copies of the Report for members� information.





Appreciation





The Lead Shepherd expressed his appreciation for the work of the Coordinators and Steering Committee Chairs, and Project/Expert Group Chairs in ensuring a successful meeting.  He especially thanked Brunei Darussalam for its hosting of the meeting, the quality of the meeting arrangements and its warm hospitality to delegates.





The APEC Secretariat expressed its gratitude to Brunei Darussalam for the excellent arrangements and cordial hospitality extended to all meeting participants.








XIV.	APPROVAL OF CHAIR�S REPORT





The Final Chair�s Report (TPTWG19/PLEN/13) was approved by the Plenary, subject to some minor amendments that have now been incorporated (TPTWG19/PLEN/13/Rev.1).
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