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Introduction:





Shepherds, Steering Committee Coordinators and Heads of Delegation met during TPT-WG19 at Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam, on 2 and 4 April 2001.  The meetings were chaired by the Lead Shepherd and attended by the following economies: Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Korea; Malaysia; New Zealand; the Philippines; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand, and the United States.  In addition, PECC observed part of the meeting.





Delegates were welcomed by Mr Matassan Hj Md Daud, Head of the Brunei Darussalam delegation. 





The Lead Shepherd introduced and welcomed Mr Chutintorn Gongsakdi, the Group�s new Director (Programme), APEC Secretariat.  He then outlined the principal issues to be discussed. He also informed the meeting of SOM�s endorsement of the TPT�s decision to accept Macau, China as a guest. 





Monday 2 April





Report from the Director (Programme), APEC Secretariat





The Meeting noted the report from the Director (Programme), APEC Secretariat on major recent developments in APEC and their potential impact on the work of the TPT, contained in document TPTWG19/HOD/6.





APEC Process Issues





The Lead Shepherd led a discussion of several APEC process issues:





Leaders� and Ministers� Tasking Statement for 2001





The Lead Shepherd shared with the meeting parts of Leaders and Ministers Tasking Statement 2000 that were relevant to the TPT, including on non-tariff measures, strengthening the multilateral trading system, strengthening the functioning of markets, ECOTECH, the Human Capacity Building Initiative, electronic commerce, Framework for the Integration of Women in APEC and implementation of initiatives from sectoral ministerial meetings.


Market Access Group and Non-Tariff Measures in the Transport Sector





In response to Leaders and Ministers call for progress to be made on the reduction of non-tariff measures and the CTI and the MAG request for the TPT to undertake work on non-tariff measures in the area of restrictive and discriminatory sea port regulations, the Lead Shepherd suggested that the TPT�s response not be limited to the maritime area, but cover non-tariff measures across all transport modes. He stressed that it was not the work of the TPT to eliminate non-tariff measures, but to catalogue them and make recommendations as to their reduction and elimination. It would be up to individual member economies to decide how they would respond to the recommendations.  The Lead Shepherd noted that Australia, as Coordinator of the Steering Committee on More Competitive Transportation had recently prepared a draft project proposal on Non-Tariff Measures in the Transport Sector as a possible option for a TPT response.  Australia gave a brief explanation of the proposal.





Japan noted that since the 18th TPT, the MAG had made no further progress on the definition of non-tariff measures. Since the MAG will meet again in May 2001 to commence its policy dialogue on non-tariff measures, the TPT should wait for the MAG process. The Japanese view was supported by both the United States and Korea.





The Lead Shepherd considered that there was a consensus that the TPT should address the issue, recognising that some economies had concerns over the practicalities of the TPT commencing work immediately.  The meeting agreed to refer the matter to the Steering Committee on More Competitive Transportation for it to consider options for a TPT response.





Human Capacity Building





The TPT has been approached by the SOM Sub-committee on ECOTECH (ESC) to participate in the work of the APEC Human Capacity Building Coordinating Group in its work on delivering an APEC Human Capacity Building Strategy. Meanwhile, Brunei Darussalam and China will host a High Level Meeting on Human Capacity Building in May 2001 in China on �New Economy, New Strategy: Cooperation and Innovation to Build Human Capacity for Common Prosperity�.





The meeting agreed to refer the matter to the Steering Committee on Human Resources Development and accepted Australia�s offer to represent the TPT at the High Level Meeting on Human Capacity Building and report back to the group.





ESC Liaison with Working Groups





The Lead Shepherd advised members that the ESC will be reviewing Part II of the Osaka Action Agenda this year, and had decided that individual ESC members would liase with APEC working groups to assist them in completing this task. The meeting noted that New Zealand�s ESC representative would liase with the TPT.


E-Commerce





The Lead Shepherd informed the meeting that a recent APEC High-Level Symposium on Electronic Commerce and Paperless Trading made a number of recommendations that SOM has asked relevant for a to evaluate and incorporate into their work programmes on e-commerce. This meeting referred the matter to the Electronic Commerce Group.





TPT-WG Management Issues





The Lead Shepherd led a discussion of several Group management issues:





TPT-WG Operational Plan





The Meeting noted that the TPT Operational Plan will be updated during TPT 19 and the revised version submitted for approval in the Plenary.





Effective Communication





The Lead Shepherd commented that effective communications between members were essential to the Group�s work, especially intersessionally, and urged all points of contact to ensure that their e-mail addresses and fax numbers were up to date and that all messages were coordinated within economies in a timely and effective manner.  The Lead Shepherd also mentioned the need to undertake project evaluations in a timely manner to comply with the BMC�s procedures.





TPT Management Team





The Lead Shepherd drew members� attention to the expiry of the terms of the current management team at the end of 2001.  While decisions were not required immediately, new appointments would be necessary for the period 2002-2003. He also informed the meeting that New Zealand would not be in a position to undertake any management role in the near future.





The Meeting was also informed by Korea that it would not be seeking a management role in the next term. Australia and the United States advised their preparedness to continue in their present roles as Coordinators. The Philippines advised it was prepared to undertake the responsibility of Lead Shepherd unless another member economy comes forward.





The Meeting noted that the positions of Deputy Lead Shepherd and Coordinator of the Human Resources Development Steering Committee needed to be filled for 2002/2003, and the Lead Shepherd encouraged economies to give consideration in the months ahead to taking up such a management role. 


�
3rd Transportation Ministers Meeting





The Lead Shepherd shared with the Meeting the report by Peru to SOM I, covering information on the broad objectives of the meeting and the host�s logistical responsibilities.  





The Meeting noted the following logistical information:





The specific venue in Lima will be in San Isidro approximately 30 minutes by road from Lima�s international airport;


Peru will meet the costs of the meeting, including accommodation and local transportation costs of Ministers and spouses;


Interpretation services will be provided upon request, at the cost of the member economy concerned; and,


Rooms will be available for any bilateral meetings requested between Ministers.





The Meeting agreed on the following division of responsibilities in preparing for the Third Transportation Ministerial Meeting:


Process�
Responsibility�
�
determining a theme or themes for the meeting�
host, taking into account TPT guidance�
�
determining the meeting programme�
host, taking into account TPT guidance�
�
�



determining the formal agenda for the Ministers' meeting, and other meetings on the programme�
host, taking into account TPT guidance�
�
drafting and coordination of a formal report from the TPT to Ministers�
TPT management group��
�
drafting and coordination of the Joint Ministerial Statement to be issued at the conclusion of the meeting�
TPT management group, in conjunction with the host and "friends"��
�
finalising meeting arrangements�
host, in conjunction with TPT management group and "friends"�
�
commencing work towards meeting our Ministers' new directives�
TPT management group�
�



The Meeting agreed to revisit the issue of readiness for the Third Transportation Ministerial Meeting at a future date, and consider an ad hoc meeting of Heads of Delegations if necessary.





The Meeting discussed various options for the programme, involvement of business and youth, and possible themes, and the Lead Shepherd undertook to summarise these for consideration at the Plenary.





The Meeting discussed the Lead Shepherd�s suggested outline for the Joint Ministerial Statement in Annex D of document TPTWG19/HOD/5. In view of the difficulty in classifying APEC activities as either TILF or ECOTECH, the Meeting agreed not to present TPT initiatives in such a manner and to delete such headings from the suggested outline. 





The Meeting agreed in principle to the suggested outline and will seek input from the Steering Committees.





Arrangements for Future TPT WG Meetings





20th Meeting





The Philippines confirmed its statement at the opening Plenary that it would host TPT/20 in March 2002. 





21st Meeting





Australia confirmed its willingness to host the second TPT meeting of 2002.


Other Business





Gender Framework - Presentation





The Meeting was briefed by Dr Helen Thomas (Canada) on the utility of the �Toolkit for Gender Analysis�, which aims to make the Framework for the Integration of Women in APEC more practical for the work of the TPT.





The Lead Shepherd reiterated the four-week rule for the submission of papers to the TPT and advised that it was now on the website. He also outlined consequential editorial revisions to the TPT Project Guidelines as a result of changes to the BMC�s Project Guidebook, which were noted by members.





The Lead Shepherd informed the Meeting that the TPT would have to respond to the APEC Secretariat�s request to update the ABAC Matrix by 6 April, and to submit a report to SOM II by 10 May 2001. He undertook to consult members on the draft responses.





Canada broached the issue of how many full-fledged TPT meetings are required per annum. Others were of the view that two meetings are required to maintain momentum.  It was agreed that the matter should be kept under review.





Wednesday 4 April





The meeting noted brief oral reports from each of the Steering Committee Chairs regarding the substantive issues discussed during their respective meetings, as follows:  





Steering Committee on More Competitive Transportation Industry





The Steering Committee Chair (Australia) informed the Meeting of progress on the air services liberalization issue as contained in document TPTWG19/SCCT/5/Rev.1. She also informed the Meeting of the intention to propose a response to the request by the Market Access Group (MAG) in the form of a project proposal to document non-tariff measures in the transport sector and to make recommendations for voluntary action by member economies. In total, the Steering Committee will be making four project proposals: 





Sea and Air Container Tracking and Tracing Technology; 


Road Transportation Harmonisation of Automotive Regulations: Training Regulators to Implement Harmonized Regulatory Systems Project � Phase V Stage 3; 


Electronic Intra-port Community Discussion Group Pilot Project; and, 


Non-Tariff Measures in the Transport Sector.


�
Steering Committee on Safe and Environment Friendly Transportation Systems (Including New Technologies)





The Steering Committee Chair (United States) reported that upon completion of its work, the Urban Transportation Forum has been dissolved. There will be one new project proposal on APEC Accreditation of Seafarer Manning Agencies.





Steering Committee on Human Resources development (Including Training, research and Education)





The Steering Committee Chair (Korea) reported on work undertaken on developing the Gender Criteria Toolkit and pilot e-commerce training. There will also be three project proposals:





Competency Standards for the Handling of Perishable Goods; 


Identification of Needed Inter-modal Skills and Development of Required Training Programmes: Phase 2; and, 


Aviation Law Training in APEC Economies. 





Review of Amendments to Management Documents





The Meeting discussed progress on updating the TPT Operational Plan, which would be tabled at the Plenary for approval.  The Meeting agreed to the updates proposed by the Lead Shepherd to the TPT Project Guidelines, which will be posted on the working group�s website.





Other Business





The Lead Shepherd informed the Meeting of reporting commitments due from the TPT on the forecast TILF deliverables for 2001.





The Meeting also discussed logistical and substantial preparations for the Third  Transportation Ministerial Meeting based on the documents TPTWG19/HOD/7.1 and 7.2 and the informal document entitled, �Merging TPT-WG and Peru�s Ideas�.  The Meeting agreed to keep the matter under review based on developments and further information that might become available from the host economy. The matter will be the subject of inter-sessional discussion.





The Meeting agreed that the principal elements of the Third Transportation Ministerial Meeting should include time for discussion among Ministers, bilateral meetings, industry participation, and, a preparatory meeting at the senior officials level. The possibility of a HODs meeting in August/September in the United States, if needed, was also noted.





� Lead Shepherd, Deputy Lead Shepherd, Steering Committee Coordinators, and the Director (Programme).


� Lead Shepherd, Deputy Lead Shepherd, Canada, Chile and the United States.
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