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I. 	Background Information





Participating Economies


1.  The APEC Transportation Working Group (TPT-WG) Steering Committee on Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems (SCSE) held its seventh meeting on April 4, 2001, during TPT-WG 19.  The United States chaired the SCSE meeting, which was attended by fourteen economies including Australia, Brunei, Canada, China, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, and the United States, as well as representatives from the Airports Council International-Pacific, the International Air Transport Association, and the Pacific Economic Cooperation Council.





Projects Completed since last TPT-WG Meeting


2.  None 





Project Evaluations Completed since last TPT-WG Meeting


3.  Progress Report on the Project: �Analysis of the Economic Benefits of the Provision of Hydrographic Services in the APEC Region� (TPTWG19/SCSE/9.)





II.	ONGOING PROJECTS � NEXT STEPS





Aviation Safety Experts Group (United States)


4.  The Aviation Safety Initiative formally changed its name to the Aviation Safety Experts Group to align itself with other subgroups within SCSE and to reflect multiple initiatives for which it will work.  This group completed the actions assigned to the Group of Experts on Aviation Safety and Assistance (GEASA) and presented the final report on the �Follow-on Survey Regarding Recommendations of the APEC TPT-WG Group of Experts on Aviation Safety and Assistance� at TPTWG-18. The new project proposal regarding approved maintenance organizations (AMO) (TPTWG19/SCSE/3.4), submitted by New Zealand and the U.S., will be managed by the Aviation Safety Experts Group.  The immediate short-term goal will be to survey APEC economies on the need to develop a process for the reciprocal acceptance of AMO certification actions between economies.  A long-term goal would be to develop this process.  





�
The Steering Committee recommends that Plenary: 


Note that the Aviation Safety Initiative is now called the Aviation Safety Experts Group; and 


Note that the Aviation Safety Experts Group will pursue a project to address multiple certifications of Approved Maintenance Organizations (AMO) (TPTWG/SCSE/3.4).





Experts Group on Maritime Safety (Canada)


5.  The Experts Group on Maritime Safety (EGMS) did not meet during TPTWG-19, but did significant intersessional work in conjunction with IMO�s Maritime Safety Committee meeting in December 2000 and again in conjunction with the APEC -sponsored �International Symposium on Safer Shipping in the APEC Region� in March 2001. 





The Steering Committee recommends that Plenary: 


endorse the report of the EGMS (TPTWG19/SCSE/3.2); 


note that the EGMS established means to effectively interact by means of the e-mail list server and intersessional meetings.  These processes are expected to accelerate work and an APEC-focused participation will be developed at IMO and other maritime forums;


note that there should be greater liaison with the APEC Marine Resource Conservation Working Group on environmental issues; 


note that the project �To Identify Optimum Maritime Administrative Structures and Legal Frameworks For Safer Shipping in the APEC Region� is expected to be complete in October 2001 and a final report submitted to TPTWG-20; 


note that the RFP for the project �Analysis of the Economic Benefits of the Provision of Hydrographic Services in the APEC Region� has been developed and circulated.  Tenders will be evaluated prior to awarding a contract for commencement of work scheduled for June 2001; 


recommend the project proposal �APEC Accreditation of Seafarer Manning Agencies� for funding approval; 


note that the reports of the Safer Shipping Symposium and the findings of the International Commission on Shipping will be submitted to the APEC Ministers of Transport and the key recommendations included in the ministerial statement; 


note that details of EGMS work has been submitted to the International Maritime Organization; 


note that a draft text on combating Maritime Piracy is being developed in conjunction with the Transportation Security Experts Group for inclusion in the Ministerial statement; and


note that a report detailing the work performed by EGMS will be submitted to the forthcoming meeting of APEC Ministers of Transport.





ITS Experts Group (Canada) 


6.  Canada reported that representatives from nine economies participated in the ITS Experts Group meetings on April 2 and 3, as well as the joint session with the eCommerce Group in the Intermodal Task Force meeting on April 3. Input for the Joint Ministerial Statement was reviewed, modified, and approved by the Group.  The proposed Ministerial Agenda Item was addressed at a joint meeting of the Intermodal Task Force, E-commerce Group, and ITS Experts Group and it was decided that the proposal by Australia to the Intermodal Task Force for a study on �Sea and Air Container Tracking and Tracing Technology: Analysis and Case Studies� should be submitted for approval as Phase I of a proposed demonstration project on container tracking. The procedure for establishing common APEC needs for ITS standards development using the TICS summary list was reviewed and further modified. The Draft Action Plan was reviewed and modified to address formal comments received, with discussions focusing on updating the schedule for the activities. Japan requested more time to review the plan before final approval could be given, but agreed that the Action Plan be forwarded, as approved, to the SCSE committee and further comments would be submitted by April 19, 2001. APEC representation at ISO TC204 in Hawaii (April 23-26, 2001) was discussed and all economies are encouraged to attend.  





The Steering Committee recommends that Plenary: 


endorse the ITS Experts Group report (TPTWG19/SCSE/3.3) as an indication of the group�s activities;


approve the Action Plan for the ITS Experts Group subject to any further changes requested by Japan no later than April 19th, 2001 and subsequently approved by the Group;


approve the proposed input for the Joint Ministerial Statement regarding Intelligent Transportation Systems with an option to develop an ITS Agenda Item (with the Intermodal Task Force and E-Commerce Group) for presentation at the next Ministerial Meeting;


approve the development of a demonstration project proposal on container tracking and tracing with the Intermodal Task Force and E-commerce Group;


note the transfer of the Chair from Canada to USA effective at the end of this TPT WG meeting; and 


note that the ITS Experts Group will hold an intersessional meeting in conjunction with ISO TC204 in April, 2001 in Honolulu, Hawaii. 





Road Safety Experts Group (Chinese Taipei)


7.  Chinese Taipei reported that eight economies participated in the Road Safety Experts Group (RSEG) meeting on April 3.  As deficiencies in road safety contribute to 1.17 million deaths annually, the RSEG continued to refine its report on �Road Safety Issues in the APEC  Region.�  Furthermore, participants agreed that a presentation on road safety should be made during the upcoming Ministerial.  The RSEG noted that the second GRSP ASEAN Seminar will be held in Vietnam in March 2002.





The Steering Committee recommends that Plenary: 


endorse the RSEG report (TPTWG19/SCSE/3.5 Rev.) and note its progress to date;


acknowledge the significance of 1.17 million road casualties per year and support a road safety presentation during the Transportation Ministerial;


encourage economies to send comments on the draft statements of the RSEG�s accomplishments and future directions to Chinese Taipei before TPTWG-20;


�
propose new project proposals for RSEG future work; and


encourage economies to consider chairing the RSEG.





Satellite Navigation and Communications (SN&C) Systems Advisory Committee (United States)


8.  Singapore, as co-chair of the SN&C Advisory Committee, reported that the advisory committee met on April 3 and that twelve economies and a representative from ICAO participated.  The delegates reviewed and updated the Terms of Reference and Task List. It was noted that the Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) Implementation Conference and Workshop was successfully held in Chinese Taipei, February 12-16, 2001, helping economies better understand the basics of implementing GNSS. The Chair noted the encouraging progress economies had made in implementing Global Positioning System (GPS) procedures for en-route and non-precision approaches. To progress this further, the meeting agreed that a consultant be engaged to analyze and develop an action plan for implementing GNSS on a regional basis. A small working group will meet intersessionally to draft a statement of work for the consultant so as to seek the necessary funding.  In order to protect the future implementation of satellite navigation and communications, the meeting encouraged economies to support safeguarding transportation frequency spectrum during the next World Radio Conference (WRC) in 2003.  The participants also noted the absence of maritime and land transport representatives in the SN&C Advisory Committee meetings and encouraged greater participation from these two sectors in order to progress intermodal GNSS implementation on a regional basis.





The Steering Committee recommends that Plenary: 


endorse the SN&C Advisory Committee report (TPTWG19/SCSE/3.9);


note the success of the February 2001 �Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) Implementation Conference and Workshop� held in Chinese Taipei;


note advisory committee�s work in successfully helping the global transportation community secure spectrum protection at the WRC 2000 and encourage economies to report on preparations for WRC 2003 at the next SN&C Advisory Committee meeting;


encourage maritime and land transport representatives to participate in SN&C Advisory Committee meetings; and


encourage economies to consider chairing the SN&C Advisory Committee.





Transportation Security Experts Group (United States)


9.  The United States chaired the second Transportation Security Experts Group meeting on April 2 in which twelve economies participated. The delegates updated the Terms of Reference and further developed the work plan.  The Chair emphasized the need to identify appropriate transportation security contacts that could participate in the experts group and requested that economies provide such contact information to the Chair. The United States reported on the Aviation Security Subgroup�s first formal meeting, which was held in Singapore March 27-29, 2001, and in which 19 participants from nine economies participated (TPTWG19/SCSE/ TS/4.)  The Maritime Security Subgroup prepared for the Ministerial by addressing the problem of piracy and armed robbery at sea and alerting the participants of internationally recognized recommendations to combat these problems.





The Steering Committee recommends that Plenary:


endorse the Transportation Security Experts Group meeting report and updated Terms of Reference (TPTWG19/SCSE/3.7);


encourage economies to forward appropriate aviation, maritime, and land transport security points of contact to the modal subgroups;


note that the Transportation Security Experts Group will work with the Experts Group on Maritime Safety to address Asia Pacific piracy concerns at the next Ministerial and that the groups submitted language for the Ministerial Statement; 


note that the Philippines will chair and New Zealand will co-chair the Aviation Security Subgroup and that Canada will chair the Maritime Security Subgroup;


note that the Aviation Security Subgroup will work towards developing standards in aviation security, taking into consideration current internationally recognized standards, and as a first step, will address five strategic objectives;


encourage the Transportation Ministers to recognize the importance and viability of the Aviation Security Subgroup efforts thus far;


encourage APEC maritime security experts to participate in the May 10, 2001, United Nations Headquarters meeting, which will discuss coordination and cooperation in combating piracy and armed robbery at sea;


note the urgent need for international cooperation and coordination in suppressing this threat (i.e., piracy and armed robbery at sea) to maritime security and safety;  and 


note that the United States will Chair the Transportation Security Experts Group.





Urban Transport Forum � Best Practices Manual (Republic of Korea)


10.  As the Urban Transport Forum submitted its final report on the �Development and Dissemination of a Best Practices Manual to Address Urban Transport Problems in the APEC Region� at TPTWG-18, its work is considered complete and the Forum is now dissolved.  





The Steering Committee recommends that Plenary: 


note that the Urban Transport Forum completed its work and is now dissolved. 





DRAFT WORK PROGRAM/FUTURE PROJECTS





11.  None





IV.	Approval of New Projects





Survey Regarding Reciprocal Acceptance of Approved Maintenance Organizations


12. New Zealand presented the joint New Zealand/U.S. project proposal (TPTWG19/ SCSE/3.4) proposing that the Committee agree to a survey to establish the scope and economic value of aircraft repair and maintenance work undertaken for other economies in the region.  New Zealand noted that foreign operators provided its aviation industry with a significant amount of business, and that its industry had raised the prospect of APEC addressing the burden and compliance costs of obtaining multiple certifications.  Following the TPTWG�s discussions on the concept at TPTWG-16 and 17, New Zealand and the United States collaborated at TPTWG-18 and intersessionally to prepare a questionnaire that would provide a basis for deciding whether a specific project proposal aimed at establishing a process for achieving reciprocal certification should be developed.  New Zealand would coordinate the survey intersessionally and discuss the next steps with the United States.





13. The United States supported the proposal for the survey and offered assistance with compilation of the results.  Australia considered that the concept met Transportation Ministers� 1995 directive to pursue harmonization or mutual recognition.  While it preferred to work bilaterally, it would not stand in the way of the survey proceeding.





14.  Both the United States and New Zealand commented that a likely future process would still involve economies bilaterally, but it was possible that APEC could provide a framework for such arrangements.  The Committee agreed to the survey proceeding.





APEC Accreditation of Seafarer Manning Agencies


15.  Australia presented a new project proposal with the objective of developing an APEC accreditation system, which will result in the compilation of a register of endorsed Seafarer Manning Agencies (TPTWG19/SCSE/5.)  This APEC-funded project is presented as a single project, which will be broken down into three phases based on milestones to be achieved.  It should be noted that this proposal will compliment work conducted in the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and the International Labor Organization (ILO) and is consistent with the conventions and standards put forth by these internationally recognized organizations.  





OUTSTANDING Issues





16.  Indonesia presented an information paper regarding establishment of regional cooperation in accident investigations and transportation safety.  Due to accelerated global transportation growth, Indonesia suggests that the TPT-WG consider cross-border ways to cooperate in accident investigations.  Australia suggested that a regional virtual aviation safety body could also be explored as an alternative concept. These proposals will be developed further and formally presented at TPTWG-20.





17.  To provide economies with information on ongoing discussions regarding global environmental issues, the International Air Transport Association (IATA) and the United States presented an information paper (TPTWG19/SCSE/4) regarding new issues on the balanced approach to aircraft noise management.  Economies are asked to consider the benefits derived from the balanced approach to noise management, especially as positions are developed for the International Civil Aviation Organization�s 33rd Assembly scheduled for September 2001.





MANAGEMENT ISSUES





18. Economies are asked to submit a list of contacts for SCSE activities, including HOD�s, so the appropriate working-level representatives can be made aware, in a timely fashion, of intersessional meetings and other information.





19.  The Chair discussed the upcoming Transportation Ministerial and advised the committee of latest planning developments.  A Peru representative is expected to present plans for the upcoming Ministerial during the Plenary.  Each Experts Group was asked to submit their Ministerial Statement for inclusion in the TPTWG submission, with the understanding that the TPTWG management team will format these submissions as appropriate.  Items under consideration include: maritime piracy, Intelligent Transportation Systems and its affects on trade facilitation, deficiencies in road safety, and implementation of satellite-based navigation and communication systems for all transportation modes.
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