Report of the meeting of the Steering Committee





on Human Resources Development (including Training, Research and Education)





held on Wednesday 04 April 2001 in Brunei Darussalam

















I. BACKGROUND INFORMATION





Participating economies





1. The meeting was chaired by Korea as Coordinator, and was also attended by Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; People�s Republic of China; Indonesia; Japan; Malaysia; New Zealand; Philippines; Singapore; Thailand; and the United States of America.





Projects completed since last TPT-WG meeting





2. Stages 2 and 3 of the Towards Mutual Recognition of Transport Professional Qualifications have been completed since the 18th TPT-WG in Miyazaki, Japan in October 2000.





Project evaluations/progress reports completed since last TPT-WG meeting





3. No evaluation/progress reports have been completed since the last TPT-WG meeting.








II. ONGOING PROJECTS � NEXT STEPS





Towards Mutual Recognition of Transport Professional Qualifications (Australia)





4. The Steering Committee was reported (TPTWG19/SCHRD/4(a)) that the project group met and received a progress report by Australia on the consultant�s work-in-progress for Stage 4 of the project which involves developing a draft framework for recommended practices in the mutual recognition of transport professional qualifications.





5. Summary of work to date on Stage 4 is that a consultant, Amgidji Group Pty Ltd, has been appointed and that the consultant commenced work in February 2001 and has provided a progress report to the TPT-WG in March.





6. Recommendations:





The Steering Committee recommends that Plenary:





note that the Towards Mutual Recognition of Transport Professional Qualifications Project Group met and considered a work-in-progress report on Stage 4 of the project and agreed that members of the project group would be given until the end of April 2001 to provided comment to Australia on the paper.





Gender Project Team (Canada)





7. The Steering Committee received a report (TPTWG19/SCHRD/4(b)/Rev. 1)) from the Gender Project Team which met at the TPT-WG 19 and discussed two main items; a presentation on the Gender Criteria Toolkit and the future of the Gender Project Team.





8. A presentation on the Gender Criteria Toolkit, which is meant to be a user-friendly guide for preparations of Annex A (Gender Criteria) of Project Proposals and for preparations of Project Evaluations, was given by Helen Thomas.  The toolkit will be made available on the TPT-WG web site.





9. The Gender Project Team also considered its future, the question of its continued existence and future works, in particular.





10. Recommendations:





The Steering Committee recommends that Plenary:





advise all  economies to continue to familiarize themselves with the Gender Criteria Section of the APEC Guidebook on APEC Projects;





agree that the Gender Project Team continue to liaise with the AGGI in order to circulate appropriate information to all economies and provide guidance on gender-related issues;





inform all project overseers to take the necessary means to improve the quality of the gender analysis provided in Annex A of the Guidebook on APEC projects; and 





agree that Canada continue to be the TPT-WG�s focal point on gender issues until TPT-WG 20.





Seafarers� Training Project (Indonesia) 





11. The Seafarers� Training Project Group did not meet at the TPT-WG 19, but submitted a concept paper (TPTWG19/SCHRD/4(c)) on the Phase III of the project which aims to set up a Network System of uniform seafarers� training via harmonized curriculum and syllabus, exchanging senior instructors, on board training, and the use of training facilities and equipment among APEC member economies.





12. The Steering Committee agreed that economies would need more time to review the paper submitted by Indonesia and to give them 4-6 weeks to do so and comment to Indonesia (c/o Secretary of Education and Training Agency, MOC, Tel/Fax 62 21 3847480).





Bilateral Aviation Training Projects Register (Australia)





13. It was agreed at the TPT-WG 18 that Australia�s proposal to   establish a Bilateral Training Projects Register identifying all existing bilateral training projects being undertaken between APEC economies to help provide economies with details of existing bilateral training projects would be useful.





14. Australia has commenced work on the development of the projects register and proposed a structure and contents of the register (TPTWG19/SCHRD/4(d)) which includes details of the Aviation Law Training Project being undertaken between Australia and Indonesia as an example.





15. In relation to the establishment of a bilateral training projects register, Australia reported that it is undertaking a project on International Negotiations Training in Indonesia which could potentially be developed as an APEC-funded project proposal for other APEC economies.





16. Recommendations:





The Steering Committee recommends that Plenary:





encourage economies to identify existing projects which are being undertaken bilaterally between economies to be placed on the bilateral training projects register under development by Australia.





note the Australian project on International Negotiations Training in Indonesia and that Australia will consider  developing a project proposal for consideration at TPT-WG 20 with the approval of the Steering Committee.





Pilot Electronic Commerce Training in Maritime Transport (Australia)





17. The Steering Committee received progress report (TPTWG19/SCHRD/4(e)) and was informed a web site (http://www.carleycorp.com/apec) has been set up for the discussion and promotion of the project.  Participating economies will be Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Chinese Taipei; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Mexico; New Zealand; the Philippines; Thailand; and Viet Nam.





18. Recommendations:





The Steering Committee recommends that Plenary:





note the  progress on Pilot Electronic Commerce Training in Maritime Transport project and the progress report.








III. OPERATIONAL PLAN





19. The HRD Steering Committee Operational Plan will be updated to reflect the outcomes of TPT-WG 19.








IV. APPROVAL OF NEW PROJECTS





20. The Steering Committee considered three new project proposals:





Identification of Competency Standards for Perishable Goods Handling and Development of Training Programs (Australia)





21. This project proposal seeks for all applicable commodities to improve the perishable goods handling skills of middle level managers and handlers in the APEC region.





22. This project proposes to achieve its objectives by identifying key skills necessary for efficient and cost-effective supply chain management for perishable goods with special reference to middle-level managers and handlers; establishing a compendium of training needs and available training programs; and developing training programs on handling skills where shortfalls are revealed.





23. The project proposal is co-sponsored by Canada, Thailand and USA,  supported by the Intermodal Task Force, and seeks funding of US$49,000 from the APEC Central Fund.





24. Recommendations:





The Steering Committee recommends that Plenary:





approve the project proposal �Identification of Competency Standards for Perishable Goods Handling and Development of Training Programs� for submission to BMC.





Aviation Law Training in APEC Economies (Australia)





25. It was noted that the Australian proposal was to provide government and aviation industry sectors in APEC economies with a greater understanding of the role played in aviation law in regulating civil aviation in the international arena.  As such, it would be complementary to an ICAO project currently under development.  The ICAO project is to develop a course on aviation law and its relationship to regulations and implementing standards necessary to ensure adequate safety oversight of an economy�s civil aviation industry.  The development of a standard and  harmonized aviation law, regulations and training courses has been previously endorsed through the work of the aviation safety initiative of the SC/SE.





26. It was agreed that if the project is approved by BMC, it will co-report to the SC/SE�s Aviation Safety Experts Group.





27. The project proposal seeks funding of US$43,500 from the APEC Central Fund for the year 2001.





28. Recommendations:





The Steering Committee recommends that Plenary:





approve the project proposal �Aviation Law Training in APEC Economies� for submission to BMC.





Identification of Needed Intermodal Skills and Development of Required Training Programs: Phase 2 � Development of Required Training Programs (Canada)





29. This project seeks to establish the educational entry point for individual APEC economies to use as a gateway to developing intermodal skills in the local context.  It consists of the development of a one-week course in �Intermodal Basic Competencies�, with appropriate curricular and pedagogical materials to be used by trained facilitators and/or subject matter experts, and its delivery as a pilot project in a member economy.





30. Benefits and deliverables of the development of required training programs include contribution to the increased efficiency of the transportation sector; contribution to improved safety of those working in the transportation sector; and assisting to sustainable growth and development of the Asia Pacific region and their equitable participation in intermodal transportation internationally. 





31. The project proposal is supported by the Intermodal Task Force and seeks funding of US$75,000 from the APEC Central Fund.





32. Recommendations:





The Steering Committee recommends that Plenary:





approve the project proposal �Identification of Needed Intermodal Skills and Development of Required Training Programs: Phase 2 � Development of Required Training Programs� for submission to BMC.








V. OUTSTANDING ISSUES





33. There are no outstanding issues requiring a decision or directive from Plenary.








VI. MANAGEMENT ISSUES





34. There were no management issues requiring a decision from the Plenary.














VII.  OTHER BUSINESS





35. The Transportation Working Group has been invited by the Human Capacity Building Coordinating Group (HCBCG) to participate it its meetings and the HRD Steering Committee, since it was given the task of further exploring the Human Capacity Building Initiative by Brunei Darussalam which it endorsed at the TPT-WG 18, was asked to take part.  The Steering Committee would like to note that Australia has volunteered to participate on behalf of the TPT-WG at the HCBCG Meeting in Beijing in May 2001 and note its appreciation to Australia for volunteering.
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