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INTRODUCTION





This economy update by Australia will focus on five key developments: 





1. 	An update of Australia�s Freight Transport Logistics Industry Action Agenda for 2000-2001. The Action Agenda�s aim is to address impediments to growth and offer the opportunity to create a sustainable, internationally competitive freight transport logistics industry. 





2. 	The Australian Government�s announcement of a $1.6 billion fund for the nation�s road network with the major emphasis on investment in the repair and maintenance of vital local roads.





3. 	The National Road Safety Strategy 2001 - 2010. 





4. 	Review of Great Barrier Reef ship safety and pollution prevention.





5. 	Sydney�s future airport needs.





�


1. 	AUSTRALIA�S FREIGHT TRANSPORT LOGISTICS INDUSTRY ACTION AGENDA - UPDATE





Australia�s economy update tabled at the 18th APEC Transportation Working Group meeting in Miyazaki, Japan, October 2000, mentioned that the Minister for Transport and Regional Services, John Anderson, launched a Freight Transport Logistics Industry Action Agenda for 2000-2001. Action Agendas are one of the major initiatives announced in the Government�s 1997 industry policy statement Investing for Growth. 





The Action Agenda aims to address impediments to growth and offer the opportunity to create a sustainable, internationally competitive freight transport logistics industry.





In January 2001, the Minister appointed an Industry Steering Committee to oversee the development of the Action Agenda. The Committee comprises of key industry players and is chaired by Mr John Bowdler, former Deputy Secretary of the Department of Transport and Regional Services.





�
The Committee has since met twice. At its second meeting, the Committee agreed to the formation of three working groups covering: 





the future of the freight transport logistics industry; 





education and training issues relating to the freight transport logistics industry; and 





business practice re-engineering, information technology and workplace relations. 





The Committee also agreed to release an information flier on the Action Agenda, and an issues paper based on the outcomes of previous studies relevant to the freight transport logistics sector.





The Committee will meet next on 1 May 2001. Further information can be found at www.dotrs.gov.au/logistics





2. 	THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT�S $1.6 BILLION INVESTMENT IN ROADS





On 27 November 2000, the Australian Government announced a $1.6 billion fund for the nation�s road network with the major emphasis on investment in the repair and maintenance of vital local roads.





The funding would be over and above existing budget allocations from the Federal Government for local roads, Roads of National Importance and National Highways.


$1.2 billion of the $1.6 billion would be distributed directly to local government under the Roads to Recovery program for local road construction and repair. A further $400 million over four years from 2001-02 would be allocated to National Highway and Roads of National Importance projects to develop key arterial link roads in outer metropolitan areas with details to be unveiled in 2001 once potential projects had been assessed and prioritised.





Under this approach approximately $850 million of the $1.2 billion Roads to Recovery Program would be spent in rural and regional Australia, in recognition of the fact that this was where the need was greatest.





Further details on funding allocation are available at: 


http://www.dotrs.gov.au/land/road/r2r/r2r-funding-levels.htm








3. 	NATIONAL ROAD SAFETY STRATEGY 2001-2010





In November 2000, the Australian Transport Council (of Federal, State and Territory Transport Ministers) launched the National Road Safety Strategy 2001-2010 and supporting two-year Action Plan. The Strategy provides a comprehensive national framework of road safety objectives and measures, designed to complement the strategic plans of State, Territory and local governments. It aims to reduce the number of road fatalities per 100,000 population by 40 per cent over the next decade.





Further details are available at: 


http://www.dotrs.gov.au/atc/strategy.pdf 


and 


http://www.dotrs.gov.au/atc/ACTIONPLAN.PDF 








4. 	REVIEW OF GREAT BARRIER REEF SHIP SAFETY AND POLLUTION PREVENTION





In response to the grounding incident involving the Malaysian container ship Bunga Teratai Satu, the Hon John Anderson MP, the Minister for Transport and Regional Services, established a Strategic Review of Great Barrier Reef Ship Safety and Pollution Prevention Measures (the Review) on 6 November 2000. The Steering Committee for the Review comprises senior officials from the Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA), the Queensland Department of Transport, the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority and the Commonwealth Department of Transport and Regional Services.





The Review�s terms of reference, released on 24�s terms of reference, released on 24 November 2000, require development of strategies relating t 





Extending the compulsory pilotage area in the Reef taking into account availability of skilled pilots and possible impacts on fatigue management; 





Advancing introduction of technology to track and monitor shipping in the Reef; 





Enhancing existing ship routeing, traffic management and emergency response arrangements; 





Constraining certain types of ships from operating in the inner Reef, or adjacent to the Reef, having regard to their condition, operational status and nature of cargo; and 





Improving legislative powers of intervention and enforcement, heightening the level of offences and penalties, and ordering restitution to the maximum extent possible under international law. 





The terms of reference also require the Review to consult with interested parties. To assist this process the Steering Committee prepared a discussion paper which can be obtained via the AMSA web site at www.amsa.gov.au. Some 80 stakeholders have been invited to prepare submissions addressing the terms of reference. Such submissions are required by 31 March 2001. 





Furthermore, the Steering Committee held an initial series of consultative forums in Cairns, Townsville, Brisbane and on three Torres Strait islands during February and March 2001. As the Review is examining measures that have a direct impact on pilotage interests, there were special consultative arrangements to ensure that such interests were fully considered.





The Review Steering Committee referred its interim report to the Minister on 15 December 2000. The final report, which is required by 29 June 2001, will recommend strategies to carry forward the other initiatives in line with the Government�s determination to ensure the Great Barrier Reef is appropriately protected from any adverse impact of shipping activities.
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5. 	SYDNEY�S FUTURE AIRPORT NEEDS 





The Federal Government announced in December 2000 that it had concluded that Sydney (Kingsford Smith) Airport is comfortably handling its growing level of air traffic, and that construction of a second major airport in the city would be premature. The Government also decided that Bankstown Airport (a general aviation airport is Sydney�s west) would be made available as an overflow airport for Sydney that will, over time, become an attractive alternative for some airline services.





The existing operational arrangements at Sydney Airport including the curfew, the eighty movements per hour cap and the guaranteed slots for regional airlines will remain in place. To encourage more efficient utilisation of the airport, the use of larger aircraft will be encouraged. The Government is confident that the commercial decisions by airlines and the policy measures that were announced will ensure that Sydney Airport will be able to cope with increasing air traffic until the end of the decade. The Government will further review Sydney�s airport needs in 2005.





Further information is available at: www.dotrs.gov.au 


