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New Zealand and the United States

AVIATION SAFETY : PROGRESS REPORT ON RECIPROCAL ACCEPTANCE OF CERTIFICATION OF APPROVED MAINTENANCE ORGANISATIONS (AMOs)

Background
At TPT-WG/17, New Zealand and the United States presented a joint project concept paper regarding reciprocal acceptance of aircraft certification and continued airworthiness services (TPT-WG17/SC/SE/4.1/1).  New Zealand and the United States proposed that a group of aviation safety experts begin to identify common procedures for the certification of aircraft, and aircraft repair and maintenance organisations (usually described as "approved maintenance organisations" (AMOs)).  The project’s goal would be to work towards the reciprocal acceptance of such certifications among APEC economies to reduce the burden of multiple certification approvals.  

The two economies met at TPT-WG/18 and then intersessionally, and agreed that the original project (involving aircraft certification) had been overtaken by events resulting from recent harmonisation initiatives involving a number of civil aviation authorities.  However, multiple repair and maintenance certifications remains an issue.  

New Zealand and the United States recommended at TPT-WG/19 (TPT/19/SCSE 3.4) that a survey be conducted to establish, to the extent possible, the scope of aircraft repair and maintenance services within economies.  Based on those results, a project to document a process for use by economies’ aviation authorities to achieve reciprocal acceptance of AMO certification may be pursued. The intent of the survey was endorsed by the TPT-WG.

Regrettably, the survey was not formally issued during 2001 owing to the sponsors’ commitments to other important projects. However both economies wish to progress the matter this year.  

The survey’s purpose is to:

· determine the number of repair stations certified by an economy within that economy; 

· determine the number of repair stations certified by an economy outside of that economy; 

· gauge the volume of certified repair and maintenance activity within each economy on its own economy’s aircraft/components; and 

· gauge the volume of certified repair and maintenance activity within each economy on foreign-registered aircraft/components.

The survey questionnaire was circulated to economies on 7 February 2002 and responses are due by 1 May 2002.  Upon full completion of the survey, New Zealand and the United States will analyse the results and work intersessionally to develop a possible project for consideration by the TPT-WG and propose next steps, as appropriate, in time for TPT-WG/21 in September 2002. 

New Zealand and the United States urge all economies to complete the survey, and encourage economies' aviation safety oversight organisations to seek an aviation industry perspective on the benefits of APEC pursing reciprocal acceptance agreements.

