
Japan’s Report; for the Implementation of Counter-terrorism Actions

  On 11th of September,2001,the world encountered the utterly unacceptable and vicious terrorist attacks which occurred in the United States. We express our deepest and sincerest condolences to the victims and their relatives, which include the people of more than 60 economies. We continue to share our fury and concern towards such unacceptable action against ordinary people of the world.

We have since been concerned seriously about security issues in order to protect our transportation systems against unlawful attacks. Through establishing such security measures we can then move forward to realising a well-advanced and flourishing society. 

1. Japan’s actions after the terrorists’ attacks on 11th of September, 2001.

Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport (MLIT), Japan, has been strengthening and enhancing countermeasures as shown below;

[General]

· getting effective security information in advance and delivering it to concerned entities

· reaffirming the rescue system and communication routes among related entities for immediate response to accidents

· enhancing monitoring systems for transportation security, and strengthening patrols through cooperation with police departments, etc

· encouraging to strengthen patrol by transportation entities for protecting important infrastructure, such as roads, rivers, airports and seaports

· disseminating the procedures concerning unidentified materials suspected of being biochemical weapons

[Civil aviation]

· strengthening the patrolling programmes in airports by airlines to most strict phase ‘E’ as an emergency phase, as well as by airport administration officers

· prohibiting to carry any kinds of knives into commercial airplanes on both domestic and international flights to protect against hijacks

· providing supplementally X-ray screening devices for fully screening all checked baggage, and additional and sufficient explosive detectors to find non-metal bombs such as plastics

· establishing manuals for emergency landing of civil airplanes at nearest airport in case of attacks such as hijacks

· fully supporting ICAO initiatives, for example, reviewing international security standards in the General Assembly on 6th of October, 2001

and to protect from terrorism by using small and private airplanes:

· prevent flights over important facilities such as military bases and nuclear power plants

[Maritime Transport]

· strengthening patrols, by patrol vessels and airplanes in coastal areas, important facilities such as military bases, nuclear power plants and international airports

· enhancing the ability to guard and provide immediate response against terrorists attacks

· strengthening inspections, cooperating with police and immigration authorities

· furnishing supplemental detective and protective devices against biochemical attacks

[Railway]

· guiding to patrol more frequently and strictly monitor related-facilities such as coach yards

[Bus]

· guiding to strengthen patrols on bus stops near major railway stations and major bus stations, especially when parking and boarding

[Express delivery, etc.]

· guiding to take appropriate countermeasures for suspicious cargo

For your information, some more details are attached as attachment 1.

2.Report of Ministerial Conference on Transport in Tokyo in 15-16 January,2002.

The Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport (MLIT), Japan, held the Ministerial Conference on Transport on 15-16th January, 2002 in Tokyo. This conference was originally planned to exchange views on the environmentally-friendly transportation. 22 countries and organizations participated in the conference. 

After the September 11th attacks, it was the first gathering of transportation leaders. Therefore all participating ministers agreed to hold the special session on Transport and Counter-Terrorism. 

The ministers discussed issues on transportation security and were unanimous in their intention, as the authorities responsible for transportation policy, to send a strong message to the world of their commitment to assure security in transportation through intensified coordination among the related-entities, increased international cooperation and increased support for the initiatives of relevant international organisations. 

The Transport Ministers’ Statement on Counter-Terrorism, which has been adopted at the Ministerial Conference, is attached to this document as attachment 2.

Reference: Outline of the Ministers’ Statement on Counter- Terrorism

The statement:

1)
condemns the terrorists’ attacks in the United States and expresses condolences to the victims;

2)  expresses support and cooperation for the Initiatives of the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) and International Maritime Organisation (IMO);

3) promises cooperation for the success of the ICAO High-Level, Ministerial Conference on Aviation Security (in February 2002) and its goal of enhancing and strengthening international aviation security standards and establishing an ICAO security audit programme;

4) underscores the need for better international exchanges of information, international cooperation for developing countries, and cooperation for relevant international organisations; and

5) expresses commitment to the initiatives described above in order to effectively improve the safety and security of air and maritime transportation around the world

3.Tackling Security Challenges for a Safe and Sound Future

A safe and sound, stable and reliable transportation system is crucial for sustainable development in the Asia-Pacific region. Japan will take and strengthen countermeasures against unlawful and unpardonable acts including the misuse of civil aircraft, vessels, trains and vehicles. 

Japan will also contribute to enhancing regional and global transport security systems against any kinds of terror which threaten our transportation systems which are invaluable to society.

Example:

Seminar on Aviation Security; the purpose of this seminar is to provide participants with fundamental knowledge of aviation security measures practiced in Japan, which includes ICAO specifications. 

In this seminar, the following major subjects will be covered; (1) civil aviation in Japan (2) airport management and security guard (3) countermeasures for aviation security (4) security control systems (5) presentation and discussion by participants (6) observation for airports and aviation facilities to: (a) deepen the fundamental knowledge of international measures for aviation security, (b) acquire the fundamental knowledge of countermeasures for aviation security and security control systems practiced in Japan (as a reference) , (c) deepen the fundamental technical knowledge of security in each participating country, and thus contribute to considering the improvement for such problems.

This seminar has been held once a year by JICA Tokyo and Civil Aviation Bureau, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport. As one of the strengthened measures, the number of participants has doubled this fiscal year (approximately 30) and it was held on 22nd of Jan. to 23rd of Feb.,2002.

Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport (MLIT), Japan, has been strengthening and enhancing countermeasures as shown below;


[General]

· getting effective security information in advance and delivering it to concerned entities

· reaffirming the rescue system and communication routes among related entities for immediate response to accidents

· improving emergency manuals

· enhancing monitoring systems for transportation security, and strengthening patrols through cooperation with police departments, etc

· encouraging transportation entities to strengthen security of its control spaces such as cockpits

· encouraging transportation entities to strengthen patrols for overseeing facilities

· strengthening the patrol of important facilities by Japan Coast Guard

· encouraging to strengthen patrol by transportation entities for protecting important infrastructure, such as roads, rivers, airports and seaports

· promoting introduction and strengthening of countermeasures against terrorism with biochemical weapons

· disseminating the procedures concerning unidentified materials suspected of being biochemical weapons

· international cooperation and coordination with regard to countermeasures against terrorism

[Civil aviation]

newly-implemented measures after the attacks on September ,2001:

· strengthening the patrolling programmes in airports by airlines to most strict phase ‘E’ as an emergency phase, as well as by airport administration officers

· prohibiting to carry any kinds of knives into commercial airplanes on both domestic and international flights to protect against hijacks

· providing supplementally X-ray screening devices for fully screening all checked baggage, and additional and sufficient explosive detectors to find non-metal bombs such as plastics

· building security-inspection facilities for more effective security checks at international hub airports(Narita, Kansai) and Tokyo International Airport ( Haneda)

· establishing manuals for emergency landing of civil airplanes at nearest airport in case of attacks such as hijacks

· strengthening cockpit doors for protecting cockpit crew against cockpit attack

· fully supporting ICAO initiatives, for example, reviewing international security standards in the General Assembly on 6th of October, 2001

· considering and contributing to the enhancement of security inspections with international cooperation and coordination

· adopting ‘the Transport Minister’s Statement on Counter-terrorism’ on the special session of the Ministerial Conference on Transport 

and to protect from terrorism by using small and private airplanes:

· prevent flights over important facilities such as military bases and nuclear power plants

· prevent the carrying of dangerous materials into planes, by touch screenings, etc. prevent airplanes and disseminating devices from carrying dangerous chemicals

· checking suspicious persons when authorities investigate flying plans

in case of accidents, the measures below are to be implemented:

· gathering information and instructing appropriate countermeasures, effectively using the airport crisis management system, which is able to transmit pictures from accident site without time-lags

· force questionable hijacked airplanes to land at nearest airport in accordance with the manuals above

· order other planes to deflect from flying in and around critical zones if necessary

As to damage compensation for third parties due to terrorists’ attacks, the Japanese government has endorsed by Cabinet to allocate up to the maximum 2 billion USD for the sake of maintaining operations and compensation for victims (since 2nd of October, 2001).

[Maritime Transport]

· strengthening patrols, by patrol vessels and airplanes in coastal areas, important facilities such as military bases, nuclear power plants and international airports

· enhancing the ability to guard and provide immediate response against terrorists attacks

· gathering information more effectively from maritime and fishery entities on maritime crimes such as unlawful immigration 

· strengthening inspections, cooperating with police and immigration authorities

· strengthening training for officials involved in counter-terrorism 

· furnishing supplemental detective and protective devices against biochemical attacks

· augmenting patrols on vessels and quays for identifying suspicious materials and persons

· inviting passengers to cooperate with authorities on identifying suspicious persons

· guiding to strengthen monitoring of individuals boarding and getting off passenger vessels

· providing navigational safety information to related-vessels

· increasing swift communication systems to authorities in case of emergency, introducing one-touch alarm system

· adopting ‘The Transport Minister’s Statement on Counter-terrorism’ on the special session of the Ministerial Conference on Transport, 15-16 January, 2001

[Railway]

As the protective measures on bullet trains (Shin-kansen),etc.:

· guiding to monitor by video camera and strengthen patrols for facilities in stations

· encouraging to augment patrols in coaches and lock more frequently the entrances of controlled spaces

· guiding to patrol more frequently and strictly monitor related-facilities such as coach yards

[Bus]

As the protective measures:

· guiding to strengthen patrols on bus stops near major railway stations and major bus stations, especially when parking and boarding

· guiding to inspect its furnishings more elaborately before and after operations

· guiding to strengthen patrols around garages and to securely lock the doors 

· inviting passengers to cooperate with authorities on identifying suspicious persons

if attacks occur:

-
use of external emergency lights on bus to alert authorities of danger

[Express delivery, etc.]

· guiding to take appropriate countermeasures for suspicious cargo

TRANSPORT MINISTERS’ STATEMENT ON COUNTER-TERRORISM 


Tokyo, Japan, 15 January 2002

1.
We strongly condemn the brutal and heinous acts of terrorism in which civil aviation aircraft were used in the September 11, 2001 attacks in the United States and deplore the resulting heavy loss of life. We therefore resolve to take every possible measure to prevent such terrorist attacks from occurring again.

2.
We fully support the actions and initiatives taken by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and International Maritime Organization (IMO) in order to ensure the safe, secure, reliable and seamless flow of air and sea transportation from any terrorist action.  To this end, we resolve to work closely together with these organizations in order to achieve effective results.

3.
In particular, we hereby pledge to make concerted efforts for the success of the ICAO High-Level, Ministerial Conference on Aviation Security, which is to be held in February 2002 with the purposes to strengthen civil aviation security and to establish an ICAO security audit programme in order to ensure that each country conforms to applicable international standards relating to airport security arrangements and civil aviation security programmes.

4.
Furthermore, we recognize the importance of sharing information on transportation security issues, for the purpose of examining and implementing more concrete and better coordinated measures that will more effectively protect transportation systems against terrorism. We also recognize the necessity to assist developing countries in respect to civil aviation and marine transportation safety and security matters, and to support activities in these areas that are undertaken by competent international organizations. 

5.
We are determined to intensify our activities to implement the initiatives outlined above, in order to promote more effectively the safety and security of air and sea transportation throughout the world.
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