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Current Status

Australia is conducting a competitive tender to determine the consultant for the Non-Tariff Measures Project. The tender documentation was circulated to TPT-WG Heads of Delegation to encourage businesses from all APEC economies to participate in this process. Steering Committee for assessing tender applications is in the process of being formed.  The closing date for the submission of tender proposals is 15 March 2002. 

Background

The project “Non-Tariff Measures in the Transport Sector” was initiated as a consequence of the request from the APEC Market Access Group.  Australia as the Chair of the APEC TPT-WG Steering Committee on More Competitive Transportation Industry undertook to develop the project proposal.  The proposal was developed and presented to the 19th TPT-WG meeting in April 2001.  The meeting endoresed the project proposal and agreed to submit it to the APEC Budget and Management Committee (BMC) for funding

The BMC gave the final funding approval for the project for US$99,000 from the TILF account in August 2001.  The APEC Ministerial Meeting in Shanghai in October 2001 approved the project for inclusion in the 2002 TILF Special Account budget.  Following that Australia in consultation with APEC Secretariat developed tender documentation and started the tender process.

The objective of the project is to identify the existing non-tariff measures and anti-competitive business practices in the transport sector of the APEC economies and develop a “best practice model” which can serve as a guide to the elimination or reduction of any barriers. As such the project will benefit most of the participants in the transport industry in the APEC region.

Attachment A

The proposed timetable for the implementation of the project

1.
Deadline for submission of proposals to the Project Overseer
15 March 2002

2.
Proposal evaluation and tenderer selection 


5 April 2002

3.
Negotiation of contract details between the APEC Secretariat and the successful tenderer
8-16 April 2002

5. Inventory of the work on the issue performed within the TPT-WG

May 2002

6.
Analysis of the legislation and government regulations of the APEC economies

June/July 2002

7.
Analysis of regulations and other administrative arrangements at non-federal (local) level in the APEC economies.
August/October 2002

8.
Interim report on stages 1 to 3 of the project. (Payment of the first disbursement to the consultant)
Late October 2002

9. Interview program with major participants in the transport industry in the APEC region
Nov 2002/Jan 2003

10. Comparative analysis of the legislation and business practices of the APEC economies
Feb/March 2003

11. Interim report on stages 4 to 5 of the project. (Payment of the second disbursement to the consultant)
Late April 2003

12. Summarising the conclusions and developing the “best practice” model
April/May 2003

13. Preparation and submission of the draft final report to the TPT-WG. (Payment of the third disbursement to the consultant)
June 2003

14. Finalisation of the report at the TPT-WG meeting. (Payment of the final disbursement to the consultant)
October 2003

