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Background of the Meeting

1. In order to improve the capacity and efficiency of the ports in the APEC region, the Group set up six (6) projects and successfully completed these work themes. 
2. A report summarizing all the work results was formulated and circulated to the member economies.
3. The APEC port database is now in operation and vigorously utilized by the relevant personnel of governments and port authorities.
4. A seminar entitled “Earthquake Countermeasures in the APEC Ports” was successfully held in Kobe, Japan, with more than a hundred people participating.
5. The Group set up three (3) projects, Electronic Port Manifests, Port and Inter-modal Interface, and Port Investment, and has taken some other projects under consideration.
Summary of Discussions at Manila
1. Participation

The 11th Group meeting was held from 9:00 - 17:00 on March 4, 2002 and from 9:00 - 12:30 on March 5, 2002 in Manila, Republic of the Philippines with the participation of 34 persons from the following 14 economies; Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, People(s Republic of China, Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Peru, Republic of the Philippines, Russian Federation, Republic of Singapore, Thailand, and the United States of America. 

The meeting was also attended by 3 experts from the following 3 international organizations, UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and Pacific (ESCAP), Asian Development Bank (ADB), and International Navigation Association (PIANC). A participant list is attached hereinafter. 

2. APEC Port Database                                                                    (Japan)

The APEC Port Database overseer distributed the operational guidelines to all the member economies as well as the pubic users so as to ensure smooth operation of the database. The member economies are strongly encouraged to regularly update their data by following the instructions provided in the guidelines.

3. On-Going Project

3-1 Electronic Port Manifests                                                    (Australia)
    Australia presented a progress report on this theme. It was agreed that the coordinator would put forward the project with cooperation of the member economies. The final report will be presented at the next Port Experts Group meeting in Brisbane and the project will be completed by the spring of 2003.

    (Information Session)

An information session took place following the discussion on the project. Electronic commerce software vendors and operators introduced various technological options available for the implementation of electronic port manifests and customs declarations. These were found to be very helpful in actualizing the process.

3-2 Port and Inter-modal Interface                                                 (Thailand)

    Thailand presented a progress report that included the results of the questionnaire survey forwarded to the member economies. The member economies that have not responded to the questionnaire yet are strongly urged to do so at the earliest convenient time. Upon receipt of the responses, the final report will be presented at the next Port Experts Group meeting in Brisbane and the project will be completed by the spring of 2003.

3-3 Port Investment                                                                           (Japan)

    Japan presented a progress report that included the results of the questionnaire survey forwarded to the member economies and a case study in an economy. The second in-depth questionnaire survey form will be forwarded to the member economies by the end of April 2002 and all the member economies are strongly urged to fill it in at the earliest convenient time. The final report will be presented at the 13th Port Experts Group meeting next spring and the project will be completed by the spring of 2003. 

4. New Projects

4-1 Technical Standards of Ports in the APEC Region                      (Japan)

    Japan presented a draft TOR for the project. After reviewing the legal system and contents of the current technical standards of ports in each economy, the project will try to identify a new design methodology that takes environmental factors into account. In the course of the study, effects (including adverse ones) of would-be international standards such as ISO code and EURO code will be reviewed. A questionnaire survey form will be forwarded to the member economies via e-mail shortly. 

    A new project, “Soft Seabed Ground Improvement Technology”, which was proposed and partly implemented by Korea, will be incorporated into this project.

4-2 Mitigation and Response Measures for Natural and Technological Disasters at Ports                                                                         (USA)

    The discussion on this project is carried over to the next meeting. The USA will prepare a project proposal, which will be discussed at the next Port Experts Group meeting. 

5. Joint Project

5-1 Electronic Intra Port Community Discussion Group Pilot Project       

（Australia）

    The project was jointly discussed with Electronic Commerce Group at the last meeting, where it was agreed that the project would move forward with some amendments to the original proposal and the coordinator would seek APEC funds. 

    Australia presented a revised proposal and again it was agreed that the project would move forward with APEC funds. 

6. Presentations from International Organizations

In order to obtain in-depth knowledge about the latest port-related activities of international organizations, the chair set up a presentation session by three international organizations. 

All the presentations were highly appreciated by the members. It was agreed that we would seek another opportunity to obtain information from the relevant organizations at the next Port Experts Group meeting. 

6-1 ESCAP (UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific)

    ESCAP presented the results of the latest study on container traffic forecast. According to the study, the volume of container port traffic in the ESCAP region will greatly increase to 216 million TEU in 2011 compared to 95 million TEU in 1999. Since the container traffic was forecasted for each economy, it would be greatly useful when an economy carries out its own forecast. 

ESCAP proposed a joint study with APEC. ESCAP will prepare a project proposal, which will be discussed at the next Port Experts Group meeting. 

6-2 ADB (Asian Development Bank)

    ADB introduced its port-related activities in the region and specifically discussed the port sector policy of ADB. Since the bank is one of the largest donors for infrastructure development in the region and also has many programs for technical cooperation it was a great opportunity to listen to its current operation and a future strategy for port development.

6-3 PIANC (International Navigation Association)

    PIANC introduced its latest publication entitled “Seismic Design Guidelines for Port Structure”. This was compiled in a working group of PIANC and is the first international guidelines for seismic design for port facilities. Although the subject is specialized, it will be a useful reference for mitigating seismic hazard for ports. It is encouraged to forward the information and make aware of the availability of the book to the port authorities and the engineering communities for designing port facilities. 

7.  Other Business Matters

7.1 The Role of Far Eastern Russian Ports in the Worldwide Transportation System

    Russia made a presentation on the captioned issue. Russia will make a more detailed presentation on this issue at the next Port Experts Group meeting. 

7.2 Proposal from Maritime Initiative

    Upon the request made by the Maritime Initiative Group, the member economies are advised to summarize their views and opinions on "Facilitation of International Shipping Project" and forward them to the Chair of the Port Experts Group by the end of July 2002. 
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