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LEADERS AND MINISTERS TASKING STATEMENT
Background Information on Agenda Item No. 5. b
In its present role as SOM Chair, Mexico early this year issued the summary “Tasking Statement” reflecting the decisions taken by APEC Foreign and Trade Ministers at the end of China’s term as APEC Chair for 2001.
In view of its importance to the overall work of the Transportation Working Group (TPT-WG) and on the basis of the “special” emphasis made by our Leaders at their Shanghai Meeting in condemning the terrorist attacks on the US, the Tasking Statement on Counter-Terrorism will be treated as a separate sub-agenda item under item no. 5.a of the Shepherds/Steering Committee Coordinators/ Heads of Delegation Meeting.

The Transportation Working Group (TPT-WG) is the forum responsible for advancing the work of the APEC on transportation. It has contributed immensely in the process of ensuring the region with safe, secure, competitive and environment-friendly transportation systems. It must be emphasized that a seamless and safe transportation system is indispensable in the facilitation of trade and commerce.
Shanghai Accord

Below is the text of the Leaders Statement on the Shanghai Accord:
We announce today the Shanghai Accord as a strategic, forward agenda for the development of APEC in the coming years.  The Accord not only gives voice to our common resolve to fulfill our commitments, it also stands as a template laying out some key steps to be taken to achieve our Goals and Objectives.  Reflecting the diversity of APEC’s membership, it incorporates trade and investment as well as economic and technical cooperation as two mutually supportive and reinforcing elements. 
In Shanghai, we commit to:

· Broadening APEC’s vision for the future by identifying a conceptual and policy framework to guide APEC in the new century.  Such a framework recognizes the changes entailed by globalization and the New Economy and reflects the need to extend the APEC Agenda to cover reforms and capacity building at both domestic and international levels;

· Clarifying APEC’s roadmap for achieving the Bogor Goals on schedule with a mid-term stocktake of the overall progress in 2005, including by broadening and updating the Osaka Action Agenda, adopting a pathfinder approach in advancing selected APEC initiatives towards achieving the Bogor Goals, promoting the adoption of appropriate trade policies for the New Economy, following up on the APEC trade facilitation principles, pursuing greater transparency in economic governance; and
· Strengthening APEC’s implementation mechanism by strengthening the Individual Action Plan Peer Review process; reinforcing ECOTECH and capacity building efforts.

At TPT-WG/20 Meeting, economies will be sought of their views on how the Shanghai Accord would be integrated in the work plan of the TPT-WG.

Osaka Action Agenda (OAA)

Leaders agree that the OAA should be broadened to reflect fundamental changes in the global economy since Osaka, such as the development of new economy  through the implementation of relevant aspects of e-APEC Strategy, and Strengthening the Functioning of Markets.  Leaders direct Ministers to follow this up. Officials should present an interim report at the 2002 Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Trade (MRT) and a full report at the 2002 APEC Ministerial Meeting (AMM) on their recommendations with regard to broadening the OAA.
e-APEC Strategy

There are many cross-cutting issues in the whole APEC process. One among  which under New Economy is the issue on  e-APEC Strategy.   The relevant text, from Leaders is quoted below.

“We commend the cross-cutting character of the e-APEC Strategy and urge APEC fora and member-economies to implement the programs for collective and individual actions set out in the Strategy, as appropriate.  Under the current circumstances, the early implementation of the Strategy will also support the revival of the ICT sector.”

It may be recalled that at their annual Meeting in Brunei Darussalam in 2000, Leaders have launched the Action Agenda for the New Economy to demonstrate their resolve to create a digital society.  The e-APEC Task Force was established to coordinate APEC initiatives to develop and expand the Action Agenda for the New Economy.  
The e-APEC Strategy has three pillars: creation of an environment for strengthening market structures and institutions; facilitation of an environment for infrastructure  investment, and technology development and enhancement of human capacity building to promote entrepreneurship.

The TPT-WG   is expected to report to the Ministers on actions taken to implement the e-APEC Strategy. As a point of discussion at the APEC TPT-WG/20 Meeting, Economies, Steering Committee Coordinators and Expert Group Chairs  would be sought of their views on how the e-APEC Strategy could be implemented in their respective work programmes.

Human Capacity Building

The relevant text of Leaders on  Human Capacity Building is copied below:
“We reiterate that human capacity building (HCB) remains a central theme this year and the years ahead.  We commend the success of the High-Level Meeting on Human Capacity Building, and welcome the Beijing Initiative  as a comprehensive set of principles for human capacity building, which also provides opportunities for further work in the New Economy.  We call on APEC fora and member-economies to undertake follow-up activities in specific areas of their interest in the spirit of developed and developing economies complementing each other.

Our Ministers have applauded the various initiatives undertaken in this respect, particularly the Beijing Initiative at the APEC High-Level Meeting on Human Capacity Building and agreed to submit the Beijing Initiative to Leaders as a way to provide opportunities for further work on human capacity building in the context of the New Economy.  Ministers instructed Senior Officials, working through APEC fora, to further develop and carry out initiatives for future work as appropriate to translate the shared vision into action.

Members will recall that at TPT-WG/19, our Leaders at their Meeting in Brunei Darussalam endorsed the Human Capacity Building Initiative, an APEC High-Level Meeting on Human Capacity Building, as well as the formation of the Human Capacity  Building Coordinating Group (HCBCG) to prepare a human capacity building strategy. 
The Beijing Initiative points out that the New Economy offers unprecedented opportunities for economic growth, employment and higher living standards. It poses new challenges for  economies to respond to the management, policy, social and human resources impacts of globalization.
At TPT-WG/20 Meeting, economies will be sought of their views on how the TPT can integrate in its work the human capacity building strategy. The Steering Committee on Human Resources Development  is the appropriate Steering Committee to formulate the TPT Agenda on Human Capacity Building.  Please note that Ministers have urged implementation of  human capacity building projects, including Information Sharing and Best Practices on Teleworking and Preparing Human Resources for the New Economy.
Gender Integration
Another cross-cutting issue in APEC is gender integration.  On the issue on gender integration, Ministers instructed officials and APEC fora  to continue to ensure that women are involved in and benefit from their work.  Ministers tasked officials to complete the development of monitoring mechanisms to ensure the sustainability of gender mainstreaming initiatives in APEC.
At TPT-WG/20, the Lead Shepherd will seek the views of economies and particularly expert group chairs, on how far the TPT has gone with its work on gender integration.
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