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Transportation in the APEC Region:

“Pathways to Prosperity”

3rd APEC Transportation Ministers’ Meeting

Lima, Peru, 3-5 October 2001

Transportation Ministers from 21 APEC economies have praised the joint efforts of the region’s public and private transport sector to address transportation impediments throughout the APEC community.  

Ministers met in Lima, Peru, from 3 to 5 October to exchange views and consider options for continued progress towards achieving the Bogor Goal of free and open trade and investment in the region by 2010/2020.  APEC’s theme for 2001, under China’s leadership, includes “Achieving Common Prosperity through Participation and Cooperation”.  It was therefore fitting that Ministers acknowledged at their 3rd Ministerial meeting the key role transportation plays in contributing to export-led economic development and prosperity in the APEC region, by adopting the theme “Pathways to prosperity”.

In their Joint Ministerial Statement released today, Ministers commended the Transportation Working Group for facilitating the continued improvement of living standards of APEC member economies.  They agreed that “substantial” progress had been made on issues relevant to transportation and trade since the previous two Ministerial meetings, in Victoria BC in 1997, and Washington DC in 1995.  During their talks, Ministers also tackled important issues relating to cooperation on safety and security, reducing impediments to trade and investment and human capacity building.

The Transportation Working Group’s priority areas of more competitive transportation, safe and environment-friendly transportation, and human resources development perfectly mirror APEC's broader goals.  The Ministerial Statement endorses and renews the Group’s mandate to work towards these goals and to “connecting APEC”, to strengthen the ability of APEC economies to “prosper in the global economy through efficient, safe transportation”.

The work of the Transportation the Working Group can be critical to the success of cooperation in as diverse areas as electronic commerce, access to food and tourism.  The Joint Ministerial Statement makes special mention of the contributions made to more competitive air, intermodal and maritime transportation services, and of the potential for further progress in these areas.  

In their Statement, Ministers reiterate that the principal focus of cooperation in APEC is trade and investment liberalisation and facilitation, in tandem with economic and technical cooperation.  The Statement calls on public and private sector representatives to continue to work together to “reach the desired goals of economic development and prosperity for all APEC economies”.
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