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Background

The Paperless Trading Demonstration Project - Electronic Transmission of the SANCRT Message was initiated by Australia, who submitted a formal project proposal at the 17th TPT-WG meeting in March 2000.  The TPT-WG endorsed the proposal and it received final approval for funding by the BMC in July 2000.  The total sum of US$ 90,500 was allocated for the project from the TILF account.

To ensure the success of this project intensive liaison between a large number of stakeholders including industry as users of health certificates, customs and quarantine authorities, technology solutions providers etc was necessary.  In order to fully utilise this communication process to design a project that would achieve the best possible result for all stakeholders the start of the project was suspended for one year.

The Request for Proposal (RFP) has been posted on the APEC Secretariat website.  The closing date for submissions in response to the RFP was 6 September 2002.  The project will be implemented in the period between September 2002 and June 2003. Selection of a consultant is expected to take place following the 21st TPT-WG, with actual work beginning in October 2002.

The project will pass through the following main landmarks: selection of a contractor and industry/economy collaboration (September 2002); performance of research and analysis and completion of a report (October/December 2002); endorsement of subsequent work and a plan for trial (December 2002); coordination and completion of the pre-trial work (January/February 2003); performance of the trial, finalisation of the report and recommendations (March/May 2003); approval of the final report (June 2003).

The project will be implemented in two stages.  At the first stage the selected consultant will conduct consultations with industry and other stakeholders to compile a list of key documents which are required for international cross-border trade and which are currently provided in paper form.  Then drawing on the expertise of electronic commerce experts and service providers, the consultant will develop solutions to assist business and government institutions to replace the existing paper documents with an electronic form.  The second stage will be devoted to demonstrating the applicability of the electronic forms to the actual trading process.  The consultant will work with the importer, exporter and certification authorities of three or more APEC economies to perform an electronic health certification trial.

The invitation to participate in the research stage of the project has been extended to all economies.  Such participation could include collection of information and submission of ideas concerning the removal of institutional barriers to paperless trading, as well as the analysis involving feedback from respective government officials and industry.  It is expected that such involvement will assist in identifying barriers, developing solutions and assisting with the trial.  The project provides for extending an invitation to three economies to participate in the actual electronic health certification trial involving an exporter and an importer.  The economies intending to participate will require an appropriate level of infrastructure.

Economies that are interested in participating in the trial are encouraged to contact Australia as soon as possible.  This would assist in identifying appropriate business and institutional participants for the trial.  The contact person in Australia is Graham Evans (phone: +61 2 6274 6731, fax: +61 2 6274 7744, email: graham.evans@dotars.gov.au
Recommendation

It is recommended that the above progress report be noted and that economies that are interested in participating in the paperless trading trial contact Australia as soon as possible.






Page 3/3

