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At their 9th Meeting in October 2001 in Shanghai, China, Economic Leaders issued a Statement on Counter-Terrorism in response to the terrorist attacks on the United States of America (USA). In that Statement, Leaders condemned the said terrorist attacks and expressed their sympathy and condolences to all victims. They have likewise considered terrorism as a direct challenge to APEC’s vision of free, open and prosperous economies. The relevant text of the of the Counter-Terrorism Statement which Economic Leaders have specifically directed the   Transportation Working Group (TPT-WG) to undertake is quoted below:

“ 6.  Leaders are determined to enhance counter-terrorism cooperation in line with specific circumstances in their respective economies, through:

x x x


Adherence by all economies to relevant international requirements for the security of air and maritime transportation. Leaders call on Transport Ministers to actively take part in the discussions on enhancing airport, aircraft, and port security, achieve effective outcomes as early as possible, and assure full implementation and cooperation in this regard.

In response to the Leaders’ directives, APEC Transportation Ministers at their 3rd Meeting in Lima, Peru,  from 6-9 May 2002 agreed to:

i.  Fully support the actions and initiatives undertaken by ICAO and IMO in aviation and maritime security and resolve to take all necessary measures to prevent a reoccurrence of terrorist attacks as occurred on 11 September 2001;

ii. Endorse efforts to strengthen and harmonise the aviation security framework and promote international cooperation among appropriate entities for the suppression of piracy and armed robbery; and,

iii. Cooperate to improve aviation safety and security oversight capabilities in the region by assisting APEC economies to meet international safety standards and ensure that official aviation personnel are properly trained and have the necessary resources to carry out their aviation responsibilities.

In view of the direct impact of terrorism to the over-all work program  of the TPT-WG, and in response to the Leaders  Statement on Counter-Terrorism Statement, and in support of the Joint Ministerial Statement of Transportation Ministers in  Lima, the TPT-WG has so far undertaken  the following activities/initiatives:

A. Special Meeting of the Transportation Security Experts Group (TSEG), Singapore, January, 2002

Under the auspices of the TPT-WG Steering Committee on Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems (SCSE), the Transportation Security Experts Group (TSEG), upon the initiative of the United States of America (USA), sponsored  a special meeting, primarily intended to formulate urgent project proposals on counter-terrorism. Singapore hosted this meeting.

The TSEG submitted four (4) project proposals but only three (3) were considered by the Budget and Management Committee (BMC) last April and July, 2002 respectively. These were:

i. Feasibility Study for a Terrorism Crisis Management Exercise- Phase 1: Feasibility Study

Phase I of a multi-phase project to increase the capacity of APEC members to survive  and recover from terrorist attacks by building  a set of risk management decision support tools and procedures for standard evaluation and mitigation of the consequences of terrorist attacks using critical transportation infrastructure.

ii. Promoting 100% Baggage Screening;

The project aims to facilitate member-economies to understand the operation requirements for implementing 100% baggage screening for various transportation modes including multi-modal integration.

iii. Survey of Training Requirements and Capabilities, including Database Development

This projects aims to create a database to facilitate training of personnel involved in performing aviation and maritime security risks.

B. Survey Questionnaire on Transportation Security

At the TPT-WG/20 Meeting in Manila last March, 2002, the TPT-WG agreed to survey all APEC member economies to establish the extent to which individual economies have responded to the September 11, 2001 incident and the Leaders’ Statement of Counter-Terrorism. Twelve economies responded to the survey questionnaire  which was prepared by New Zealand and Canada and issued by the Philippines as Lead Shepherd economy. Economies which have not responded to the questionnaire are encouraged  to send their responses to the TPT-WG through the Lead Shepherd.

Results of the survey showed that:

i. 
Ten economies were parties to the Chicago  Convention on International Civil Aviation, and the four (4) Conventions and Protocols relating to aviation security;

ii.
Seven economies were party to the Rome Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against Maritime Navigation and its Protocol, with four economies intending to accede to the Convention and its Protocol.

iii.
Nine economies complied fully with Annex 17 (Aviation Security) to the Chicago Convention, with only one economy having notified differences;

iv.
Nine economies had reviewed transportation security since 11 September 2001, but eleven economies felt that the level of threat had increased;

v.
Eleven economies had introduced enhanced or additional security measures in aviation; eight in maritime; four in rail and road;

vi.
Eleven economies had changed resources allocated to aviation security, eight to maritime security and four to rail security, and

vii.
Supporting legislation had been developed by five economies for aviation security and three for maritime security.


Examples of enhanced or additional security measures included:

i. Introduction of domestic security screening;

ii.
Additional screening for international flights, particularly to the U.S.;

ii. Locking cockpit doors;

iii. Use of “air marshals”;

iv. Increasing patrols at airports; and

v. Better coordination with border agencies, police or other security agencies.

vi.
Several economies have increased aviation security resources through additional funding for personnel and screening equipment (x-ray machines and/or explosive detectors).

vii.
New programmes or initiatives included government financial assistance to airlines and airports to cover  the costs of modifications or new equipment.

C.     International Maritime and Ports Security Conference to be held from  21-23 January 2003, in Singapore

Recognizing the importance of urgently responding to the issue on counter-terrorism, the TPT-WG engaged to support Singapore on the International Maritime and Ports Security Conference to be held from 21-23 January 2003. 

Sponsored by the Maritime and Port Security of Singapore, the conference is expected to discuss  topics on new security environment for  maritime transportation and logistics; ship security- risk assessment and implementation; security for tankers, passengers ships and other ships; data transfer standard and ship security; ship tracking and alerting system; security technologies for Ports and Terminals; container inspection using X-ray Detection systems; legal aspects of maritime security, maritime security against terrorist-related losses, and others.

It was initially suggested to host Singapore  that TPT- WG’s support will come in the form of  personnel resources,  speakers and advertisements of  the  conference, in January 2003.

Points of Discussion


a. 
The Coordinator for the Steering Committee on Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems will be requested to update the TPT on the current status of the implementation of the three (3) projects on counter-terrorism which were earlier approved by the Budget and Management Committee (BMC).


b.
On the survey questionnaire on transportation security, the Lead Shepherd will encourage economies which did not yet submit their respective responses to submit the same to the TPT/21 Secretariat for the determination of final result of survey. This will be submitted to the APEC Secretariat for eventual inclusion in its Final Report on the Implementation of the Leaders’ Statement on Counter-Terrorism.

c. The Lead Shepherd will invite the Singaporean Head of Delegation to brief the TPT on the status of preparations on the international conference on port security and marine counter-terrorism, and to inform the meeting of the required assistance to be extended by the TPT on this conference.


d. 
The Lead Shepherd will solicit the views of HODs on how the TPT can continue to be proactive on the issue of transportation security.

