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1. Implication of the JMS to the Work Programme of the TPT-WG

As  host economy to the 3rd APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting last 6-9  May 2002, Peru circulated immediately after the ministerial meeting the Joint Ministerial Statement (JMS).  The JMS will serve as a fresh mandate of the TPT-WG until the next Transportation Ministerial Meeting in Indonesia, or for the next three (3) years.

In order to respond properly to the directives and instructions of Transportation Ministers, the TPT-WG has to incorporate into its Operational Plan  these directives and instructions. Transportation Ministers have identified priorities to be undertaken by the TPT-WG which is copied below:

Accordingly, we state our priorities for transportation as being:

a. to eliminate barriers to a more competitive transportation operating environment across all modes, ensuring safe and sustainable transport complying with international safety and security standards;

b. to promote economic and technical cooperation especially for developing economies, to assist them in achieving the Bogor Goals;

c. to promote measures, taking into account advancements in technology, to enhance safety, security, environmental protection and energy efficiency;

d. to promote  timely rational investment in the region’s transport infrastructure, and to encourage efficient use of existing infrastructure through the application of appropriate technology, trade and transport facilitation techniques;

e. to cooperate  to address institutional constraints affecting the efficient provision of transportation services in the region, including cross-border facilitation; and

f. to build human capacity in productivity, skills and efficiency of labor and management in the transportation sector.

2. Process to Update the TPT-WG Operational Plan

As a result of the issuance of the Joint Ministerial Statement (JMS), Lead Economies are requested  to update the TPT-WG Operational Plan as approved during the TPT-WG/20 Meeting in Manila last 4-8 March 2002.  When proposing updates, Expert Groups must obtain the necessary clearance from their appropriate Steering Committee Coordinators.  All proposed updates must be submitted to the Host Economy on the evening of Wednesday, 25 September 2002, for consolidation and eventual preparation of a new document which will be presented for discussion and approval during the Final Plenary Session.

3. Establishment of a Corp of Experts to Review TPT-WG Project Proposals

At their April meeting, the Budget and Management Committee (BMC) turned back one (1) of the urgent TPT-WG Project Proposals   earlier submitted for funding.  At their July meeting, the BMC turned back  two (2) project proposals which were earlier endorsed and approved during the TPT-WG/20 Meeting.  These incidents are serious concerns which must be taken into account at the TPT-WG/21 Meeting.

As a backgrounder, some TPT-WG projects which were endorsed to the BMC were returned either because they needed minor adjustments on the proposed budget estimates, or because they needed to be revised in order to comply with the required format of project proposals.

In order to avoid the occurrence of a similar incident in the future, the TPT-WG should identify all concerns which are related to the issue of “project proposals”.

One economy has suggested that one way to address this problem is to engage the services of experts from more experienced economies to provide technical advice to project proponents before their project proposals are submitted to the TPT-WG, for approval.

As a point of discussion, the Lead Shepherd will solicit the views of Economies  on the acceptability of this proposal.  If so, the terms of reference and other mechanics of this proposal should be discussed at this meeting.

4. Arrangements for Future Meetings

Regular TPT-WG Meetings have proved to be as effective mechanism in advancing the work of the TPT-WG.  Being one of the most active fora  in the APEC process, the TPT-WG has to meet regularly in order to sustain the fora’s dynamism to address properly all relevant instructions and directives of Economic Leaders and Transportation Ministers.  Economies which have not yet hosted a single TPT-WG meeting are encouraged to consider hosting a TPT-WG meeting in the near future.

As of this date, no Economy has come forward to  volunteer to host the 22nd APEC TPT-WG Meeting while one Economy has indicated interest to host the 23rd APEC TPT-WG Meeting., subject to official confirmation. Indonesia will host the 4th APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting in 2004.

5. Effective Communications

Effective communication is the only way by which the TPT-WG can function effectively. The Lead Shepherd admits that the TPT-WG suffers some communication deficiencies and in order to minimize them, it is recommended that Economies advise immediately the Lead Shepherd of any change of Economy contact persons, indicating therein their full contact information such as fax and telephone numbers as well as e-mail addresses. Economies are encouraged to respond immediately where responses are clearly expected. Yes or no may suffice.

