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Secure Trade in the APEC Region

The terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, underscored the importance of greater cooperation in APEC to assure that trade is both secure and efficient.  Economies must work together, and jointly with the private sector, to advance both security and trade interests.  Both goals are equally paramount. Economies in the region and outside have made a start in achieving these twin objectives with initiatives such as the Cooperative G-8 Action on Transport Security, the World Customs Organization (WCO) on Security and Facilitation of the International Trade Supply Chain, the U.S. "Operation Safe Commerce," "The U.S. Customs Service Container Security Initiative (CSI)," US-Canada and Mexico "Smart Borders," the private sector Business Anti-Smuggling and Security Coalition (BASC), and the efforts of the International Maritime Organization (IMO), and the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO). 

Achieving success in all these initiatives requires applying new and appropriate technologies in the exchange of information, and inspection of shipping conveyances; undertaking new forms of cooperation among law enforcement; inspection and port administration officials; implementing new standards of supply chain and transport security; and deepening private-public sector collaboration by building on successful partnerships.   

APEC plays an important role in promoting the close integration of economies in the Asia Pacific region, which is key to the rapid economic growth that the region has enjoyed over the past decade.  It now has an equally important role to play in assuring the security of trade and travel, while improving the efficient flow of legitimate goods and travelers. 

The Secure Trade in the APEC Region Initiative can help accomplish that role in two ways.  First, Leaders can use the STAR Initiative to express their commitment to specific goals to achieve secure and efficient trade consistent with global standards being developed in international organizations such as the WCO, IMO, and ICAO.  Second, APEC fora can help implement that commitment by exchanging information on best practices, helping build support for new standards that can be adopted in specialized multilateral organizations, and undertaking concrete demonstration projects.  

Leaders' Objectives: 

-- Movement of Goods

Accordingly, the US proposes that APEC Leaders announce commitment to several specific measures aimed at implementation of global standards in the APEC region to assure the secure and efficient movement of goods:

o
Implement expeditiously a container security regime that would assure in-transit integrity of containers, help identify and examine high-risk containers, and provide advance electronic information including location as early as possible in the supply chain.  

o
Implement by 2005 the Common Standards for Electronic Customs Reporting that provides for standardized customs data to target high-risk goods/containers and to facilitate trade.

o
Promote private-sector adoption of new, high standards of supply chain security, as developed by the private sector and law enforcement officials.

o
Promote ship and port security plans by July 2004 and installation of automatic identification systems on certain ships by December 2004.   

o
Enhance cooperation on fighting piracy in the region.  

o
Enhance air cargo security.     

-- Movement of People   

o
Implement a global integrated regime for advance passenger information [based on UN EDIFACT] and processing no later than 2005.  

o
Adopt global standards for application of biometrics in entry and exit procedures and travel documents.  

o
Assure the highest possible integrity and professional conduct of immigration service personnel.

o
Improve the security of airline passengers by introducing new, highly effective baggage screening procedures and equipment in all APEC major airports by 2005; reinforce flight deck doors for passenger aircraft by April 2003 wherever possible; and support ICAO mandatory aviation security audits.  

APEC Implementation

To achieve these objectives, APEC will engage in a wide range of cooperative programs, including:

o
symposia on aspects of safe commerce, including customs clearance, seacoast patrol, port security, and commercial supply chain security.

o
bilateral demonstration projects such as the US-Singapore Container Security Initiative (CSI) Project, replication of the Shanghai Model Port Project, and the Manzanillo Project (a proposed project to demonstrate simultaneous enhancement of security and efficiency at a small port).

o
capacity building, including training programs for port administrators, law enforcement officials, carriers, shippers, and manufacturers.

o
business alliances, including creation of chapters of the Business Anti-Smuggling and Security Coalition (a business association that works on supply chain security standards), and the Customs Trade Partnership Against Terrorism (C-TPAT).     

Proposed Program – Date to be determined

STAR: Secure Trade in the APEC Region

(The STAR initiative focuses on the secure and efficient movement of goods and people. Our proposed STAR seminar could include briefings on airport and port efficiency and security, coastal patrol, effective shipping container handling and security, and private sector initiatives to improve transport security and efficiency.  We envision participants and speakers at the Assistant Commissioner level, who would be joined by APEC Senior Officials.) 

Desired Outcomes:

The seminar will showcase for Leaders the secure trade initiatives already underway and spur further broad cooperation among the players and economies in the APEC region on ways of simultaneously securing and facilitating our trade links.)  

Day One 

08:30 – 09:00
On-site Registration

09:00 - 9:30
Opening Remarks on by Senior Mexican Transportation Official on Importance of Trade Security/Facilitation.

Panel I

Movement of Goods 

09:30-09:50

Moderator Remarks

09:50-10:10
US Customs Assistant Commissioner on “The US Customs Container Security Initiative (CSI).”

10:10-10:30

Q & A Session

10:30-10:50
Singapore Port Administration Official on “The Role of Port Administrators in Improving Port Efficiency and Security at Large Ports.”
11:10-11:30

Q & A Session

11:30-11:50
Coffee Break

11:30-11:50
US Customs Assistant Commissioner on “The US Customs/Trade Partnership Against Terrorism Initiative (C/T-PAT)”

11:50-12:10

Q & A Session

12:10-12:30
Manzanillo Port Official on “Improving Port Efficiency and Security at Smaller Container Ports and the Business Anti-Smuggling and Security Colaition (BASC)”

12:30-12:50

Q & A Session

12:50-13:10

Moderator Summary of First Panel

13:10-15:00

Lunch Break

Panel II

Movement of People 

15:00-15:20

Moderator Remarks

15:20-15:40
Australian Immigration Service Official on  “Advance Passenger Processing”

15:40-16:00

Q & A Session

16:00-16:20

US Official on “Terrorist Interdiction Programs”

16:20-16:40

Q & A Session

16:40-17:00

Coffee Break

17:00-17:20
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Official on "The Future of Civil Aviation”

17:20-17:50

Q & A Session

17:50-18:10

Moderator Summary of Second Panel

Day Two 

Panel III

Transport System Security

09:30-09:50

Moderator Remarks

09:50-10:10
US Coast Guard (USCG) Official on "Coastal Patrol, Port Protection and the ‘Deepwater Project’”

10:10-10:30

Q & A Session

10:30-10:50
Private Sector Executive on “Customs Protector Service Computer Software”

10:50-11:10

Q & A Session

11:10-11:30

Coffee Break

11:30-11:50
International Maritime Organization (IMO) Official on “New Counterterrorist (CT) Measures”

11:50-12:10

Q & A Session

12:10:12:30
Japan Energy Official on "Outcomes of Sealane Disruption Exercise”

12:30-12:50

Q & A Session

12:50-13:10

Moderator Summary of Third Panel

13:10-15:00

Lunch Break

15:00-15:30

Reports by Moderators

15:30-16:00
Keynote remarks by Senior US (or Canadian) Transportation Official on “Transportation Issues Discussed at the 2002 G-8 Summit”

16:00-16:30

Q & A and Discussion Session

16:30-16:50

Coffee Break

16:50-17:10

Review and Adoption of Recommendations

17:10-17:30

Summary and Closing

