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Representatives from the following economies attended the meeting: Australia; Canada; China; Japan; Philippines; Russia; Thailand; Chinese Taipei; and United States of America.

Mr Gary Dolman of Australia opened the meeting and welcomed all present and thanked them for their attendance.  

He then proceeded to report on the 3rd APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting, which took place in Lima, Peru in May 2002.  The theme of the meeting was: Connecting APEC - Pathways to Prosperity. While not limiting the ability of the Transportation Working Group to use its initiative in future, Ministers:

· welcomed the Group's successful electronic commerce work;

· endorsed the target of eliminating the requirements for paper documents (both regulatory and institutional) for the key messages relevant to international transport and trade by 2005 for developed, and 2010 for developing economies, or as soon as possible thereafter; and 

· encouraged us to continue to assist economies with appropriate advice and capacity building projects towards this achievement.

In response to the guidance provided by Ministers, the group agreed to:

· Continue to focus its work on achieving the goal of reducing or eliminating requirements of paper documents by 2005 for developed economies and 2010 for developing economies, or as soon as possible thereafter.

· Continue to assist economies with appropriate advice and capacity building projects.

Subsequently Mr Dolman introduced Anthony Rowley from the Tasmanian Electronic Commerce Centre, which aims to help Tasmanian businesses realise the opportunities and advantages of electronic commerce.  Mr Rowley attended the meeting to report on electronic commerce solutions that could be applied throughout the APEC region.  Mr Rowley’s presentation was of great interest to electronic commerce group members.  His Power Point presentation will be placed on the TPT-WG web site.

Mr Dolman also introduced Mr Arnold Miranda from Tranztechnik.  Mr Miranda is the consultant for the Electronic Port Manifest Project, and he has previously delivered electronic commerce training and awareness raising courses for the TPT-WG Electronic Commerce Group.  

The meeting considered the following papers issued by Australia for TPT-WG21:

1. Progress Report on the Port Expert Group’s Electronic Port Manifest Project 
(for information of the Electronic Commerce Group).

2. Progress Report on the Electronic Port Discussion Group Pilot Project.

3. Progress Report on the APEC Paperless Trading Demonstration Project.

4. Progress Report on the ITF’s Sea and Air Container Tracking and Tracing Project (for information of the Electronic Commerce Group).

1. Electronic Port Manifest Project (Port Experts Group)

Mr Miranda, reported to the group on the progress made, and introduced a draft final report.  The group noted the progress made on this project by the Port Experts Group, and welcomed the involvement of the PEG in electronic commerce issues.  The draft final report contains a wealth of information gathered through case studies of 14 ports.  This information has been analysed to identify a number of general issues, leading to the consultant’s recommendations.  Mr Miranda’s Power Point presentation (which will be placed on the TPT-WG web site), generated a lively discussion that will be continued intersessionally, to determine how the final report can be disseminated widely within the TPT-WG, the wider APEC arena, and other international fora to give impetus to the implementation of the recommendations, which will be discussed at by the Electronic Commerce Group at TPT-WG 22.

Recommendation:  That the progress report be noted and that economies advise Australia of a point of contact if they wish to participate in the intersessional discussions.

2. Electronic Port Discussion Group Pilot Project

Mr Frank Mueller from Australia, who is the responsible project officer, reported on progress of this project.  At its 20th meeting in March 2002 the TPT-WG endorsed the Australian proposal for an Electronic Port Discussion Group Pilot Project, subject to final funding approval by the BMC.  The final approval for funding of US$71,120 was given in August 2002.  This funding from the TILF special account for 2002 is expected to become available in June 2003.  The selection of the consultant will start before May, so that work on the project can start as soon as funding is available.

All APEC economies will be invited to participate.  However, under the scope of this project, only two ports will establish pilot port discussion groups, and implement the web sites.

Recommendation: That the above progress report be noted and that economies advise Australia if they are interested to participate in the project.

3. APEC Paperless Trading Demonstration Project

Mr Mueller advised the meeting that the Request for Proposal (RFP) has been posted on the APEC Secretariat website.  The closing date for submissions in response to the RFP was 6 September 2002.  The project will be implemented in the period between September 2002 and June 2003. Selection of a consultant is expected to take place following the 21st TPT-WG, with actual work beginning in October 2002.

Economies that are interested in participating in the trial are encouraged to contact Australia as soon as possible.  This would assist in identifying appropriate business and institutional participants for the trial.  The contact person in Australia is Graham Evans (phone: +61 2 6274 6731, fax: +61 2 6274 7744, email: graham.evans@dotars.gov.au
Recommendation: That the above progress report be noted and that economies that are interested in participating in the paperless trading trial contact Australia as soon as possible.

4. Progress Report for Sea and Air Container Track and Trace Technologies

Mr Dolman advised the group that this project was approved at TPT-WG 19, and that TILF special account funding of $US 46,150 was approved by the BMC in August 2001.  The RFP was advertised in the Australian press and the APEC website on 17 August 2002, with a closing date of 12 September 2002.  The successful consultant will be selected shortly with work to commence in October 2002.  The project is expected to be completed and final report submitted by June 2003.  Mr Patrick Sherry from the United States agreed to be on the Steering Committee for this project to assist in the selection of the consultant.  The group noted that the 3rd APEC Transport Ministerial Meeting has directed the TPT-WG to implement this project as a collaborative effort by the Intelligent Transport Systems Group, the Intermodal Task Force and the Electronic Commerce Group. 

Recommendation: That the above progress report be noted.
5. Future Work Program of the Electronic Commerce Group

Mr Mueller delivered a presentation on previous work of the Electronic Commerce, with particular emphasis of the APEC Paperless Trading Initiative.  He then introduced discussion of the future work program of the group, drawing on consultants recommendations of previous projects, and the guidance provided by Ministers at the 3rd APEC Transport Ministerial Meeting.  His presentation initiated a useful discussion, and the meeting agreed on four new areas for action:

1. To discuss the Draft Final Report of the Electronic Port Manifest intersessionally, to determine how it can be disseminated within the TPT-WG, the wider APEC arena, and other international fora, to give impetus to the implementation of the recommendations.  The recommendations will be discussed in detail at TPT-WG 22.

2. Provide information about economy progress of the APEC paperless trading initiative on the TPT-WG Electronic Commerce Group’s home page, this could include links to Paperless Trading Individual Action Plans and other appropriate monitoring tools.

3. Prepare a discussion paper for TPT-WG 22 about a strategic approach to achieve the Paperless Trading Goal of 2005/2010. 

4. Develop a project proposal for TPT-WG 22 to consider a repeat offering of the Pilot Electronic Commerce Training in Maritime Transport Project.

Recommendation:  That the Electronic Commerce Group’s four new areas for action be noted.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, Australia thanked all participants for their active participation in the discussion and contribution to the work of the meeting.


