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Background of the Meeting

1. In order to improve the capacity and efficiency of the ports in the APEC region, the Group set up six (6) projects and successfully completed these work themes. 
2. A report summarizing all the work results was formulated and circulated to the member economies.
3. The APEC port database is now in operation and vigorously utilized by the relevant personnel of governments and port authorities.
4. A seminar entitled “Earthquake Countermeasures in the APEC Ports” was successfully held in Kobe, Japan, with more than a hundred people participating.
5. An expert of the Group was invited as a lecturer at the “Third (3rd) APEC Transportation Minister-Industry Symposium” at the “Third (3rd) APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting” in Lima, 6-7 May 2002.  The expert gave a lecture on the “Natural Disasters and Port Facility Information System in Japan” and discussed　methods to mitigate and recover from natural disasters with other transportation experts in both government and industry. 

6. An expert of the Group was invited as a lecturer at the “Seminar on Seaports Infrastructure Services” at SOM III Acapulco on 14 August 2002, held by the Group of Service.  The expert gave a presentation entitled as “New Technologies for Container Handling” and exchanged their opinion with members of the Group of Service. 
7. The Group set up four (4) projects, Electronic Port Manifests, Port and Inter-modal Interface, Port Investment, and Technical Standard of Port in APEC Region, and has taken some other projects under consideration.
Summary of Discussions at Brisbane
1. Participation

The 12th Group meeting was held from 9:00 - 17:00 on September 23, 2002 and from 10:30 - 12:30 on September 24, 2002 in Brisbane, Australia with the participation of thirty three (32) persons from the following sixteen (16) economies; Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, People(s Republic of China, Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Peru, Republic of the Philippines, Russian Federation, Republic of Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, and the United States of America. 

The meeting was also attended by one (1) expert from the following one (1) international organization, United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP). 

A participant list is attached hereinafter. 

2. Election of New Chair 




(Secretariat)

Mr. NARUSE, Susumu, chair of Port Expert Group, intended to resign from the chair, because of his change of position in the Japanese government.   Mr. FUJITA, Yoshihisa was elected as a new chair of Port Expert Group. 

All procedures for election of a new chair were carried out in a democratic manner.  Port Expert Group kindly informed of his will to resign to all of APEC economies immediately and opened the nomination of new chair.   One (1) candidate was willing to stand for a new chair. His name and economy is: Mr. FUJITA, Yoshihisa from Japan.   After the results of confidence vote by the participants of Port Expert Group Meeting, Mr. FUJITA was elected as the new chair of the Port Expert Group.
3. On-Going Project

3-1 Electronic Port Manifests  



(Australia)
    Australia presented a draft final report on this theme which was followed by a discussion.  This report consisted of the following nine (9) chapters; 1. Introduction, 2. Background, 3. Strategies for Increasing the Use of E-Manifest, 4. Key Issues, 5. Survey of Practices, 6. Recommendations, 7. Solutions Providers, 8. Resources and 9. Glossary.   After the consultation, it was agreed that the coordinator would finalize this report reflecting the result of discussion at this meeting and comments from the member economies in two weeks after this meeting and would post the electric version of this report into APEC TPTWG Website until one month before the next meeting.  The project will be completed by the spring of 2003.

3-2 Port and Inter-modal Interface  



(Thailand)

    Thailand reported that no new answer to the questionnaire survey has arrived from member economies since the previous meeting in Manila.  The member economies, which have not replied their answers, are strongly urged to do so at the earliest convenience.  It was agreed that the coordinator would prepare the draft final report included the new results of the questionnaire survey and would post the electric version of this report into APEC TPTWG Website until one month before the next meeting.  The project will be completed by the spring of 2003.

3-3 Port Investment 





(Japan)

    Japan presented a progress report that included the results of the second questionnaire survey forwarded to the members.   The coordinator recommended that enough information were not obtained through the second questionnaire survey.  The coordinator simplified the form for the second questionnaire survey and asked the member economies to reply the answer on the additional questionnaire survey before the end of October.  It was agreed that the coordinator would prepare the draft final report included the results of the additional questionnaire survey and would post the electric version of this report into APEC TPTWG Website until one month before the next meeting.  The project will be completed by the spring of 2003. 

3-4 Technical Standards of Ports in the APEC Region
(Japan)

    Japan presented a new concept for the development of guidelines for design of environmentally friendly port structures.  This concept was to clear the decision-making process to find the optimum solution among the monetary and non-monetary value factors.  Two evaluation methods were introduced to consider three factors, that is, functional abilities, cost effectiveness and environmental impact reduction  The coordinator reported that the answers for the questionnaire survey have arrived from only two (2) economies except for the coordinating economy.  The member economies, which have not replied their answers, are strongly urged to do so at the earliest convenience.  It was agreed that this project would proceed as planned and a coordinator would report its progress at the next meeting. 

4. New Projects

4-1 Study on Container Throughput Forecasting for Shipping and Port Development Strategies in the APEC Region

(Korea)

    Korea presented a draft TOR for the project and sought APEC Funding to operate the project.  One (1) expert from UNESCAP explained MPPM (Maritime Policy Planning Model) model, which would be utilized in the project, after the presentation of this project proposal.  The expert from UNESCAP joined the discussion session of this project proposal.  After the consultation, it was agreed to proceed reflecting the result of discussion at this meeting. 
4-2 Mitigation and Response Measures for Natural and Technological Disasters at Ports 




(USA)

    The discussion on this project is carried over to the next meeting.  The USA will prepare a project proposal, which will be discussed at the next Port Experts Group meeting. 

5. Various Presentations 

5-1 Summary of the Seminar on Seaports Infrastructure Service 

    An expert of the Group was invited as a lecturer at the “Seminar on Seaports Infrastructure Services” at SOM III Acapulco on 14 August 2002, held by the Group of Service.  This expert gave a summary of his presentation at the seminar entitled as “New Technologies for Container Handling” and discussions with members of the Group of Service.  It was agreed that the joint activities would provide useful information on other port-related activities in APEC region and deepen and widen our knowledge.  

5-2 The Role of Trans-Siberian Railway in the Development of Russian and Worldwide Economy 

Russia made a presentation on the future plan and role of the Trans-Siberian Railway and its impact on the worldwide economy.  The joining of the Trans Siberian Railway to the global net of international communications could provide another choice for twenty-four-hour operated container cargo service in the Northern hemisphere.  Member economies agreed that it is would be important to share information to improve the strategic plans of ports in each member economy.  

6.  Other Business Matters

6.1 Proposal of New Project on Port Security Issues from USA
    The USA recommended the importance to discuss about port security issues at the Port Expert Group meeting, namely the Secure Trade in the APEC Region or the STAR initiative to be considered by APEC Ministers and Leaders in October in Los Cabos, Mexico.  It was agreed that the Port Expert Group would seek the possibility to carry out the new project on port security issues.  The USA and Japan will prepare the proposal of the new project and the proposal will be discussed at the next meeting. 
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	Port Experts Group: 

This expert group seeks to improve efficiency through the exchange of information and expertise among port experts and programs, and to improve port capacities in the APEC region.  These goals are obtained through the identification of common issues and formulation of action plans. 

(Lead Economy: Japan)
	The Group was endorsed at the Ministerial Meeting in June 1997. 

The Port Experts Group moves forward three (3) on-going projects and will complete them by the spring of next year.  Three (3) on-going project are entitled as: 

(1) Electronic Port Manifests 

(2) Port and Inter-Modal Interface 

(3) Port Investment 

The Port Experts Group started one (1) project from this spring with work schedule of two years and moves forward it.  The project is entitled as:

(1) Technical Standards of Ports in the APEC Region 

The Port Experts Group agreed to proceed one (1) new project. The project is entitled as:

(1) Study on Container Throughput Forecasting for Shipping and Port Development Strategies in the APEC Region 
The Port Experts Group will further discuss one (1) project proposals as follows:
(1) Project on Environment and Disaster Issues 
	Operation of the Port Database

Operational Guidelines of the Database

Report on six (6) themes and their summary


	ST/MT
	Promotion of trade through lessening distribution costs and improving the efficiency of port service.
	Port users and those who benefit from the use of ports, as well as port operators.
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