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STEERING COMMITTEE: SAFE AND ENVIRONMENT-FRIENDLY TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS

EXPERTS GROUP ON MARITIME SAFETY

 PROJECT “ACCREDITATION SEAFARER MANNING AGENCIES”

Review of Progress on Existing Project

Lead Economy: Australia
Objectives

The core objective of this project is to develop an APEC accreditation system for seafarer manning agencies resulting in the compilation of a register of endorsed agencies.  It is envisaged that such a rating system, developed within the context and framework of APEC’s economic goals for the maritime transport industry and in consultation with industry stakeholders, will:

· Streamline manning practices for commercial ship crewing to allow for more efficient allocation of qualified seafarers, particularly in seafaring professions where there is a shortage of skilled personnel;

· Provide a basis for monitoring current and future labour skills requirements within the shipping industry, as well as vetting and/or authenticating seafarers’ experience and professional training/qualifications;

· Promote acceptable standards for seafarers’ working conditions and welfare and reduce the incidence of crew mistreatment;

· Reduce the incidence of anti-competitive practices in the seafaring labour industry; and,

· Contribute generally towards safer, more cost-effective shipping in the Asia-Pacific region.
Background

The role of manning agents is pivotal in the supply of seafaring labour.  Over time, they have become an integral part of the labour supply system, providing an essential link between seafarer training institutions and the labour market.  However, wide variations in the quality of performance of manning agencies has, in recent years, led some ship operators to establish preferred agency relationships and in other cases to conduct their own manning operations. 
Progress Since TPT-WG-20 (Manila, the Philippines)

Following the July 2002 BMC this project has now been approved (5 August 2002) subject to Ministerial endorsement in Mexico in October 2002. Australia will be proceeding with a tendering process for the project consultancy in consultation with the APEC Secretariat and project co-sponsors in early November 2002. 

Recommendation

It is recommended that TPT-WG21 note progress of the project since TPT-WG20.

