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1. The United States chaired the fourth Transportation Security Experts Group (TSEG) meeting on Tuesday, September 24, 2002.  Sixteen economies attended including Australia, Brunei Darussalam; Canada; China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Korea; Malaysia; New Zealand; Philippines; Russia; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; and the United States. 

2. The United States expressed interest in continuing as chair of the TSEG.  There were no objections from economies.

3. The Philippines reported on the Third Intersessional Meeting of the Aviation Security Experts Subgroup (ASES) meeting, which was held in Brisbane, September 21-22, 2002, in which twenty-eight participants from thirteen economies participated.  New Zealand ascended to the Chair of the Subgroup.  As a follow-up to the Subgroups meeting in Manila during TPT-WG 20, progress reports were made on the application of human factors in aviation security and implementation of hold baggage screening.  The Subgroup noted and accepted the work accomplished by the working groups.  Additionally, the ASES reported eight recommendations (see attachment 1) to the Transportation Security Experts Group Meeting for their support and submission to the Steering Committee on Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation.  

4. As was noted in previous reports, the TSEG is actively responding to the October 2001 APEC Leaders’ Statement on Counterterrorism and the Declaration by organizing anti-terrorism projects.  Original projects included a piracy and maritime security conference, a security technology conference and workshop dealing with 100 percent baggage screening, a feasibility study for a terrorism crisis management exercise, and a survey of training requirements and capabilities, including the development of a training database.  

5. The USA reported that the seminar on promoting 100% baggage screening project is scheduled to take place February 2003 in Hong Kong, China. The design team consisting of Australia; Canada; Hong Kong, China; Japan; and the USA met to discuss the format of the seminar.  The seminar will include sessions on technology, case studies on best practices and a workshop on technology needs assessment.  

6. Hong Kong, China reported that the training survey and database is now being developed.  The survey will be issued in the December 2002 – January 2003 timeframe.  The project overseer requested member economies to identify training opportunities in their respective economies that may be submitted to the training database.  Hong Kong, China will maintain the database for three years.  

7. The USA reported that the first of up to three seminars proposed for the crisis management exercise took place in August 2002 in Washington, DC.  Representatives from 3 of the 4 participating economies (Russia, Singapore, and the USA) attended the first meeting.   The primary objective was to establish the feasibility of conducting a videoconference, web-enabled game or exercise that demonstrates a variety of mitigation initiatives that can be used to reduce the consequences of terrorism.  The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for early 2003 in Russia.  

8. Singapore announced that they will host an International Maritime and Port Security Conference (IMPSC) 21-23 January 2003.  The theme of the conference is “Maritime Security – Changing Landscape and New Challenges”.  In conjunction with the conference, an exhibition center will be organized to showcase state-of-the-art security systems, equipment, and services.  The conference addresses five areas – international developments in maritime security; economic and policy implications; port and terminal security; ship security; and personnel and training.  The Chair encouraged APEC economies to attend or support the conference.  Additional information on the conference can be located at www.mpa.gov.sg/homepage/conferences/Impsc/IMPSC_Main.htm.

9. Canada provided an insightful update on the recent developments in the International Maritime Organization (IMO).  The IMO met last week to discuss maritime security.  The SOLAS and special measures to enhance maritime safety and security were the two primary areas addressed during the intersessional meeting.  A diplomatic conference is scheduled in December 2002.  The TSEG noted the presentation made by Canada.

10. The Chair opened the floor for a discussion on the APEC project approval process.  Hong Kong, China and the United States shared their experience with drafting the counterterrorism projects.  The US emphasized the importance of following the APEC project guidelines in order to prevent proposals from being rejected.  Canada recommended that a project proposal process workshop be held at the next TPT-WG meeting.  Sergey Shipilov, the APEC Secretariat official, attended the TSEG to discuss the proper procedures for submitting proposals.   Mr Shipilov also notified the group that the APEC Secretariat and the BMC was in the process of finalizing the new APEC project proposal guidelines.  If approved and endorsed, the new guidelines would be available by January 2003.    

11. The United States made a presentation on the Secure Trade in the APEC Region (STAR) Initiative, which was originally tabled at the SOM III meeting last month in Acapulco, Mexico.  APEC Ministers and Leaders will consider the STAR Initiative in October at the Ministerial and Leaders Meeting in Los Cabos, Mexico.  In principle, economies can support the concept of the STAR Initiative because of the linkage between security, trade and transportation. However, many economies expressed concerns regarding the deadlines for implementation for many of the proposed actions.  The proposed deadlines in the STAR Initiative differ from international foras such as ICAO, IMO, and the World Customs Organization.  In addition, concerns were raised on the lack of details and clarification of the Initiative.  The United States noted the concerns raised by economies and clarified that the deadlines in the STAR Initiative is a vehicle for APEC economies to be more proactive in meeting the deadlines established by other international foras.  Economies suggested including language recognizing that the schedules established by international organizations should be adhered to, but when appropriate, feasible and practical, economies may work to meet the deadlines in a more expeditious manner.  

12. The participants reviewed and made minor updates to the Terms of Reference.  (See attachment 2)

Recommendations to the Steering Committee:

a) endorse the Transportation Security Experts Group’s final report; 

b) note the work of the Aviation Security Experts Subgroup and progress made in the areas of Human Factors and Checked/Hold Baggage Screening;

c) urge economies to actively participate in the three pending APEC-sponsored counterterrorism projects;

d) endorse the Subgroup’s nomination for observer status on the ICAO AVSEC Panel;

e) support the Subgroup’s development of an AVSEC training proposal; 

f) note that a project proposal process workshop should be held during the next TPT-WG meeting; and

g) note that the STAR Initiative was discussed and that in principle, economies can support the concept of the Initiative.

Attachment 1

Recommendations of the Aviation Security Experts Subgroup

· The Subgroup recommends the adoption/submission of the report on Human Factors made by Hong Kong, China to the ICAO AVSEC Panel for consideration in the update of the ICAO Human Factors Manual.

· The Subgroup recommends that an APEC ASES representative be sent to the ICAO AVSEC Panel Meeting in Montreal, Canada as an observer.

· Members of the Pacific Island Forum, the Federated States of Micronesia, and the Republic of the Marshall Islands be invited to send an observer each to the next meeting of the Subgroup.

· The Subgroup recommends that each economy assess their respective training needs and submit their project proposal for funding to the Chair, who will consolidate and endorse the training proposals to the TSEG for further endorsement to the APEC Steering Committee and other subsequent committees for final approval.


· Chinese Taipei will establish a link in the APEC website exclusively for the use of the Subgroup.  Individual delegate/economy passwords will be furnished by Chinese Taipei and distributed to each member economy by secure/safe means by October 31, 2002.

· That each Subgroup economy member, through each official delegate submit to the Chair by the end of October, detailed plans to implement 100% Hold Baggage Screening by 1 January 2006.

· The Subgroup agreed that the position of Vice Chair to the incoming Chair (New Zealand) remains vacant for the moment. However, the same may be filled up at a later date after due consultation with other member economies.

Attachment 2

APEC Transportation Working Group

Steering Committee on Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems

Transportation Security Experts Group

Terms of Reference
1. Establish a framework and process to increase cooperation and communication between Economy transportation security representatives to enable appropriate regional coordination of transportation security policies, measures, and standards.

2. Coordinate security methods and standards to meet the needs of the APEC region’s expanding transportation systems, economic development and contribute to its safety, economy, and efficiency. 

3. Cooperate in the areas of research, development, and use of transportation security technologies and/or operational procedures, leading to safe and secure passenger and cargo movements.  

4. Exchange information and establish relationships, in accordance with APEC policy, with other recognized regional transportation security bodies (for example within Europe, Latin America, and Africa), the private sector, and associations. 

5. Increase cooperation within the region and international organizations such as the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), the International Maritime Organization (IMO) with regard to transportation security initiatives. 
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