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Australia hosted the Third Intercessional Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Aviation Security Experts Subgroup of the Transportation Security Experts Group on 22 – 23 September 2002, inclusive.  In attendance were 28 participants from thirteen economies namely: The Philippines, New Zealand, Chinese Taipei, USA, Singapore, Hong Kong China, Japan, Australia, Korea, Malaysia, Indonesia, Brunei and Thailand.  Also, present was the official aviation security expert representing the International Air Transport Association and a Secretariat of three from Australia.

The Philippines as the Chair and the Secretariat of the Aviation Security Experts Subgroup opened the meeting, called it to order, and reviewed the decisions and recommendations made by the APEC-Aviation Security Subgroup who met in The Philippines last 1-3 March 2002.   Acceptance of the Manila Meeting Minutes was moved by New Zealand and seconded by the USA.

Presentations were delivered on the following topics:

1)
Update on the Al-Qa’ida Terrorist network.  
Presented by Ms Bert Williams of the USA with contributions from Mr Bernard Lim of Singapore.


Recognition that Al-Qa’ida remains a serious threat to Civil Aviation.  The recent arrests  in Singapore of terrorists belonging to Jemaal Islamiya was also evidence that terrorist activity is present/active within the region.  Hence, a co-operative approach amongst economies is necessary to counter its threat.


2)
Update on the ICAO Aviation Security Panel Meeting – Montreal 3 to 6 September 2002, and the Regional Aviation Security and Facilitation Seminar in Hong Kong on 27 – 31 May 2002.  
Presented by Mr Trevor Joy of New Zealand.

Recognition that the ICAO Universal Audit Programme will start next year relative to the extent of compliance of Contracting States to Annex 17.  Security Auditors will come from regional economies, but will be headed by ICAO trained AVSEC expert.  Similarly, the need to strengthen security of General Aviation was likewise discussed.


3) Other Possible Areas of Cooperation among APEC-ASES Member Economies.
Presented by Mr Joevic Juanillo of The Philippines.


Clarification that the 12 suggested topics for possible cooperation among APEC member economies should not impede the attainment of the five strategic objectives the Subgroup set to accomplish, but rather as new ideas the member economies may undertake multilaterally and bilaterally on the side.


4) Application of Human Factors in Aviation Security.
Presented by Mr Gabriel Chow of Hong Kong China.


Recognition that the framework on application of Human Factors in Aviation Security necessitate for the observance of seven major elements, namely: Recruitment and Selection, Training, Training Aids, Quality Assurance, Health and Environment, Incentives and Motivation and the SHEL model.  Each element contains varying sub elements that must be observed/applied in order to enhance and maintain its applicability.  That these elements must interface with each other in order to be effective and meaningful.


5) Special Report on Hold Baggage.
Presented by Mr Jackson Jai of Chinese Taipei.


Recognition that APEC member economies are differently situated finance-wise.  Hence, compliance to the ICAO 100% Hold Baggage Screening by 2006 be made through survey of the present security capabilities of the different economies.  Emphasis was laid on the acquisition of an explosive detection system for each international airport of each member economy.


6) Report on New Zealand’s Hold Baggage Screening Implementation Project.
Presented by Mr Murray Breeze of New Zealand.


Recognition that New Zealand is at present in the stage of research and development in order to establish a 100% Hold Baggage Screening capability.  Based on available data, New Zealand would be able to comply with the ICAO mandated 100 % Hold Baggage Screening by 2006.


7) Overview of the operational role of the Aviation Security Branch of the Australian Department of Transport and Regional Services.
Presented by Mr Les Wallace of Australia


Clarification on the current Aviation security system of Australia and its extent of compliance to ICAO SARPs.  That Australian Airports are classified from Category 1 to 4 based on volume, vulnerabilities and operational capabilities.  Also discussed was the Australian system to monitor compliance with Aviation Security requirements.

The Subgroup agreed to meet in September next year.  However should the need arise to meet every six months, the incoming Chair will immediately call a meeting one month before.

The Vice Chair urged the delegates to keep the flow of communications even through 
e-mail in order to tighten the rapport and linkages established among themselves

The three other Subgroup strategic objectives, namely:  Unruly Passengers, Criteria in Selecting Security Equipment and Ways of Increasing Participation by the members to the Subgroup will remain on hold.  Focus will be devoted to compliance for 100% Hold Baggage Screening and Application of Human Factors.

Recommendations

RECOMMENDATION:  The Subgroup recommends the adoption/submission of the report on Human Factors made by Hong Kong, China to the ICAO AVSEC Panel for consideration in the update of the ICAO Human Factors Manual.

RECOMMENDATION: The Subgroup recommends that an APEC ASES representative be sent to the ICAO AVSEC Panel Meeting in Montreal, Canada as an observer.

RECOMMENDATION:  That members of the Pacific Island Forum, the Federated States of Micronesia, and the Republic of the Marshall Islands be invited to send an observer each to the next meeting of the Subgroup.

RECOMMENDATION: The Subgroup recommends that each economy assess their respective training needs and submit their project proposal for funding to the Chair, who will consolidate and endorse the training proposals to the TSEG for further endorsement to the APEC Steering Committee and other subsequent committees for final approval.


RECOMMENDATION:  Chinese Taipei will establish a link in the APEC website exclusively for the use of the Subgroup.  Individual delegate/economy passwords will be furnished by Chinese Taipei and distributed to each member economy by secure/safe means by October 31, 2002.

RECOMMENDATION:  That each Subgroup economy member, through each official delegate submit to the Chair by the end of October, detailed plans to implement 100% Hold Baggage Screening by 1 January 2005, which is a year ahead of the ICAO mandate of 1 January 2006.

RECOMMENDATION:  The Subgroup agreed that the position of Vice Chair to the incoming Chair (New Zealand) remains vacant for the moment. However, the same may be filled up at a later date after due consultation with other member economies.

Prepared by:

Shaune Williamson, 

Inspector Aviation Security

Australian Department of Transport and Regional Services.

FOR PCSUPT MARCEL S ELE, JR

CHAIR, APEC-ASES:

PSSUPT Jose Victor D, Juanillo

Acting Chair and Secretariat, APEC-ASES
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