[image: image1.png]



21st APEC TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP MEETING

Brisbane, Australia

23 – 27 September 2002

TPT-WG21/SC/SE/EGMS/REPORT/FINAL
STEERING COMMITTEE: SAFE AND ENVIRONMENT-FRIENDLY TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS (INCLUDING NEW TECHNOLOGIES)

Experts Group on Maritime Safety

Final Report

EXPERTS GROUP ON MARITIME SAFETY

1. The ninth meeting of the Experts Group on maritime Safety was held on       September 23, 2002 in Brisbane, Australia.

2. Representatives of Australia; Canada; Indonesia; Japan; Philippines; Republic of Korea; Singapore and Thailand met to address Maritime Safety concerns in the Region in order to identify problems and propose recommendations for improvement.

3. The meeting was chaired by Canada.

4. In order to review prior work and familiarize the attendees of the mandate and objective of the group, the terms of reference, the projects conducted and other initiatives were re-visited.

5. The final report of the project “Analysis of the Economic Benefits of the Provision of Hydrographic Services in the APEC Region” was presented. 

Each economy was requested to provide copies of the report to their Department or Agency responsible for hydrographic services and to advise of any comments received at the next EGMS meeting.

The report was approved and the lead economy, Australia, requested to place it on the APEC TPT web site. The Lead Shepherd was also requested to communicate the details of the project to other interested APEC working groups.

6. Update on ongoing projects:

The group was advised that the two projects recommended for funding approval at TPT WG 20, “Port Baseline Survey Demonstration Project” and a “Shipboard Ballast Water Sampling Project” had not been approved. The APEC Secretariat advised the criteria to be included in project proposal submissions and the Lead Shepherd advised of interest in these project proposals by other APEC working groups. Following this advice, Australia was invited to consider re-submitting these proposals.

The project “Accreditation of Seafarer Manning Agencies in the APEC Region” was approved by BMC subject to Ministerial endorsement in Mexico in October 2002. Australia will initiate a tendering process for the project consultancy in conjunction with the APEC Secretariat and the project co-sponsors in late October 2002.

7. A booklet, ‘Maritime Safety – Charting a Course toward Safer Shipping in the APEC Region’,  detailing the work and accomplishments of the EGMS had,   following approval at TPT-WG 20, been finalized and submitted to the APEC Transport Ministers meeting in Lima, Peru earlier this year. A copy will be made available on the web site.

8. The Ministers had directed the group to take into account the recommendations arising from the ‘International Symposium on Safer Shipping in the APEC Region’, held in Sydney, Australia in 2001, in the future work of the group with respect to maritime safety and security issues. These recommendations were reviewed and it was agreed that the future work plan would focus on:

- Quality Shipping Initiatives

- Flag State responsibilities

- Maritime Training

- Current IMO issues.

9. Following further discussion on maritime training, it was agreed that economies would work intersessionally, with the Republic of Korea as the lead, to develop a  possible project proposal “Harmonization of Maritime Training Centres in the APEC Region”.

10. It was agreed to form an EGMS Contact Group. Canada will request each economy to name a contact person who would be responsible to liaise with other persons or agencies on relevant maritime safety and security issues. These contact details will be made available on the web site.

11. Canada advised that it would no longer be able to chair EGMS and called for nominations to take over this role. As no nominations were received, economies were requested to seriously consider assuming this responsibility prior to TPT-WG 22 if they wished the group to continue.

     Recommendations to Steering Committee
1.  Note that the project “Analysis of the Economic Benefits of the Provision of       Hydrographic Services in the APEC Region has been completed.

2
Note that the project proposals “Port Baseline Survey Demonstration Project” and a “Shipboard Ballast Water Sampling Project” had not received funding approval but may be re-submitted.  

3.
Note that the project proposal “Accreditation of Seafarer Manning Agencies in the APEC Region” has been tentatively approved and the tendering process will commence in late October 2002.

4.
A booklet, ‘Maritime Safety – Charting a Course towards Safer Shipping in the APEC Region’, detailing the work and accomplishments of the group has been finalized and was submitted to the APEC Transport Ministers.

5.
A future work plan has been agreed and that work will continue not only at TPT-WG EGMS meetings but , when feasible, intersessionally in conjunction with IMO meetings.

6.
An EGMS contact group is to be formed and the relevant details posted on the APEC TPT web site.

7. A new Chairman is required to be nominated prior to TPT-WG 22

