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1. The Satellite Navigation & Communications (SN&C) Systems Advisory Committee met on Monday, September 23, 2002, during the 21st meeting of the APEC Transportation Working Group (TPT-WG).  Eleven participants from seven economies attended the meeting including: Australia; China; Japan; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand and the United States, one observer Macau, China and the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO). 

2. After reviewing the agenda, the SN&C Chair reviewed the Terms of Reference, which were updated based on completed work and new initiatives.  

3. The U.S. reported on the second meeting of the GIT held September 18-20, 2002 (TPT-WG21/SC/SE/SN&COM/3) at the Sheraton Brisbane Hotel in Brisbane, Australia.  The Australian Department of Transport and Regional Services hosted the meeting.  Thirty-seven participants from ten economies (Australia; China; Hong Kong, China; Japan; New Zealand; Peru; Philippines; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; and the United States), Industry (Qantas, Raytheon, ISI, Mitre, NEC) and the International Civil Aviation Organization participated.   

The meeting included Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) status reports from the participating economies and ICAO.  The GIT Chair reviewed the results of the first GIT Meeting, February 26-March 1, 2002 in Los Angeles. In addition, they reviewed the Goals and Objectives, the Terms of Reference and the Work Program (TPT-WG20/SCSE/SNC/2-4). 

The GIT discussed funding sources that could be utilized to begin implementing the GIT work program. The U.S. discussed the U.S. Trade and Development Agency (TDA) funding programs, and other economies mentioned that there were funding possibilities within their economies.  It was decided that economies would research additional funding options and further discuss those at the next GIT meeting.

In addition, during the GIT/2 meeting, the U.S. Economy agreed to develop a Draft Terms of Reference for a regional Communications, Navigation, and Surveillance and Air Traffic Management (CNS/ATM) Feasibility Study and provide this to the economies for review and comment.  The Economies, in turn, will provide comments and changes to the U.S. which will then be discussed at the GIT/3 Meeting. 
The following actions were agreed to by the GIT/2 meeting, and clarified during the SN&C meeting:

· The GIT decided that the U.S. would provide a draft terms of reference or requirements document for a feasibility study to the GIT participants by October 15, 2002. 

· The GIT group will submit comments/edits/changes concerning the feasibility study to the U.S. by November 30th.

· Each economy will submit a point of contact to the U.S. by Friday, September 20, 2002, that will act as a single focal point for the GIT.

· GIT Participants will advise the U.S. of interest in the National Imagery and Mapping Agency’s (NIMA’s) offer to present information regarding the Airfield Initiative Program at GIT/3. 

· GIT participants will provide information on other funding sources available to support the GIT goals, objectives and work program. The economy would then provide this information to the group at the GIT/3 meeting.

· GIT Participants will notify the U.S. GIT Chair if there is interest in surveys through the NIMA Airfield Initiative Program. The GIT Chair will take this as an action and provide status at the next GIT/3 meeting.

· A paper was presented to the group to develop an awareness-raising initiative on GNSS. This paper addressed number 6 of the GIT work program, “Promote collaborative research projects, education, and information exchange in all areas related to evolving GNSS technologies”.  Australia will prepare a proposal to present to the group at GIT/3 for consideration.

· The U.S. GPS Program Office will provide information on notification of international GPS outages and a point of contact at the GIT/3. 

The GIT recommended that the SN&C Advisory Committee endorse the work initiatives of the GIT and forward the actions from the GIT/2 meeting to the SCSE as appropriate.

4. The Chair reviewed worldwide SN&C activities, including relevant international GNSS organizations and meetings such as the 11th Air Navigation Conference, September 22-October 3, 2003 in Montreal, Canada; the WRC-2003, June 9-July 4, 2003 in Geneva. 

Additional information on TPTWG activities can be found at: http://www.iot.gov.tw/apec_tptwg/ 

5. Participants discussed their economies' plans/positions in regard to spectrum protection for the upcoming World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC) 2003.  It was noted that transportation spectrum would continue to be attacked as more users compete for spectrum and all economies are encouraged to establish position papers on issues relative to spectrum protection for all transportation modes.  

ICAO made a presentation on its regional preparatory activities for WRC-2003. The ICAO position regarding critical agenda items in the aviation field for WRC-2003 was widely circulated well in advance and was also presented at the Asia Pacific Telecommunity (APT) Conference Preparation Group (APG) meeting.    

Discussion also included a conclusion formulated by the 13th Asia Pacific Regional Planning and Implementation Group (APANPIRG) stating the need to assign high priority to spectrum management function and represent aeronautical interests at the APT APG meeting to be held in Tokyo, February 19-25, 2003 and at WRC-2003. 

6. New Issues included a presentation from the economy of Australia on Australia’s finalized GNSS National Strategic Policy. Australia provided information on the development of their policy and the framework for the implementation of GNSS.

7. The Chair and Secretariat continued to stress the need for accurate contact information for SN&C/GNSS experts.  So all experts receive the information they need, economies are asked to submit appropriate contact information to the SN&C Secretariat, as well as delete inaccurate contacts via e-mail to Ted.Davies@faa.gov or to Leah.Moebius@faa.gov. 

The Chair also reviewed the Joint Ministerial Statement issued by Transportation Ministers in Lima, Peru in May 2002 wherein the initiatives of the SN&C and the GIT were recognized.  The Joint Ministerial Statement also commended the continued work of the Advisory Committee in the area of GNSS Implementation and planning for the protection of Spectrum at the World Radiocommunications Conference WRC-2003. The Chair also noted the Advisory Committee’s accomplishments to date and plans for the future.

8. Before closing the meeting, the Chair announced that Japan will serve as the new SN&C Chair effective at the next SN&C Meeting.  The Chair thanked Japan for assuming this leadership role in this important Committee. 

Australia thanked the U.S. for chairing the SN&C Committee for the last 5 years. 

9. The Chair stated in his closing comments that he has enjoyed working with the SN&C Committee and will provide assistance as necessary, to ensure a smooth transition.
Recommendations to the Steering Committee: 

a) endorse the SN&C Advisory Committee’s final report (TPTWG21/SCSE/SNC/);

b) note economies’ progress in regards to implementing GNSS as a means of navigation for en route and non-precision approaches;

c) endorse the work of the GIT meeting and forward the actions of the GIT/2 meeting to the SCSE as appropriate;  

d) encourage economies to prepare for WRC 2003 in regards to spectrum protection;

e) urge economies to submit appropriate contact information for SN&C/GNSS experts to the SN&C Secretariat;

f) encourage each Economy’s Communication Authorities to be aware of the Joint Ministerial Statement while developing their national position for WRC-2003; and

g) request that the TPTWG Lead Shepard communicate to the Lead Shepard of the TELWG, the Joint Ministerial Statement of the Transportation Ministers (Lima May 2002) regarding frequency spectrum and planning for the WRC-2003. 

