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22nd APEC TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP MEETING

Busan, Republic of Korea

1-5 September 2003

STEERING COMMITTEE: MORE COMPETITIVE TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRY (INCLUDING INFRASTRUCTURE) 

ELECTRONIC COMMERCE GROUP 

FINAL REPORT

1. Representatives from the following APEC economies and observers attended the meeting of the electronic commerce group at TPT-WG22, 14:00, 2 September, 2003: Australia; Canada; China; Macao, China,; Indonesia; Korea; New Zealand;  Thailand; the United States of America; and PECC.

2. Mr David Smith of Australia opened the meeting and welcomed all present and thanked them for their attendance.  

3. Mr Smith introduced the agenda for the meeting and explained that discussions would centre around three major areas: 

· the forward work program of the EC group, as identified at TPT-WG21 in Brisbane;

· a discussion of progress on the current projects of the EC group;  and

· a discussion of future management arrangements to govern the TPT-WG’s future work program in promoting the update of electronic commerce in transport and supply chains.

Discussion of the EC groups for action areas

4. The recommendations of the Report of the Electronic Port Manifest Project.  Australia reminded the EC members that at TPT-WG21, economies were asked to provide inter-sessional suggestions on how the draft final report could best be disseminated widely within the TPT-WG, the wider APEC arena, and other international forums to give impetus to the implementation of the recommendations.  Canada responded with the suggestion that the report could be promoted in a number of ways such as advertising in industry web pages including the Europe-based Eye for Transport Daily Newsletter.  As no other comments were forthcoming, Australia does not propose to initiate any further action on dissemination of the report.

5. Recommendation: That the report of the electronic port manifest project, submitted at TPT-WG21, in draft final form, be agreed as final.

6. Progress of the APEC paperless trading initiative on the TPT-WG Electronic Commerce Group’s home page. The EC group discussed using the TPT-WG website as a way in which to provide information on progress of the APEC paperless trading initiative. Economies were asked to consult with appropriate persons and to provide Australia (peter.siripol@dotars.gov.au) with relevant information to allow the E-commerce Group’s web site to be updated.  Canada advised that the G7/G8 Customs Group is currently conducting a paperless border trial and this may provide a useful reference point for APEC members. For reference, the URL of the site is: www.itsa.org/resources.nsf/Files/WG%207.2%20Ottawa%20Meeting/$file/Annex_G_Sunstrum_Prototype_Brief.pdf

7. Recommendation: That other economies provide Australia with information on their paperless trading initiatives, in the format indicated on the TPT-WG website, so that the E-commerce Group web page can be updated.

8. Proposal to repeat the pilot electronic commerce training in maritime transport project (completed in 2001). Australia advised the EC that it was not in a position to manage a project through APEC to re-offer the successful Pilot Electronic Commerce Training in Maritime Transport project to TPT-WG members. Australia sought expressions of interest from other economies that may wish to do this, indicating that Australia would be prepared to assist with appropriate background on the previous project including the proposal and the subsequent contract management.

9. Recommendation: As no economy volunteered to manage a project to re-offer the pilot electronic commerce training in maritime transport project, consideration of this would be put forward to the next meeting of the EC at TPT-WG23.

10. A strategic approach to achieve the APEC paperless trading goal of 2005/2010. Australia advised the EC that the Australian consultant, who had offered at TPT-WG21 to prepare a discussion paper on the 2005/210 Paperless Trading Goal, was no longer able to do this. The EC group then discussed what the parameters of such a discussion paper would be, were the EC group to seek another consultant to undertake the work. It was agreed that the parameters of a potential investigation should first be established and in doing so, if it emerged that there was a worthwhile project topic to warrant further work, that a small group of economies would prepare a project proposal for consideration at the 23rd meeting of the TPT-WG.

11. Recommendation: Canada, the United States of America and New Zealand agreed to collaborate inter-sessionally to investigate there was merit in a preparing a project proposal to look at transport’s implementation of the paperless trading goals of 2005/2010. If there was, the small group would table a project proposal at the EC meeting at TPT-WG23 for consideration of members.

Discussion of current projects 

12. APEC Paperless Trading demonstration - Electronic Transmission of the SANCRT message – E-Cert. Australia tabled the draft final report of the APEC Paperless Trading demonstration - Electronic Transmission of the SANCRT message. However, as members were still considering the report, Australia suggested that economies would be given four weeks in which to read the report in detail, discuss with relevant colleagues, and provide comments to the project officer, Graham Evans of Australia: Graham.Evans@dotars.gov.au. It was agreed that the recommendations of the report would be considered in depth, and appropriate actions in response to these discussed at TPT-WG23.  

13. Recommendation: Economies to provide comments to Australia by 1 October on the draft final report of the APEC Paperless Trading demonstration - Electronic Transmission of the SANCRT message. The recommendations of the report will be considered in depth at TPT-WG23. 

14. Sea and Air Container Tracking and Tracing, and Electronic Intra Port Community Discussion Groups projects.  Australia provided progress reports on the activities of these two projects. Australia introduced the consultant for the track and trace project, Professor Chris Kissling who gave a short report on the work he has completed to date. Professor Kissling and the Chair advised members that a more in-depth discussion on the track and trace project would be held Wednesday 13:30 at the joint meeting of the EC, ITS and ITF. EC group members were encouraged to attend.

15. Recommendation: The EC group noted the progress of the two projects: Sea and Air Container Tracking and Tracing;, and Electronic Intra Port Community Discussion Groups. 

Uptake of open universal global standards for the transfer of data between trading partners in supply chains

16. Australia advised the EC group of its initiative to promote the implementation of open universal global standards for the transfer of data between trading partners in supply chains. Australia referred to the report it had tabled and encouraged members to note Australia’s initiative and the encourage relevant authorities to collaborate on the uptake and application of EAN.UCC standards.

17. Recommendation: The EC group noted Australia’s paper and its initiative.

Future management arrangements

18. Australia advised the EC group of the background events that had culminated it its paper to the Heads of Delegation concerning possible merger of the EC and the ITS groups. Australia explained the reasons behind its suggestion, being that both groups were focussed on the implementation of technology and electronic communication processes to enhance the efficiency and security of international supply chains. The chair advised members that a three-way meeting of the EC, ITS and ITF groups would be convened Wednesday afternoon to discuss matters of a possible merger of either or all of these group, and that EC group members should attend if they wished to contribute to this discussion. Australia also advised EC group members that if a merger of the EC with another group did not occur, then Australia would be pleased to allow another economy the opportunity to Chair the EC group.

19. Recommendation: EC group noted Australia’s suggestion to merge the EC group with either/both of the ITS and ITF work programs, pending discussions on Wednesday 3 September. The EC group also noted Australia’s intention to step down from the chair of the EC group.

Conclusion

20. Australia thanked all participants for their participation in the discussion and contribution to the work of the meeting.


