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PROGRESS REPORT ON THE PROJECT “SEA AND AIR CONTAINER TRACK AND TRACE TECHNOLOGIES: ANALYSIS AND CASE STUDIES” TPT 01/2002T

For the Intermodal Task Force (Project Home)

Project Objectives and Scope

The project’s objectives are:

· To analyse the current and planned integration of track and trace technologies, including temperature monitoring systems, across APEC supply chains.

· To analyse the needs of firms requiring track and trace services and to establish whether different levels of functionality required by different firms are being met by available technologies (or are likely to be met in the future).

· To showcase the implementation of track and trace technologies in the APEC region through a minimum of three case studies.

· To evaluate the research and case studies to recommend best practices which will facilitate the uptake of track and trace technologies and improve the visibility, quality and reliability of delivery of product to export markets.

The project is being implemented in two stages.

1. The first stage involves an analysis of sea and air container tracking and tracing technology developments in APEC economies, through a literature review, survey and consultation with key stakeholders (including firms offering track and trace services, container providers, users of container services, technology developers).

2. The second stage will be devoted to the development of a minimum of three case studies.  The case studies will examine in detail the application of track and trace technologies and their integration across a supply chain in the APEC region.

Progress since the TPT-WG21 Meeting in September 2002, Brisbane, Australia 

Australia is managing the project in consultation with Canada and the USA (co-sponsors).

In response to the Request for Proposal in August 2002 (TPT No. 01/2002T), eleven submissions were received from various economies. A selection panel was set up with six highly qualified representatives from government agencies and universities from Australia, Canada, and the USA. 
After a rigorous selection process, a New Zealand-based consultant (Supply Chain System Group – Lincoln Ventures) was selected to undertake the project which is expected to be completed by September 2003. 

Following research, web-based survey and consultation, the consultant is analysing survey outcome for the development of case studies to examine the application of track and trace technologies and their integration across a supply chain in the APEC region.  

Outcomes of the project final report will be collaborated with the United States’ Project ‘Enhancing Secure Trade and Efficiency in the APEC Region with Intelligent Transportation Systems and e-Commerce Technologies’.

A revised time line for the project development is as follows:

August 03:
analysis of survey outcomes; case studies;

September 03:
preparation of a draft final report recommending best practices;

Sept (end) 03:
delivery of a draft final report.

Recommendation

· That the TPT-WG note progress of the project.
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