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Maritime Initiative (MI) members,

Recalling that MI members agreed on the need to encourage and foster Liberalization, Efficiency, Facilitation, Harmonization, Transparency, Participation, Economic and Technical Cooperation and Environment Protection and Safety, in the “maritime mission statement” (TPT/13/PLEN/6/SC/ADD),

Recognizing that the “Facilitation of International Shipping Project” would contribute to further improvement of economic prosperity in APEC region and

Recalling that MI members agreed to develop its project, so-called “Policy Alternatives towards International Shipping Liberalization (Volume 3) of the Facilitation of International Shipping Project”, in accordance with the work program (MI/02-II/4/6), adopted at the 11th MI meeting during 21st APEC TPT-WG on 23-27 September 2002 in Brisbane Australia,

Hereby, agreed that the following “General Framework for Maritime Policy” would be a basis on the subsequent discussion of this project.

Schedule for future work regarding this project was agreed at the last MI (Sep. 2002) as follows.

	Meeting 
	Issue
	Purpose

	Autumn 2002
	Way forward on Vol 3
	Agreement on 2 step plan

	Spring 2003
	Shipping Policy Framework (SPF).
	Adoption of SPF



	Autumn 2003
	Consideration of first group of policy issues. 


	Consensus on the first group of policy issues

	Spring 2004 
	Consideration of second group of policy issues.
	Consensus on the second group of policy issues

	Autumn 2004
	Finalisation of Common Principles. 
	Adoption of Common Principles




General Framework for Maritime Policy:


This framework would incorporate the following six guidelines:


That the special character of shipping as an international activity creates a need for the coordination and harmonisation of shipping polices


That free and fair competition is the most effective means of ensuring the provision of the adequate and economic maritime services required by international trade


That there is a need to maintain an equitable balance of interest between shipper and shipowners, bearing in mind the long term interest of consumers;


That there should be no discrimination between the citizens and businesses of APEC economies in access to cargoes or port facilities, or in access to investment or business opportunities in maritime auxiliary and intermodal services


That particular economies may need to provide some measure of support to their national shipping industries, either for national security reasons or in order to build a national maritime capability


That any such support should be delivered by mechanisms that minimise any adverse consequence for the efficiency and flexibility of international maritime transport.








