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1
This paper shall briefly explain the current situation of negotiations on maritime transport service sectors in WTO, in particular developments after March 2003. After March 2003, meetings of the WTO Council for Trade in Services were held from May 12 to May 24 and from June 30 to July 11 2003.

Current Situations of Initial Offers

2
As of July 11 2003, 30 states and areas
 submitted their initial offers and 28 offers of out of 30 have already been distributed in English. 16 states and areas
 from among them offered commitments in maritime transport services sectors.

3
Although the deadline for the submission of the initial offer was at the end of March 2003, many states, particularly developing countries, have not yet submitted their initial offers. At the last session of the WTO Council for Trade in Services, many developing countries stressed that, mainly due to technical reasons, they are not yet in a position to submit initial offers.

4
Some states, e.g. China, expressed that they would submit initial offers in the near future (please refer to the paragraph 8 also).

Maritime Friends (general information)

5
Maritime Friends meetings were held on May 19 and July 8 2003 during sessions of the WTO Council for Trade in Service.

6
At the last meeting, New Zealand became a member of Maritime Friends. As a result, the number of members of Maritime Friends is 13
 at present.

7
In those two meetings, members exchanged information about initial offers and members agreed to encourage their neighboring states that have not yet submitted initial offers to submit their initial offers as soon as possible.

8
China stated that not much time had elapsed since the Chinese accession to the WTO, but that the Chinese initial offer would be submitted prior to the Ministerial Conference in Cancun, after certain domestic procedures have been completed.

9
The EC announced that they have to review their initial offer because seven new states would become new members in January 2004, and that a revised offer would be submitted early next year.

Maritime Friends (specific issue – Multi-Modal Transport)

10
At the WTO Council for Trade in Services in May 2003, the United States expressed the view that liberalization on “point to point” transport was important. Taking into account of the above comment, members exchanged views on Multi-Modal Transport at the two previous meetings.

11
At the last meeting, Japan prepared a working paper (non-paper) on Multi-Modal Transport to serve as a starting point for discussions. This working paper aimed to confirm the contents of Multi-Modal Transport and to make a checklist.

12
Many members appreciated the Japanese effort. Some members pointed out, however, that the working paper should be examined carefully because such checklist should be neither too broad nor narrow in scope. The members agreed that the working paper should be discussed further at next Maritime Friends meeting.

� Argentina, Australia, Bahrain, Canada, Chile (under translation), Czech, European Community, Fiji, Grenada, Hong Kong, Iceland, Israel, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Liechtenstein, Macao, Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Poland, Senegal (under translation), Singapore, Slovakia, St. Christ Farviness, Switzerland, Taiwan, the United States, Uruguay


� states and areas highlighted by underlines in the above footnote


� Australia, Canada, China, European Community, Hong Kong, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, Panama, Taiwan, Singapore





