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Objective

The project, “Non-Tariff Measures in the Transport Sector”, is near completion.  A draft final report of the study is being tabled at the meeting of the Competitive Transport Steering Committee to seek agreement to finalise its publication on the website and publicly table it.  The Competitive Transport Steering Committee is also asked to discuss the report’s recommendations and a plan of action to address them.

An electronic version of the draft final report has been provided to HODs and the secretariat of the 22nd TPTWG meeting.  It is not available on the TPTWG website.

Background

The project was initiated at the request of the APEC Market Access Group.  Australia as the Chair of the Competitive Transport Steering Committee undertook to develop the project proposal.  The proposal was developed and endorsed by the 19th TPT-WG meeting in April 2001. 

The project objective is to assess how the trade inhibiting effects of non-tariff measures and anti-competitive business practices in the transport sector of APEC could be reduced while continuing to protect the legimate safety, security and environmental goals of APEC economices.  The project is designed to identify the existing non-tariff and anti-competitive business practices in the transport sector of the APEC economies, and to develop a ‘best practice model’, which can serve as a guide to the elimination or reduction of the most important current barriers to trade in transport services.

The APEC Ministerial Meeting in Shanghai in October 2001 approved the project for inclusion in the 2002 TILF Special Account budget and US$99,000 was allocated for the project.

As a result of a consultative selection process, involving members of the project Steering Committee – Australia, Japan and New Zealand – Meyrick and Associates Pty Ltd was selected as a successful candidate for this project.  The contract between the consultant and the APEC Secretariat was finalised on 24 June 2002.  The consultant was required to deliver the following outputs.

· Delivery of First Interim Report – 31 October 2002

· Delivery of Second Interim Report – 30 April 2003

· Submission of Draft Final Report – 30 June 2003

· Finalisation of Draft Final Report at TPTWG meeting

Current Situation

The consultant provided the project overseer with the First Interim Report in February 2003 and the Second Interim Report in May 2003. As a result of TPTWG22 being deferred, the project overseer was unable to table the Interim Reports.

The consultant has now prepared the draft final report and submitted it to the project overseer for approval by the TPTWG.

Recommendation

Australia recommends the members of the Competitive Transport Steering Committee review the draft final report and:

· agree to a timetable and process for incorporating economy comments so that the report can be finalised; and

· consider the recommendations in the report for adopting a best practice model for reducing non-tariff trade barriers.

