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22nd APEC TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP MEETING
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STEERING COMMITTEE ON MORE COMPETITIVE TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRY (INCLUDING INFRASTRUCTURE)

REPORT OF THE PORT EXPERTS GROUP

3 September 2003

Report of the Port Experts Group to the Steering Committee on Competitive Transport

Overview

The 13th Group meeting was held from 11:00 - 17:00 on September 1, 2003 and from 9:00 – 11:30 on September 2, 2003 in Busan, Korea with the participation of twenty six (26) people from the following thirteen (13) economies; Australia, Canada, China, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Philippines, Russian Federation, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, and the United States of America.

The meeting was followed by a technical tour to Busan new port under the courtesy of MOMAF, Korea, from 13:00 – 18:00 on Sep. 2, 2003.

We had five (5) sessions overall, which were namely New Projects, On-going projects, Progress Report from E-commerce Group, Various Presentation, and Discussion Session.

One (1) new project was discussed in the New Projects session;

three (3) projects were discussed in the On-going projects;

two (2) projects were reported from the E-commerce group;

one (1) topic was presented at the Various Presentation Session;

and two (2) topics were discussed at the Discussions Session.

Also, the Australian proposal for the merge of the group was discussed under the Other Business Matters.

The group agreed to support the proposal 5.-7. which is positive, but to oppose to the particular proposal of 1., since the Group is not going to focus on the Inter-modal issue in the future, but on the Port issues..

Projects

One new project of ‘Study on Container Throughput Forecasting for Shipping and Port Development Strategies in the APEC Region’ was reported and agreed to proceed as planned. This project will be completed with one (1) year of working schedule, starting from Jan., 2004.

Draft final reports of two (2) on-going projects, namely Port Investment, and Port and Inter-modal Interface, were presented and discussed.  These reports will be finalized reflecting the discussion, by the spring of next year. Final reports for these two as well as the one for the ‘Electronic Port Manifest’ project will be prepared and distributed by the spring of next year.

For the final output of the ‘Port and Inter-modal Interface’ project, it was agreed to consider the possibility of having a seminar for the project, which will help the outcome of this project to be understood and applied by the economies.

Progress of one (1) project on Technical standards for the APEC region was reported, and agreed to proceed as planned. This project will have one (1) year of working schedule before completion.

Progress report of two (2) on-going E-Commerce Group projects, namely Electronic Intra-Port Community Discussion Group, and 
Sea and Air Container Tracking and Tracing Technology, were presented and discussed. 

Canada presented the Technical Standard for Ferry Ramps which will be an adequate guidance for ports when planning and designing them.

Two (2) topics of Port Security and APEC Port Data Base were discussed at the discussion session. Regarding the issue of Port Security, the group agreed to suggest that APEC develop an organized system to assist other economies with implementation, and further exchange information in the fora. 

The group agreed to have further discussion on these two topics in the future meetings. 
Recommendations

The Steering Committee is requested to note the progress of the group above, and take actions as appropriate.

Operation Plan Update

	Collective Actions
	Future Follow-up by the WG
	Outcomes(s)
	Timeframe
	Benefits
	Beneficiaries

	Port Experts Group: 

This expert group seeks to improve efficiency through the exchange of information and expertise among port experts and programs, and to improve port capacities in the APEC region.  These goals are obtained through the identification of common issues and formulation of action plans. 

(Lead Economy: Japan)
	The Group was endorsed at the Ministerial Meeting in June 1997. 

The Port Experts Group moves forward four (4) on-going projects and will complete the first three of them by the spring of next year.

Four (4) on-going project are entitled as: 

(1) Electronic Port Manifests 

(2) Port and Inter-Modal Interface 

(3) Port Investment

(4) Technical Standards of Ports in the APEC Region

The Port Experts Group has started one (1) new project. The project is entitled as:

(1) Study on Container Throughput Forecasting for Shipping and Port Development Strategies in the APEC Region 
	Operation of the Port Database

Operational Guidelines of the Database

Report on six (6) themes and their summary


	ST/MT
	Promotion of trade through lessening distribution costs and improving the efficiency of port service.
	Port users and those who benefit from the use of ports, as well as port operators.


