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1. Introduction to the APEC Port Data Base

1.1. Objective

The objective of the APEC Port Data Base (APDB) is to provide to port customers and to the public an open and general access to information on the main ports of Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation region. 

Obviously, in 2003, many world ports have their own web sites. However, each web sites is made in a different way, and it is many times quite difficult to find a specific information one is looking for. A great advantage of the APDB is that the information is presented the same way for all ports. This also makes it easy to get regional or national statistics.

Public and private ports of the 21 APEC economies may use freely the APDB to inform their customers, ship owners and shippers of the cargo about their port facilities, services, equipment, cargo statistics, and management. All APEC ports input directly their own information into the database via the Internet thanks to a private password for each port. 

The APDB includes in a single web address (www.apecport.org) links to individual ports’ web sites, which can be easily found and visited by a single click.

Users can use the powerful capacities of the database to realize specific queries, and get “on line” statistics, at the port, economy or general level, 

1.2. Some history

Early 1997, at the eleventh APEC TPT-WG in Seattle, the Port Database was agreed, on the proposal of the Port Experts Group (PEG), to cover port infrastructure, port administration, management and operation with special emphasis on the improvement of port efficiency. Chile developed an interactive web based Port database, and demonstrated it for the first time at the twelfth TPT-WG in Chinese Taipei, late 1997. 

In April 1998, at the thirteenth TPT-WG held in Mexico City, the PEG reviewed the Port database and launched it officially, asking all APEC Ports to input their data.  

In April 1999, in Santiago, PEG agreed that APDB be relocated to Japan and that Chile upgrade it, which was realized by the end of 1999.

The APDB server is hosted at the Overseas Coastal Area Development Institute of Japan (OCDI). The APDB Webmaster is currently volunteered by Mr. François Richard, from the Chile firm Intranet Consulting.
1.3. Structure of the Database
The APDB uses Internet and relational database technologies. The program has been structured in three subprograms, according to function and type of users: Public, Port Data Administrator and Webmaster.
It is important to understand that this database is totally decentralized: each port of each APEC economy is responsible of inputting and updating the data they find useful.
1.4. Data Input Status on August 21, 2003

The APDB has now   327 ports from the 21 APEC economies. 255 ports have updated directly their data.

The data presently available in the APDB is the following:

	General Database Statistics

	APEC Economies
	21
	Berths in the database
	524

	APEC Ports in the database
	327
	Annual cargo inputs
	408

	APEC Ports with data input by the ports
	255
	Ports with Logo
	160

	Registered ports Managers
	195
	Ports with photo
	161

	Ports with Web site
	204
	Ports with Map
	103

	Ports with E-Mail
	267
	Shipping Agencies
	701

	Terminals in the database
	472
	
	


      The APDB includes  links to the own Web sites of 204 APEC Ports, and contains 267 e-mail addresses of the APEC ports. 
A visit counter has been incorporated on the web site in March 2002.
The APDB has received over 40.000 visits since then.
.

1.5. Possibility for ports without web site to use their main page in APDB

As all information in the APDB is fully available to the public, it is possible for the ports that do not have their own web site to use a direct link to their main page in the APDB system.

It is easy and cheap to buy a domain name and to redirect the web page, for instance to make a domain such as www.hochiminhport.vn that goes automatically to the address http://www.apecport.org/homeof.asp?HO CHI MINH CITY.

2. Points of Discussion about the APDB

2.1. The registration of ports in the APDB
There are presently 327 ports in the APDB. There are many more ports in the APEC region. 

Few PEG Members have so far given the list of the ports of their economy which they think relevant to put in the database. 

2.2. Input of the data 

The basic principle of the APDB is that each port should enter directly all its information. However, many ports are found reluctant to enter data. Some ports have told us they feel the port information should be entered in a central navel, by some APEC entity.
Current state of data input in the database is far from satisfactory, regarding the production of statistical data using APDB.

Related to this, 80 ports in the database have no data input. 

Some ports do not register email, which makes it very difficult to get in touch with them. 

Also, at times it is difficult to decide which should be the basic entity stated as a “port” in the APDB. 

2.3. PEG monitoring of the APDB
In the early days of the APDB, various PEG members (Chile, USA, and Japan in particular) had a strong involvement with the creation and development of the system. Unfortunately, with the changes of those members in the PEG, this involvement has become every time lower leaving the database webmaster with very little contacts and orientation from the PEG.
2.4. Financing of the APDB

The original development of the APDB has been financed by the Chile government. The only funding finally decided by the PEG and financed by the APEC has been the last update of the system and its transfer to Tokyo in 1999. The Japanese government is now financing the hosting of the web server. There has been no financing at all for the Webmaster administration since year 2000.
2.5. Appropriateness of the information items
The information items included in the APDB have been decided by previous PEG meetings. However, with the time, it is possible that some information is not really relevant in the context of the present APDB. 

2.6. Appropriate Presentation of the port information

There might be room for improvements of the presentation of the database.

2.7. Possible direction of improvements
The APDB makes it possible to generate many kinds of specific reports by economy, or by the group. Looking at that character, and using the database as a tool to produce regular reports, will give the database a stable value of its existence.
Incorporation of new features in the system for the PEG members

APEC Port Database publicity and diffusion 

Detail Information and analysis on visits and hits to, and use of, the APDB 

New features to incorporate more data about Shipping Agencies 

etc.

3. Proposal from the Secretary

The Secretary’s proposal is to explore the issues identified in 2. and make some suggestions, if any, to the possible direction of improvements, for not only at this meeting, but also at the next meeting(s).

4. Actions requested to the experts

Experts are requested to consider the proposal in 3. and take appropriate actions. 
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