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Report of 10th Steering Committee of APEC Automotive Dialogue

Bangkok, Thailand, 26th ~ 28th February 2003

1. The 10th Steering Committee Meeting (SCM), the organizing body for the APEC Automotive Dialogue, was held in Bangkok, Thailand. The SCM was attended by 85 public and private sector representatives from Australia, Canada, China, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, USA and Vietnam.  The Dialogue members expressed their appreciation to Indonesia for taking on the role of the Auto Dialogue chair, to Korea for hosting 9th Steering Committee and to Thailand for working to bring 10th Steering Committee to Thailand. 

Harmonization Working Group

4. Nila Damitri, the head of the BTMP Testing Facility in Indonesia, presented the Institute’s experience in the motorcycle industry after the automotive deregulation policy in 1999, and concluded that national testing and regulatory bodies are not optimally utilized.  Developed economies that have had experience in regulating the industry are called on to share best practices.  Cooperation can contribute to a Mutual Recognition Agreement in the ASEAN region.  Participants raised a number of questions on Indonesia’s experience and suggested that economies’ regulatory regimes be examined to order to fully address the concerns of the industry in the region.
5. ASEAN MRA:
The ASEAN Automotive Federation, represented by the Philippines, briefed the Steering Committee on its decision to pursue an ASEAN Mutual Recognition Agreement as a way of facilitating trade among AFTA, and recognized that support from the Auto Dialogue would be useful in this effort.  All AAF members voiced strong support for the ASEAN MRA.  They reported that their next step is to write their own paper on a framework for the ASEAN MRA to submit to the ASEAN Working Group on Industrial Cooperation. U.S. and Japanese industry offered technical assistance to the AAF to further advance the ASEAN MRA.  The Steering Committee approved the ASEAN MRA paper for submission to the Automotive Dialogue meeting in April for final approval.  

6 Core Regulations:

The ASEAN Automotive Federation agreed that having the RTHP draft a list of core regulations which could be an addendum to the ASEAN MRA would be useful.  ASEAN members could use this list as a guide to develop automotive regulations.  

Japan strongly requested that APEC’s basic agreements be followed when the ASEAN MRA and the Core Regulations are discussed, in particular, the Dialogue’s Principles for Automotive Technical regulation harmonization and the RTHP’s Operational Plan.

7 Other Business:
The Chair of the Harmonization Working Group suggested a future discussion of developed economy harmonization efforts and asked that members forward to him ideas for the future work of this Working Group.
Market Access Working Group.

WTO Doha Round.

25. In accordance with the request made during the 4th APEC Auto Dialogue, the ATPC presented a proposal on the Automotive Areas of Interest in the WTO Doha Round.  It was reported that the proposal was significantly modified to take into account concerns raised during the Seoul Steering Committee meeting.  The draft paper proposed addressing non-tariff measures (Customs, Standards/Certification, Internal taxes, Investment, and Intellectual property rights), and proposed that APEC auto industry associations prepare papers on those subjects for consideration by the Auto Dialogue in April.
26. The Chair received comments from several economies objecting to the inclusion of “internal taxes” as a subject for papers.  In addition, some economies expressed concerns regarding a direct communication between the Auto Dialogue and the WTO.  In response, it was agreed to drop the “internal tax” subject and emphasize that the industry papers were to be nonbinding with no direct linkage to the WTO Doha Development Agenda negotiations.  In addition, it was suggested that the concerns raised during the steering committee process be identified in the papers.  It was further suggested that these papers might best be used as information resources by the APEC economies.
27. The Chair agreed to coordinate the format and drafting of the papers to be completed before the April Auto Dialogue meeting.  The Auto Dialogue could then decide its response to the industry prepared papers.  
28. Automotive Statistics

Economies were reminded to check the accuracy of their statistics in the WTO database and to communicate future updates directly. 

29. Industry profiles 

The meeting participants were urged to complete the submission of industry profiles to the APEC website at the earliest date.
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