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Harmonization Working Group

Communication to RTHP

Explanation of Request Concerning “Core Technical Regulations”
At the March 2002 Automotive Dialogue Steering Committee, the Harmonization Working Group discussed the concept of a list of “core technical regulations.”  The Dialogue recognized that the RTHP had previously studied and discussed this topic, and decided to ask the technical experts in the RTHP for their assistance in further developing the idea.

As envisioned by the Auto Dialogue, this list would be a non-binding guide which economies could, at their choosing, use during the development of their regulatory systems.  Items on the list would be those items which the technical experts at the RTHP believe a country developing a regulatory system should focus on first.  Items placed on the list would be those which would provide the most immediate benefit to vehicle purchasers, manufacturers and society as a whole.  The determining factors for placing items on this list would be overall benefit to the safety, health and welfare of consumers and contribution to trade facilitation. This group of “core technical regulations” is not intended to limit in any way an economy’s ability to develop and adopt regulations that they see necessary, but rather be a common starting point, with established performance levels, from which regulatory development can evolve.

The Auto Dialogue has also discussed the merits of endorsing, and perhaps helping to facilitate an ASEAN Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA).  If this list of “core technical regulations” was developed, it could serve as a key foundation for such an MRA, by giving ASEAN governments a definitive list of areas to focus on when considering which standards to mutually recognize first.

