Annex 3.1.3 WTO Doha Round.

25. In accordance with the request made during the 4th APEC Auto Dialogue, the ATPC presented a proposal on the Automotive Areas of Interest in the WTO Doha Round.  It was reported that the proposal was significantly modified to take into account concerns raised during the Seoul Steering Committee meeting.  The draft paper proposed addressing non-tariff measures (Customs, Standards/Certification, Internal taxes, Investment, and Intellectual property rights), and proposed that APEC auto industry associations prepare papers on those subjects for consideration by the Auto Dialogue in April.
26. The Chair received comments from several economies objecting to the inclusion of “internal taxes” as a subject for papers.  In addition, some economies expressed concerns regarding a direct communication between the Auto Dialogue and the WTO.  In response, it was agreed to drop the “internal tax” subject and emphasize that the industry papers were to be nonbinding with no direct linkage to the WTO Doha Development Agenda negotiations.  In addition, it was suggested that the concerns raised during the steering committee process be identified in the papers.  It was further suggested that these papers might best be used as information resources by the APEC economies.
27. The Chair agreed to coordinate the format and drafting of the papers to be completed before the April Auto Dialogue meeting.  The Auto Dialogue could then decide its response to the industry prepared papers.  
28. Automotive Statistics

Economies were reminded to check the accuracy of their statistics in the WTO database and to communicate future updates directly. 

29. Industry profiles 

The meeting participants were urged to complete the submission of industry profiles to the APEC website at the earliest date.

