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22nd APEC TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP MEETING

Busan, Korea 

1 - 5 September 2003

TPT-WG22/SC/CT/REPORT
REPORT FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE ON MORE COMPETITIVE TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRY (INCLUDING INFRASTRUCTURE)

REPORT

3 September 2003
 Report of the meeting of the Steering Committee for

More Competitive Transportation Industry (including infrastructure)

Wednesday 3 September

Participating economies

1. The meeting was chaired by Australia, as the Coordinator, and attended by representatives from Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Peoples Republic of China; Indonesia; Japan; Korea; Malaysia; New Zealand; Philippines; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; United States of America; and Vietnam. 

REPORT ON SHEPHERDS/HOD/SCC MEETING

2. The Chair advised the Steering Committee of issues discussed at the Shepherds/ SCC/ HOD meeting.  Specifically, the meeting noted discussion of:

· issues related to the streamlining of Working Group meetings and possible opportunities for combining the work of some expert groups, noting that this was a matter that expert groups had been asked to consider;

· the report by Chinese Taipei on the operations and future of the TPT-WG website;

· discussion of future arrangements to deal with prospective vacancies in a number of key roles, including Deputy Lead Shepherd, chairs of Steering Committees and chairs of expert groups;

· possible arrangements for the next TPT-WG meeting and the upcoming Ministerial meeting; and

· the request of the S/SCC/HOD meeting that consideration is given to possible key issues for the Ministerial meeting.

REPORTS FROM EXPERT AND PROJECT GROUPS

Air Services Group (Australia)

3. The Steering Committee considered a progress report from the Special Air Services Group (ASG) meeting that was held on 2 September 2003. 

4. The meeting was attended by 28 delegates from: Australia; Brunei Darussalam; the People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; the Republic of Indonesia; Japan; the Republic of Korea; New Zealand; the Republic of the Philippines; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; the United States of America; and Vietnam.

Discussion

5. The key issues discussed were: 
· reports from New Zealand, Vietnam and China on progress in liberalising air services in their respective economies; 

· the results and analysis of the annual survey of the implementation of the Eight Options for More Competitive Air Services;

· a paper from New Zealand on the implications of the International Civil Aviation Organisation’s (ICAO) Fifth World Wide Air Transport Conference for the Eight Options; 

· a paper from the United States on the elevation of cargo only accession to the Multilateral Agreement on the Liberalisation of International Air Transport (MALIAT) to a Pathfinder Initiative; and 

· future Chairmanship of the Air Services Group.

Projects

6. The continuing project of the Air Services Group is the Annual Survey on Implementation of the Eight Options for More Competitive Air Services. The results of the most recent survey were reported to and discussed at the 22nd meeting of TPT-WG experts. The next results will be forwarded to ASG members before the 23rd meeting of the TPT-WG.

Recommendations

7. The Steering Committee on More Competitive Transport recommends that Plenary:

· note the positive progress towards liberalisation evidenced in the attached reports from New Zealand, Vietnam and China on air services liberalisation;

· note that this progress was reflected in the latest Annual Survey on Implementation of the Eight Options for More Competitive Air Services;

· encourage all member economies to contribute to the Annual Survey to make it as effective as possible;

· note that the recommendations of the ICAO Fifth World Wide Air Transport Conference may necessitate changes to the Eight Steps for More Competitive Air Services, and that a draft of possible changes would be a matter for consideration at the next ASG meeting;

· note the reservations of some economies about cargo-only accession to the Multilateral Agreement on the Liberalisation of International Air Transportation (MALIAT), and note that there should be further discussions at the next ASG meeting, with the proposed text of such an arrangement to be provided, if available, to ASG members in advance of that meeting;

· note the intention of Australia to step aside as Chair of the ASG before its next meeting and encourage members economies to give positive consideration to nominating for the role of Chair; and

· note that there was no need for amendment to the Operational Plan for Air Services as a result of the latest meeting of the ASG.

Maritime Initiative (Japan)

8. Japan presented the report on the meeting of the Maritime Initiative (MI). The meeting was attended by 14 economies. Election of a new Chair was conducted following Mr Sonoda’s changed responsibilities. Mr Yoshiro Ichikawa (Japan) was nominated and unanimously elected as Chair.

9. MI members discussed and deepened their understanding on issues raised in the report of the “Facilitation of International Shipping Project”. According to the working schedule adopted at the last meeting, MI members adopted “General Framework on Maritime Policy” of Volume 3 of the report. In addition, based on the Australian proposal, MI members discussed and agreed the order in which "Policy Item 2-10" of Volume 3 would be considered.
10. Japan explained the current situation of the negotiations on Maritime Transport Services in WTO. Japan urges MI members to accelerate MTS liberalization by making significant effort to reach an agreement through meaningful commitment and by forming a substantial critical mass.
11. According to the recommendation at the last Steering Committee that MI consider recommendations concerning Adoption of FAL Form Usage in the final report on “Efficiency in the Facilitation of International Seaborne Trade Project“, the members exchanged their views and agreed to continue to deal with this items in the next meeting to gather information further.
12. In regard to the technical cooperation, MI members were again encouraged to reconsider and propose projects by the next meeting.
13. The representative from Korean Register of Shipping gave a perspective on overview of Register of Shipping in Korea.
Projects

14. TILF Special Account Project “Facilitation of International Shipping Project”. Of the three volumes of report Volume 1 “Impact of Maritime Policy Reform” and Volume 2 “Case studies” were finalized inter-sessionally prior to the 20th TPT-WG, however, Volume 3 “Policy Alternatives towards International Shipping Liberalization” is still in a position of a working paper. According to the working schedule adopted at the last meeting, MI members adopted Policy Item1 “General Framework on Maritime Policy” of Volume 3 .In addition, based on Australian proposal, MI discussed order of discussing individual Policy Items 2 to 10 of Volume 3, and agreed to adopt policy items 8 and 9, in principal, and that all economies agreed to work inter-sessionally to develop a framework for actioning these policy items. The MI also agreed to defer discussing project proposal for the studies “harmonization of liner shipping” and “support and promotional measures”, as a means of informing a future discussion of Policy Items, to the next MI meeting.
Recommendations

15. The Steering Committee on more Competitive Transport recommends that Plenary: note the progress of the Maritime Initiative Group

Port Experts Group (Japan)

16. The 13th PEG Group meeting was held from 11:00 - 17:00 on September 1, 2003 and from 9:00 – 11:30 on September 2, 2003 in Busan, Korea. Twenty six (26) people from the following thirteen (13) economies participated in the meeting; Australia, Canada, China, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Philippines, Russian Federation, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, and the United States of America.

17. The meeting was followed by a technical tour to Busan new port under the courtesy of MOMAF, Korea, from 13:00 – 18:00 on Sep. 2, 2003.

18. The meeting conducted five (5) sessions overall, being; New Projects, On-going projects, Progress Report from the E-commerce Group, Various Presentation, and a Discussion Session.:

· One (1) new project was discussed in the New Projects session;

· three (3) projects were discussed in the On-going projects;

· two (2) projects were reported from the E-commerce group;

· one (1) topic was presented at the Various Presentation Session; and 

· two (2) topics were discussed at the Discussions Session

19. The Australian proposal for the merger of the group was discussed under the Other Business Matters. The PEG group agreed to support the proposal (reference 5.-7), which is positive, but is opposed to the particular proposal to merge the PEG and the ITF groups since the PEG Group is not going to focus on the Inter-modal issue in the future, but on the Port issues.

Projects

20. One new project of ‘Study on Container Throughput Forecasting for Shipping and Port Development Strategies in the APEC Region’ was reported and was noted as proceeding to plan. 

21. Draft final reports of two (2) on-going projects, namely Port Investment, and Port and Inter-modal Interface, were presented and discussed.  These reports will be finalized reflecting the discussion, by the spring of next year. Final reports for these two as well as the one for the ‘Electronic Port Manifest’ project will be prepared and distributed by the spring of next year.

22. For the final output of the ‘Port and Inter-modal Interface’ project, it was agreed to consider the possibility of having a seminar for the project, which will help the outcome of this project to be understood and applied by the economies.

23. Progress of one (1) project on Technical standards for the APEC region was reported, and agreed to proceed as planned. This project will have one (1) year of working schedule before completion.
24. Progress reports of two (2) on-going E-Commerce Group projects, namely Electronic Intra-Port Community Discussion Group, and 
Sea and Air Container Tracking and Tracing Technology, were presented and discussed. 

25. Canada presented the Technical Standard for Ferry Ramps, which will be an adequate guidance for ports when planning and designing them.

26. Two (2) topics of Port Security and APEC Port Data Base were discussed at the discussion session. Regarding the issue of Port Security, the group agreed to suggest that APEC develop an organized system to assist other economies with implementation, and further exchange information in the fora. 

27. The group agreed to have further discussion on these two topics in the future meetings. 

Recommendations

28. The Steering Committee on more Competitive Transport recommends that Plenary note the progress of the Port Experts Group, and take actions as appropriate:

Road Transport Harmonisation Project (RTHP)

29. The Steering Committee considered a progress report from the Road Transport Harmonisation Project Group (RHTP) meeting that was held on 1 and 2 September 2003 under the new chairmanship of Mr Chul Hwan Kim, a representative of Republic of Korea.

30. Representatives from Brunei Darussalam, China, Chinese Taipei, Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Philippines, Republic of Korea, Singapore, Thailand, the United States of America and Vietnam participated in the meeting. The International Motorcycle Manufacturers Association (IMMA) also took part in the meeting as official guests. Representatives from Korea Automobile Manufacturers Association, Hyundai Motor Company, KIA, Ssangyong Motor Company, Renault-Samsung Motor Company also took part in the meeting.

Discussion

31. The Republic of Korea briefed the RTHP about the status in implementing ECE regulations.  

32. At its last meeting, the RTHP discussed how to step up cooperation with WP29 and its experts meetings. One of the options suggested was to establish links between the RTHP and WP29. Based on unanimous support within the group, Korea volunteered to be a contact point for GRE (lighting), China for GRPE (pollution and energy), and Japan for GRRF (brake and running gear). IMMA informed the group that the US had volunteered to be a contact point for GRSP (passive safety) at the 21st APEC TPT WG meeting. No economy volunteered for GRB (noise).
33. The RTHP noted that the final Report of Phase V Stage 3 2002 Project was approved by the RTHP group and APEC Overseer. The chairman congratulated JASIC for completing the project and the RTHP and participating economies showed their appreciation of the work done by JASIC. In conclusion, JASIC expressed its intention to assist any economy in establishing its own action plan.

34. Korea briefed the RTHP on matters raised at the 10th Steering Committee Meeting (SCM) of the Automotive Dialogue (26-28 February 2003, Bangkok, Thailand) and the fifth APEC Automotive Dialogue (25-27 June 2003, Honolulu, Hawaii, USA).

35. RTHP discussed the ASEAN Cooperative Arrangement for Automotive Technical Regulations (ACAATR) proposed by the Automotive Dialogue (AD). Its purpose is to facilitate automobile trade in the ASEAN Free Trade Area. The cooperative arrangement would address technical regulations and certification processes. After discussion, the chairman asked the RTHP participating economies to review the documents regarding ACAATR by the next meeting and to discuss it further. He stressed that the RTHP would decide its position. The chairman closed the discussion on the matter by concluding that the development of the ACAATR is being handled by the AD, but it should be in line with WP29.

36. Economies then provided a progress report on their implementation of vehicle regulations. 

37. A majority of RTHP participant economies expressed a strong objection to any proposal to merge the RTHP and the Road Safety Expert Group (RSEG) because it would not save resources nor be efficient. 

Recommendations

38. The Steering Committee on more Competitive Transport recommends that Plenary:

· note that Mr. Chul-Hwan KIM was elected as the new chairman of RTHP;
· note that the final report of Phase V Stage 3, prepared by JASIC, was approved by the group;
· note that the RTHP is a responsible body for promoting harmonization of regulations;
· recommend that APEC economies be encouraged to develop their action plan towards promotion of harmonization on regulations under WP29;

· recommend that APEC economies not engaged in RTHP activities be encouraged to do so; and

· note that the RTHP opposes the proposal to merge the RTHP and the RSEG.

Intermodal Task Force (United States)

39. The ITF meeting was conducted by Acting Chair Dr. Jess Browning, on behalf of Rich Biter, Chair, USA, who was unable to attend the meeting. Vice Chair George Ttyszewicz, Canada shared duties during the meeting.

40. The attendees included 21 delegates representing 10 APEC member economies and one guest economy: Australia; Canada; People's Republic of China; Japan; Korea, Macao, China (Guest Economy), Republic of Philippines; Singapore; Chinese Taipei, Thailand; and the United States.

41. In line with the tasking directives of the 3rd Transportation Ministerial Statement, the ITF encourages member economies to look for areas of opportunities within the following topics and present proposals to the ITF for consideration at subsequent TPT-WG meetings: Harmonization of Multimodal regulations and standards; Technology Applications; Intermodal Benefits; Passenger concerns including conflicts with freight movement; Air Cargo and Marine Land Connections; Logistics Management and Intermodal Skills Training; and Intermodal Supply-Chain Security and Efficiency. Recent projects that are either in work or about to start that meet these topical areas include  Mutual Recognition of Transport Professionals; Identification of Competency Standards for Perishable Goods Handling and Development of Training Programs; the identification of Needed Intermodal Skills and Intermodal Skills Case Study; and Sea and Air Container Tracking and Tracing Technology: Analysis and Case Studies Economies are encouraged to submit project proposals either jointly or individually on those items listed under future work that have not been addressed.

42. A new topic that also is in line with the Minister’s directives was presented at TPT-WG 22 that deals with “Short Sea Shipping” as best practices in intermodal transportation to reduce road congestion and improve transportation efficiency by using inland and coastal waterways. "Short Sea Shipping is of great interest in Europe, the Americas and Asia. Most recently China and Korea have signed an agreement to promote short sea shipping on the Yellow Sea between the ports of Incheon, Dalian, and Xhindo. The USA presented a power point presentation on short sea shipping prepared by their Department of Transportation’s Maritime Administration. Canada also made a presentation on short sea shipping in Canada and described its goals, objectives, opportunities, and challenges. There was a great deal of interest in this topic and the ITF has encouraged economies to present a project proposal on Short Sea Shipping at the meeting of TPT-WG 23.

43. At this session of TPT – WG 22, prior to the, the ITF members were encouraged to attend a joint-meeting with the ITS and e-Commerce experts groups and discuss what might be done in the way of innovations in security technology and educational needs that are associated with security issues and what additional security, operational, and institutional initiatives could be developed by ITF.

44. Substantial discussion was held regarding Australia’s merger proposals. The ITF would only support mergers on the condition of “real efficiencies” gained.

Projects

45. The ITF endorsed progress on a number of projects, as follows.

46. Phase I Sea and Air Container Tracking and Tracing Technology - Analysis and Case Studies (Australia). The project has completed the first stage involving an analysis of literature and commercial material, complemented by outcomes of a web-based survey and information from one-on-one interviews with stakeholders in Australia, New Zealand, Canada, USA and Singapore. The Web survey resulted in responses from Australia, Canada, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, Chinese Taipei and the USA. The preliminary findings of the survey indicate a range of competing track and trace solutions currently available and under development in the APEC economies.  The solutions currently available aim to address specific sectors of the supply chain and no solutions are able to address all the issues in the highly complex supply chain system.

47. The project consultant is in the process of developing case studies to examine the application of track and trace technologies and their integration across supply chains in the APEC region. Australia encouraged relevant stakeholders in their home economies to respond to the web site survey at www.lvl.co.nz/apec as additional information will assist the findings and case studies, invited comments on the proposed case studies and urged economies to input to the development of case studies expected to be available at the end of September 2003.

48. Identification of Competency Standards for Perishable Goods Handling and Development of Training Programs (Australia). A New Zealand based agricultural scientist with expertise in perishables is conducting the project. So far the consultant has received a disappointing response to an email questionnaire on perishable training courses in the APEC region although the email was sent to TPT-WG officials and other contact points in each economy. There needs to be much greater participation by economies in order to adequately complete the regional compendium of available perishables training courses. Field studies of perishables handling practices (and any associated training courses) will take place in September 2003 in three economies (Vietnam, Thailand and Singapore). It is anticipated that the project will be completed by the end of 2003. Australia encourages economies to respond to the survey questionnaire and note the project milestones.   

49. Using APEC meetings, conduct forums addressing integrated, intermodal transportation planning: Intermodal Skills Case Study (United States). This project was developed to disseminate the case study materials that were part of the successful training program held in the Phillipines at TPT 20. This project proposal has been reviewed by the BMC and has received funding.   Specifically, this project consists of 1) refining and polishing the case study material to prepare it for publication and dissemination; 2) establish criteria for developing and selecting locations for subsequent development of case studies and 3) to be completed as the next phase, the development of and delivery of four case studies.

50. Identification of Needed Intermodal Skills and development of  required training program (Canada). This project consists of the development of a one-week course in “Intermodal Basic Competencies,” An international team from the University of Denver and the University of Calgary was selected to prepare a weeklong course that will develop core competencies for successful careers in intermodal transportation. Intermodal specialists require a set of planning and management skills that build upon knowledge of specific transportation modes and yield strategic competence in organizing optimal physical, commercial, and operational relations between the modes.

51. The course will contain ten modules.  These will expose participants to the skills needed to succeed in solving issues and facing challenges in areas that apply to intermodal transportation. Sometime during 2004, this course is to be presented in an APEC member economy, yet to be identified.  The course will be open to transportation professionals throughout APEC. A local partner would be responsible for: publicizing this course in the area it is being offered (where a majority of participants could be expected to come from), providing the space, equipment and logistical support needed to deliver the course over a five day period, and serving as the course registrar and secretariat (i.e., handling the registration of all participants, distributing course materials, negotiating a group rate for accommodation and/or meals at suitable establishments) and other related duties.  The local partner would be able to charge a registration fee to recover some or all of the direct costs of activities specified above that which is mutually acceptable to APEC’s Transportation Working Group, the project team, and the local partner.

52. Mutual recognition of the intermodal / logistics manager professional qualifications (Australia). An progress report was delivered on the project to trial the mutual recognition model (of professional qualifications). A project proposal had been completed and approved at the Special HODs Meeting in Wellington, New Zealand in June and subsequently approved for funding by the APEC BMC. The project group has commenced reporting to the Intermodal Task Force as well as the HRD-Steering Committee and will continue this useful arrangement into the future. 

Recommendations

53. The Steering Committee on more Competitive Transport recommends that Plenary: support the ongoing projects of the ITF and endorse the future and joint work of the ITF as noted above.

Electronic Commerce (Australia)

54. Australia presented the report of the Electronic Commerce Group Meeting.

55. Representatives from Australia; Canada; China; Macao, China; Indonesia; Korea; New Zealand; Thailand; the United States of America; and PECC (observer) attended the meeting.   

56. Discussions of the EC group centered on three areas: 

· the forward work program of the EC group, as identified at TPT-WG21 in Brisbane;

· a discussion of progress on the current projects of the EC group; and

· a discussion of future management arrangements to govern the TPT-WG’s future work program in promoting the update of electronic commerce in transport and supply chains.

Forward work program of the EC group

57. The EC finalised inter-sessionally the report of the Electronic Port Manifest Project, and discussed means whereby its findings could be disseminated widely within the TPT-WG, and other international forums. It was agreed that dissemination of the report was adequate and no further action would be taken with respect to the report.

58. The EC discussed progress of the APEC paperless trading initiative on the TPT-WG Electronic Commerce Group’s home page, and agreed to provide economy updates to Australia (peter.siripol@dotars.gov.au). Canada advised that the G7/G8 Customs Group is currently conducting a paperless border trial and drew group members’ attention to this as a useful reference.

59. The EC was that Australia was unable to resource the proposal to repeat the pilot electronic commerce training in maritime transport project (completed in 2001). No other economies offered to take up this activity and so it was referred for reconsideration at the next meeting of the EC.

60. Australia advised the EC that the Australian consultant, who had offered at TPT-WG21 to prepare a discussion paper on the 2005/210 Paperless Trading Goal, was no longer able to do this. The EC agreed to form a small group of Canada, the United States of America and New Zealand to identify the need for and id so, the parameters of a potential project. Their findings, if affirmative, would be presented at the TPT-WG23 in the form of a project proposal.

Recommendations

61. The Steering Committee on more Competitive Transport recommends that Plenary:

· Note the report of the electronic port manifest project has been finalised;

· Note that economies have been requested to provide Australia with information on paperless trading initiatives so that Australia can update information on the EC web-page;

· Note the proposal to re-offer the pilot electronic commerce training in maritime transport project, is deferred for consideration to the next meeting of the EC (TPT-WG23); and

· Note that Canada, the United States of America and New Zealand will inter-sessionally investigate whether to submit a project proposal to examine transport’s progress in implementing the paperless trading goals of 2005/2010. 

Discussion of current projects 

62. Australia tabled the draft final report of the APEC Paperless Trading demonstration - Electronic Transmission of the SANCRT message – E-Cert. As members are still considering the report, it was agreed that economies would be given four weeks in which to read the report in detail, discuss with relevant colleagues, and provide comments to the project officer, Graham Evans of Australia: Graham.Evans@dotars.gov.au. Recommendations of the report would be considered in depth, and appropriate actions in response to these discussed at TPT-WG23.  

63. Australia then presented two progress reports: the Sea and Air Container Tracking and Tracing, and the Electronic Intra Port Community Discussion Groups projects.  The Chair advised members that the consultant, Professor Chris Kissling, would give an in-depth presentation on the track and trace project at the joint meeting of EC, ITS and ITF on Wednesday at 13:30.

Recommendations

64. The Steering Committee on more Competitive Transport recommends that Plenary:

· encourage economies to provide comments to Australia by 1 October on the draft final report of the APEC Paperless Trading demonstration - Electronic Transmission of the SANCRT message. 

· note the recommendations of the APEC Paperless Trading demonstration report will be considered in depth at TPT-WG23. 

· note the progress reports of the two: Sea and Air Container Tracking and Tracing;, and Electronic Intra Port Community Discussion Groups projects. 

Additional matters discussed by the EC group

65. Australia advised the EC group of its initiative to promote the implementation of open universal global standards for the transfer of data between trading partners in supply chains. Australia referred to its tabled report and encouraged members to note the initiative and to encourage relevant authorities to collaborate on the uptake and application of EAN.UCC standards.

66. Australia advised the EC group its paper to the Heads of Delegation concerning possible merger of the EC and the ITS groups. Australia explained the reasons behind its suggestion and advised members that a meeting of the EC, ITS and ITF groups would be convened Wednesday afternoon to discuss matters of a possible merger of either or all of these group. Australia also advised the EC that even if a merger of the EC with another group did not occur it would be stepping down from the Chair of the EC group.

Recommendations

67. The Steering Committee on more Competitive Transport recommends that Plenary:

· Note Australia’s paper and its initiative concerning the application of EAN.UCC standards; and 

· Note Australia’s intention to step down from the chair of the EC group.

Investigation of Non-Tariff Measures in the Transport Sector Project (Australia)

68. The Steering Committee considered a draft final report on the Investigation of non-Tariff Measures in the Transport Sector Project. Australia suggested to members of the SC-CT that four weeks be allocated in which economies could read the report, discuss with their stakeholders, and other relevant parties, and then provide comments to Australia. Australia would discuss these comments with the project consultant and make amendments as appropriate. Australia suggested that the report be progressed inter-sessionally and the revised report and its recommendations be discussed in detail by the SC-CT at the next TPT-WG meeting.

  Recommendations

69. The Steering Committee on more Competitive Transport recommends that Plenary:

· Note that economies should provide Australia with comments inter-sessionally on the draft final report on the Investigation of non-Tariff Measures in the Transport Sector, and that the revised report and its recommendations be discussed in detail at TPT-WG23.

UPDATING THE MATRIX OF RESPONSES TO THE DIRECTIONS IN THE 3RD TRANSPORT MINISTERS STATEMENT

70. The SC-CT agreed to finalise updates to the ‘transport ministers matrix’ inter-sessionally, based on the operational plan updates and meeting reports of its expert groups.

UPDATES TO THE TPT WG OPERATIONAL PLAN

71. Chairs of the six expert groups and one special project group of the SC-CT submitted updates of their group’s sections of the TPT-WG operational plan. These were amalgamated into the attached document: Operational Plan updates – SC-CT – for TPT-WG22, Busan Republic of Korea.

72. The Steering Committee on More Competitive Transport recommends that Plenary accept the operational plan updates of the SC-Ct and its expert and project groups.

73. The meeting of the SC-CT concluded with the chair thanking members for attending economies for their valuable contribution to the meeting.
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