[image: image1.png]



22nd APEC TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP MEETING
Busan, Korea 
1 - 5 September 2003
TPT-WG22/PLEN/3
PLENARY
S/SCCs/PD/HODs MEETING
(DRAFT REPORT)
4 September 2003

22nd APEC TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP MEETING

Busan, Republic of Korea, 1-5 September 2003

REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE SHEPHERDS/STEERING COMMITTEE COORDINATORS/APEC PROGRAM DIRECTOR AND HEADS OF DELEGATION (S/SC/PD/HODS)
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1.
The meeting of the Shepherds/Steering Committee Coordinators/APEC Program Director and Heads of Delegation (S/SC/PD/HODs) was held on 1-2 September 2003. The following economies attended the meeting: Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Korea; Malaysia; New Zealand; Philippines; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; and the United States of America (USA). The Intermodal Transport Association (IMTA) attended the meeting as a guest organization. The APEC Secretariat was represented by Mr. Sergey B. Shipilov, Program Director, TPT-WG.

2.
Mr. Joo-Bin IM, Head of Delegation of Korea to the TPT-WG, welcomed the delegates and expressed his appreciation for their attendance and hope that they will be able to enjoy their brief stay in Busan.

3.
Mr. Lamberto V. Pia, Lead Shepherd, also welcomed the delegates and expressed his appreciation to Korea for hosting the 22nd APEC Transportation Working Group Meeting, particularly the Ministry of Construction and Transportation (MOCT) and the City Government of Busan for the excellent administrative arrangements for this meeting and the warm hospitality of the people of Korea. Mr. Kevin B. Sample, Deputy Lead Shepherd, likewise expressed his thanks and appreciation to the host economy.

4.
Noting that there had been changes in the TPT-WG Heads of Delegation, the Lead Shepherd requested each HOD to introduce themselves to the meeting and welcomed them officially to the TPT-WG family.

Item No. 1
:
Adoption of  Agenda

5.
The TPT-WG adopted the agenda  of the meeting.

Item No. 2
:Comments and Report from the APEC Program Director and the Steering Committee Coordinators
a. Report from the APEC Secretariat

6.
The APEC Program Director reported on the latest developments in APEC which have direct impact on the work of the TPT-WG, particularly trade liberalization, capacity building and counter-terrorism.

7.
The meeting noted the report from the APEC Secretariat on the  SOM III Meeting, particularly the results of he 2nd Meeting of the Counter-Terrorism Task Force (CTTF) on 20 August 2003 in Phuket, Thailand.  The APEC Program Director informed that the establishment of close cooperation with International Financial Institutions (IFIs) would provide  good opportunity for the TPT-WG to secure funding assistance for capacity building projects on counter-terrorism from  IFIs  such as the   Asian Development Bank and the World Bank. At SOM III,  these IFIs have been requested to look into the possibility of supporting additional anti-terrorism activities beyond anti-money laundering and financing of terrorism.

8.
The meeting also noted the request from the ESC Chair in providing inputs from member-economies by 30 September 2003 on the ECOTECH Evaluation Framework to the Lead Shepherd’s Office for further compilation and sending to APEC Secretariat.

9.
The Group noted the request from the Lead Shepherd of the Marine Resources Conservation Working Group (MRCG) and would consider her invitation to the next TPT-WG Meeting.

b. Report from the Steering Committee on More Competitive Transport Industry (including Infrastructure)

10. 
Australia, as Steering Committee Coordinator for More Competitive Transportation Industry (including Infrastructure), briefed the TPT-WG on the progress of its work including those of its Experts Group.  It will continue to advance TPT-WG’s report on the liberalization of trade and services  in the transportation sector.

11.
Canada thanked Australia for its leadership on the Non-Tariff Measures Project.  Canada also noted, however, that as the draft report has just been recently been received, it would not be possible to agree to a definitive timetable for its finalization at this time.

c. Report from the Steering Committee on Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems (including New Technologies)

12.
The United States of America (USA) as Steering Committee Coordinator for Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems (SCSE) reported on the current status of its works from the Aviation Safety Experts Group (ASEG), the Transportation Security Experts Group (TSEG), Experts Group on Maritime Safety (EGMS), Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) Experts Group, Road Safety Experts Group (RSEG), and the Satellite Navigation & Communications Advisory Committee (SN&C).

13. 
Aviation Safety Experts Group:  The ASEG did not meet during TPT-WG 21 and will not meet during TPT-WG 22.  However New Zealand and the United States met in March 2003 to analyze the nine Approved Maintenance Organizations (AMO) surveys that were returned.  It was determined that a project to document a process for use by economies’ aviation authorities to achieve reciprocal acceptance of AMO certification should not be pursued.

14. 
Experts Group on Maritime Safety: The Group continues to work in identifying maritime safety problems in the region and proposed recommendations for improvement.  The final report on the project “Analysis of the Economic Benefits of the Provision of Hydrographic Services in the APEC Region” was presented at TPT-WG 21.  The Accreditation of Seafarer Manning Agencies in the APEC Region project received funding approval and the tendering process was to commence late October 2002.  Maritime security issues were reviewed including international initiatives at IMO with future work to include marine environmental issues.   The Port Baseline Demonstration Project and the Shipboard Ballast Water Sampling Project did not receive funding approval but may be resubmitted.   Additionally, Singapore is hosting a maritime conference January 21-23, 2003, to address the Challenges to Maritime and Port Security.  

15. 
ITS Experts Group: Efforts to influence the development of international standards for intelligent transportation systems continue. The Group focused on this issue and finalized a procedure to enable economies to express their critical need for standards.  The Group conducted an exercise to list the Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) fundamental services in priority order to form the basis of input to ISO TC204 for their consideration in the development of ITS standards.  The Group also discussed the intermodal freight-tracking project.  The Group agreed to collaborate with the Intermodal Task Force and the E-Commerce Group in the contractor selection evaluation process.  Phase I involves a feasibility study to enhance supply chain security and efficiency within APEC by automating critical security-related functions for developing as well as developed APEC economies.   An urgent funding project proposal has been submitted to APEC for approval.  The Group expects to develop Phase 2 of a follow-on demonstration with ITS technology to track and trace air and sea containers intersessionally for submission to APEC by early 2003.  Phase 3 will be a full demonstration deployment to include more state of the art technologies; additional trade routes; and to include shipments destined for developing economies.   A meeting of the ITS Experts Group is planned for March or April in Hawaii, dates and agenda pending.

16.
Road Safety Experts Group: Intersessionally, the RSEG distributed a Request For Proposals (RFP) for a contractor to implement “Initiatives for Improving Road Safety – Phase I”.  Phase 1 of the project includes developing a compendium of best initiatives for APEC economies to improve road transportation safety.  Phase II includes developing individual action plans for voluntary economies based on the Phase I initiatives.  Phase III includes conducting a pilot study involving both public and private sectors to implement low-cost highly effective measures for improving road safety in voluntary economies.   Chinese Taipei is unable to continue as Chair of the RSEG.  We encourage an economy to step forward and serve as Chair prior to TPT-WG 23.

17. 
Satellite Navigation and Communications (SN&C) Systems Advisory Committee: The establishment of the GNSS Implementation Team (GIT) and the three meetings held have resulted in the economies agreement to move forward on multi-modal implementation of GNSS in the APEC region.  The fourth meeting of the GIT will be hosted by Thailand on October 7-10, 2003 in Chiang Mai, Thailand intersessionally to discuss the status of each economy’s GNSS initiatives, funding of the GIT GNSS Regional feasibility Study and the recently approved APEC TPTWG funded proposal to develop and hold 2 GNSS Awareness Seminars in the Asia Pacific Region.  The SN&C will also meet intersessionally on October 6, 2003 prior to the GIT/4 to define future work objectives including WRC 2007 for continued spectrum protection to meet the needs of all transportation users in the future.  

18. 
Transportation Security Experts Group: The Aviation Security Experts Subgroup presented a progress report on the application of human factors in aviation security and implementation of hold baggage screening.  Three counter-terrorism projects were developed.  The first project is a seminar on Promoting 100% Baggage Screening, which was held in Hong Kong, China August 26-28, 2003.  An Aviation Security Experts Group Meeting was held prior to the Symposium on August 23-24, 2003 and the TSEG Intersessional Meeting followed the seminar, August 28-29, 2003.    The second project, the training survey and database, is being developed with the survey to be issued by early 2003.  In August 2002 the third project was initiated, which included Phase I of the Crisis Management Exercise.  Additionally, Singapore hosted an International Maritime and Port Security Conference January 21-23, 2003.  

d. Report from the Steering Committee on Human Resources Development (including Research, Education and Training)

19.
The United States of America, as interim Coordinator for the Steering Committee on Human Resources Development (including Research, Training and Education), briefed the TPT-WG on its current work.

20.
Dr Browning, Interim Chair, reported on the projects and expert groups that will be providing updates and progress on existing projects. There are 6 existing projects and 2 new projects that have received funding. These projects include: Gender Project Group (New Zealand); Aviation Law Training in APEC Economies (Australia); Identification  of  Competency Standards for Perishable Goods Handling  and Development of Training Programs (Australia); Bilateral Training Project Register (Australia); Needed  Intermodal  Skills  and Development of Required Training Programs Phase 2  (Canada); Mutual Recognition of Qualifications for the Intermodal/logistics Manager (Australia); International Air Services Negotiations Training Course (Australia); and Intermodal Skills Case Study (United States)
21. 
There is one new project proposal “Seafarers Training Project Phase 3 that Indonesia will table that will be reviewed by the HRD Steering Committee for further action. 
Item No. 3
:
Matters Arising from the Special Meeting of the 
Shepherds/Steering Committee Coordinators/Program Director/ Heads of Delegation Meeting (S/SC/PD/HODs), Wellington, New Zealand, 12-13 June 2003

22.
The Lead Shepherd briefed the TPT-WG on the results of the Special Meeting of the Shepherds/Steering Committee Coordinators/Heads of Delegation Meeting (S/SC/PD/HODs)in  Wellington, New Zealand on 12-13 June 2003, and requested comments or clarification from Economies if they have any concern. 

a. Proposal to Restructure TPT-WG Meetings

23.
Australia presented its proposal to restructure the current structure of regular TPT-WG Meetings with the view to avoiding duplication of agenda items, rationalizing existing Expert Groups and promoting more efficient meetings. Under this proposal,  Regular TPT-WG Meetings will be held for four (4) days with technical tours included in the meetings of concerned Experts Groups. On the basis of complementarity of objectives and potential synergies between their work and programmes, the following Expert Groups have been proposed to be merged:

· Port Experts Group (PEG) and the Intermodal Task Force (ITF);

· Electronic Commerce Group (EC) and the Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS);

· Road Transport Harmonization Group (RTHG) and the Road Safety Experts Group (RSEG).

24.
Heads of Delegation agreed to refer this matter to affected Experts Group.

b. Website Administration

25.
Chinese Taipei made a presentation on its experience as TPT-WG Website Administrator focusing on the operation and management of the TPT-WG Website.  The meeting noted that Chinese Taipei has expressed its desire to transfer the hosting of the Website to any interested economy.  However, if no economy is prepared to assume this responsibility, Chinese Taipei is willing to continue hosting the TPT-WG Website to ensure continuity and uninterrupted service and requested economies to provide the Website Administrator with relevant web links.

Item No. 4
:
APEC Management Issues

a. The Shanghai Accord

26.
The Lead Shepherd informed the meeting that the TPT-WG should continue its work to implement the Shanghai Accord especially in the areas of trade facilitation, pathfinder initiatives and transparency standards with the view to assisting economies to meet their commitments to the Bogor Goals of free and open trade by 2010 for developed economies and 2020 for developing economies.  The Lead Shepherd reiterated the need for the TPT-WG to develop initiatives to reduce, if not to eliminate, barriers to trade especially in the transportation sector.

27.
The Lead Shepherd also noted that the TPT-WG has a lot of possible pathfinder initiatives which can it can submit to the SOM for consideration.  Among these are the Cargo Only Accession to the Multilateral Agreement on the Liberalization of International  Air Transport (MALIAT), which was referred to the Air Services Group (ASG) for appropriate recommendation, and the 100% Hold Baggage Screening.  The Chair of Steering Committee on Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems  the Group that the GIT will explore the possibility of developing a pathfinder initiative at the GIT/4 meeting, provided the TPT-WG will give its support and endorsement. In addition, it was discussed at the SCSE that the follow-on HBS Symposium would move forward as a pathfinder initiative, as well.

28.
In view of he lack of common understanding of the concept of  “pathfinder initiative”, the APEC Secretariat clarified that a pathfinder initiative is an approach used in APEC to allow group of member economies to undertake to pilot the implementation of cooperative initiatives which will assist them in the facilitation of trade before implementation by all economies.  Economies which are not yet ready to participate in the pathfinder initiatives can participate in these initiatives when they are ready. Proposed pathfinder initiatives developed through the TPT-WG should be endorsed by the TPT-WG and report to SOM for appropriate action and consideration. Japan expressed support for the efforts of the TPT-WG to develop pathfinder initiatives, but made reservation on the Cargo Only Accession to the MALIAT.

29.
The Lead Shepherd also encouraged economies to adopt the APEC Transparency Standards in their work in view of its importance to the promotion of economic growth and financial stability.  He informed the meeting that the implementation of transparency standards will provide business and potential investors clear and comprehensive information on the rules and regulations of each member economy.

b. Counter-Terrorism

30.
The Lead Shepherd informed the TPT-WG that he has submitted his  report to the 2nd Meeting of the APEC Counter-Terrorism Task Force  (CTTF) in Phuket, Thailand on 20 August 2003, emphasizing specific counter-terrorism activities whish are being implemented. These are:

· The 100% Baggage Screening Symposium in Hong Kong, China, 26-28 August 2003;

· The APEC High Level Meeting on Maritime Security Cooperation in Manila, Philippines, 8-9 September 2003.

31.
As a result of the CTTF Meeting, the APEC Secretariat proposed that the TPT-WG to undertake counter-terrorism workshop in the margins of the next TPT-WG meeting.

Item No. 5
:
Transportation Ministerial Issues


32.
The Lead Shepherd requested Steering Committee Committees to update the Matrix of Transport Ministers’ Priorities to reflect the current work of each Committee.

Item No. 6
:
Review of TPT-WG Reports

33.
The Lead Shepherd requested Economies to review the TPT-WG ECOTECH Report and the TILF Report, and submit comments as soon as possible but not later than seven (7) working days upon their arrival to their capitals. These reports will be published in the Annual APEC Reports for 2003.

Item No. 7
:
Updating of the TPT-WG Operational Plan

34.
The Lead Shepherd requested all economies and Steering Committees to update TPT-WG as was done during the TPT-WG/21 Meeting in Brisbane, Australia.

Item No. 8
:
TPT-WG Management Team  

35.
Following he expiration of the term of the current  TPT-WG Management Team, and on the basis of the principle of progression, the United States of America will be the Lead Shepherd Economy for Management Year 2004-2005. China, Thailand and Singapore have been nominated to be the Deputy Lead Shepherd and they will consult their capitals and will get back to the TPT-WG as soon as they can.

36.
An economy proposed that in order to balance the geographic representation at the TPT-WG, an Asian Economy  should be a member of the Management Team.

37.
Australia, which has served as Steering Committee Coordinator for More Competitive Transportation Industry for quite a number of years, and requested that another economy take the position.

Item No. 9
:
Non-Member Participation

38.
The Lead Shepherd informed the meeting that he received a letter from the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) expressing its interest to renew its guest member status with the TPT-WG.  The Lead Shepherd requested economies to forward their comments to this application as soon as they can but not later than five (5) working days upon their arrival to their respective economies.

Item No. 10
:
Arrangements for Future Meetings

39.
Thailand will host the 23rd APEC Transportation Working Group Meeting. It will communicate shortly to all economies the dates for this meeting. Canada indicated its interest to host a future TPT-WG Meeting once funding has been secured, recognizing hat this would be unlikely before 2005.

40.
For future TPT-WG Meetings, the Deputy Lead Shepherd appealed to economies which have not yet hosted a TPT-WG meeting to consider doing so in the near future.

41.
Indonesia informed that the 4th Transportation Ministerial Meeting will be held in Bali, Indonesia either on the last week of July or first week of August.  The Philippines, USA, Australia, and Canada reconfirmed their willingness to be “Friends of the Host”.

42.
The “Friends of the Host” will coordinate with Indonesia the format of the Ministerial Programme including the drafting of the Joint Ministerial Statement and the Press Statement.

43.
The meeting noted and considered a proposal to include youth forum during the Ministerial Meeting to provide opportunity to youth to interact directly with Ministers. Based on the format of he previous Ministerial Meeting, industry should be given an opportunity to dialogue with Ministers.

Item No. 11
:
Other Matters

44.
Mr. Ted Davies, SCSE Coordinator, informed HODs of his impending retirement from government service, and thanked economies for their support to the SCSE which he chaired for TPT-WG Management Year 2002-2003.  The TPT-WG expressed its appreciation and recognition for the excellent work and leadership of Mr. Davies in advancing the work of the TPT-WG and in promoting transportation security across all modes of transportation. The APEC Program Director also recognized the work of Mr. Davies during the recently concluded BMC Meeting in Singapore.

45.
The APEC Program Director briefed he TPT-WG on the major outcomes of  the last BMC Meeting and the management of project proposals.  He reminded economies to be guided always by the APEC Guidelines on Projects which can be downloaded from the APEC Secretariat’s Website.

46.
In closing, and noting that this is the last TPT-WG Meeting over which he is going to preside, the Lead Shepherd expressed his sincere gratitude to all economies for he unqualified support they have given to him and to the Philippines as Lead Shepherd economy.  He acknowledged the assistance extended by the United States of America, Australia and Peru as members of the TPT-WG Management Team, as well as Canada and New Zealand as former Lead Shepherd Economies. He informed the meeting that he will treasure all the wonderful memories he had with the TPT-WG, and he will leave the TPT-WG in good hands knowing  that the United States of America (USA) as incoming Lead Shepherd economy is one among the most active economies in the APEC process.

47.
Mr. Kevin B. Sample, incoming Lead Shepherd, assured Heads of Delegation that the United States of America will continue  to fulfill the mandate  the TPT-WG, and thanked the Lead Shepherd for the work he has done for the TPT-WG.

48.
Finally, Mr. Joo-Bin IM thanked economies and wish that they enjoy their stay in Busan. 
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