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22nd APEC TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP MEETING
Busan, Korea 

1 - 5 September 2003

TPT-WG22/HOD/6
S/SCCs/PD/HODs MEETING
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE SPECIAL S/SC/PD/HODS MEETING IN WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND, 12-13 JUNE 2003

1-2 September 2003

REPORT OF THE SHEPHERDS/STEERING COMMITTEE COORDINATORS/PROGRAMME DIRECTOR/HEADS OF DELEGATION (S/SC/PD/HODS) MEETING

Wellington, New Zealand, 12-13 June 2003

1
New Zealand hosted a Special Meeting of the Shepherds/Steering Committee Coordinators/APEC Programme Director and Heads of Delegation of the APEC Transportation Working Group (TPT) in Wellington from 12-13 June 2003. The following economies attended this meeting: Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, New Zealand, Peru, Philippines, Russia, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand and the United States of America. The Pacific Economic Cooperation Council (PECC) also attended the meeting as an observer. The APEC Secretariat was represented by Mr. Bruce Bennett.

2
Mr John Bradbury, Deputy Secretary of the Ministry of Transport of New Zealand,  opened the meeting and welcomed the delegates. He expressed his appreciation for their attendance and hoped that they would enjoy their brief stay in Wellington.

3
Mr Lamberto Pia, Lead Shepherd, expressed his appreciation not only for the excellent administrative preparations and arrangements for this meeting as well as the warm hospitality of the people of New Zealand but also for this timely offer of New Zealand to host this important meeting. The Lead Shepherd recalled that this meeting was postponed twice owing to concerns regarding the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) which affected certain parts of the APEC region. Mr. Kevin B. Sample, Deputy Lead Shepherd, also expressed his thanks and appreciation to New Zealand.  Mr Nigel Mouat, Head of Delegation for New Zealand, briefed the TPT on the administrative arrangements.

Item 1 : Adoption of the Agenda

4
The TPT adopted the agenda for the meeting. (HOD/1 &1.1)

Item 2 Report from the APEC Secretariat

5
 The APEC Secretariat reported on the latest developments in APEC having an impact on the overall work of the TPT, including counter-terrorism, trade facilitation and liberalisation, capacity building, SARS, and Gender Issues (HOD/2).

6
The APEC Secretariat expressed its appreciation for the work being undertaken by the TPT in the area of counter-terrorism and noted the Report submitted by the TPT to the First Meeting of the Counter-Terrorism Task Force (CCTF) in Khon Kaen, Thailand on 26 May 2003. (HOD/4.1f(I)(2))

Item 3 Comments and Reports from Steering Committees

3.1
Steering Committee on More Competitive Transport Industry (including infrastructure) (SC/CT)

7
Australia, as Steering Committee Coordinator for More Competitive Transportation Industry (Including infrastructure) (SC/CT) briefed the TPT on the progress of its work (HOD/3.1), including those of its Expert Groups. It reported that the committee  would submit four  new project proposals for consideration at the meeting:

· Study on Container Throughput Forecasting for Shipping and Port Development Strategies in the APEC region

· Intermodal Case Studies  -  Phase II- Dissemination and Extension

· International Air Services Negotiations Training Course

· GNSS Awareness Raising Workshops

8
It was noted that the US had proposed at SOM II recently, a cargo only accession to the Multilateral Agreement on the Liberalisation of International Air Transport (MALIAT).  The SOM had referred the proposal back for consideration to the TPT.  In response to a query, the APEC Secretariat advised that for the US proposal to become a “pathfinder” initiative, it would need the consensus of the whole group, then the SOM.  The TPT agreed to refer the US proposal to the Air Services Group, and the SC/CT, for consideration at TPT/22 in Korea.  The US agreed to prepare a paper in consultation with other MALIAT economies detailing benefits that members of the MALIAT had realised from the Agreement.

3.2
Steering Committee Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems (including new technologies) (SC/SE)

9
The United States of America, as Steering Committee Coordinator for Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems (including New Technologies) (SC/SE) reported on the current status of activities of expert groups under its supervision (HOD/3.2).  The GIT Implementation Team and the Transportation Security Experts Group (TSEG) had met in Kobe, Japan, 26-28 February 2003 and in Bangkok, Thailand, 2-3 April 2003. The 100% Baggage Screening Symposium which was originally scheduled to be held in Hong Kong, China had been postponed until August due to SARS.

The Coordinator, noted the series of upcoming meetings that are to take place in the last 2 weeks of August and first two weeks of September 2003:

· the 100% Baggage Screening Symposium (BSS) in Hong Kong, China on Aug 26-28, 

· the Aviation Security Experts Group (ASEG) in Auckland, New Zealand on 26-29 August, 

· TPT 22 in Busan, Korea, on 1-5 September, 

· the High Level Meeting in Maritime Security to be held in Manila, Philippines on 8-9 September. 

10
The Coordinator suggested that as these meetings would in many instances involve the same people from some economies and that some amendment to the timing and/or location of these meetings should be undertaken to reduce duplication and travelling time.  Economies hosting these meetings were asked to address this suggestion in an effort to reduce strain on those persons travelling.

[Note: Korea offered to host the ASEG meeting immediately before TPT/22.  New Zealand has agreed, subject to confirmation from Korea, that the meeting can be accommodated]

3.3
Steering Committee on Human Resources Development (including research, training and education) (SC/HRD)

11
Peru, in its capacity as Steering Committee Coordinator on Human Resources Development (including Research, Training and Education) (SC/HRD)  reported that the following projects were being implemented: (HOD/3.3)

· Aviation Law Training in APEC Economies;

· Identification of Competency Standards for Perishable Goods handling and Development of Training Programmes (Phase 2);

· Bilateral Training Projects Register;

· Identification of Needed Intermodal Skills, Development of Required Training Programmes ( Phase 2);

· Gender Project Team.

12
The Co-ordinator noted that at the 21st Meeting in Brisbane, the Seafarers’ Training Project (Phase 3) was endorsed as a concept paper. This project, being prepared by Indonesia, should be submitted to the TPT/22 after receiving inputs from economies in order to enrich the proposal. The Maritime Safety Experts Group (MSEG) was requested to work intersessionally with Indonesia in order to finalise this proposal.  

Item 4 APEC Management Issues

4.1
APEC Tasking Statement

13
The TPT reviewed the APEC Tasking Statement for 2003 for the TPT. 

Shanghai Accord

14
The Group welcomed Canada’s offer to look into the work of the TPT on piracy  vis-à-vis the work of relevant international organisations like the International Maritime Organisation (IMO). The meeting noted the Joint Ministerial Statement from the 3rd Transport Ministers Meeting in Lima, Peru in 2002 which referred to cooperation on this issue with other agencies/organisations.

Pathfinder Iniatives

15
Baggage Screening and E-Commerce standards are to go to the respective expert groups for consideration as to their suitability as potential pathfinder initiatives.

Gender Issues

16
Peru as Co-ordinator of the SC/HRD noted the first meeting of the Gender Focal Point Network in Kohn Kaen, Thailand in May 2003 (HOD/4.1c).  New Zealand remained the Gender Focal Point for the TPT but indicated that should another economy wish to take over the role, it would not stand in their way.  At TPT 21, New Zealand undertook to compile a database of economy contacts for Gender issues but that only the following economies had submitted contact details: Australia, Canada, Malaysia, Mexico, (New Zealand), Peru and Thailand.  New Zealand encouraged economies to nominate their gender contact persons as soon as they could so that the database of contacts could be finalised.  New Zealand would circulate a follow up message to economies after the meeting. 

Response to SARS

17
The APEC Secretariat informed the TPT that the Action Plan on SARS (HOD/4.1(i)) was being reviewed and encouraged the TPT to consider a response which might be submitted to APEC Health Ministers when they meet in Thailand later this month.  Singapore suggested some amendments to the text in line with the agreements at previous ASEAN meetings and the ICAO anti-SARS airports programme (HOD/4.1(i)(Rev.1)).

18
It was agreed that economies would submit to the Lead Shepherd, in consultation with their Health and border authorities, any comment on the proposed changes or other suggestions for improving the transport related initiatives the Action Plan to combat SARS over all modes of transport.  The Lead Shepherd would then consolidate these suggestions into a letter, which would be circulated to the group, and if approved, sent to the APEC Secretariat for transmission to the APEC Health Ministers meeting in Bangkok on June 28. Economies were requested to provide suggestions to the Lead Shepherd by the end of next week.

Universal Security Audit Programme (USAP) Project

19
Canada presented a paper (HOD/4.1e(i)) informing the TPT of the progress of this project which consists of seminars designed to prepare APEC economies to participate in the upcoming ICAO security audit program (HOD/4.1e(ii)). It was expected that the contract would be let by early August and that the seminars would be held by December 2003. 

Counter-Terrorism

20
The group noted the report of the first meeting of the SOM Counter-Terrorism Task Force (HOD/4.1f(i)(1)) and the decision to develop APEC supply chain security guidelines.  Economies were asked to forward comments to the Secretariat by the end of June.

21
The group noted a report from the US on the outcomes of the STAR Initiative Conference held 23-25 February 2003 in Bangkok (HOD/4.1f(ii)). Australia circulated a copy of a presentation they made at that meeting on “The Costs of Terrorism and the Benefits of Cooperating to Combat Terrorism”. (HOD/4.1f(ii)1).

22
The Philippines briefed the TPT on the preparations being undertaken for its hosting of an APEC High Level Meeting in Maritime Security Cooperation in Manila from 8-9 September 2003 (HOD/4.1f(iii)), and invited economies to participate in this important meeting.  The Philippines likewise requested economies to identify possible speakers for this meeting as well as companies, which may be interested to make some technology demonstrations.  The TPT endorsed a PECC proposal that the organisers consider a topic on the  “Return of Investment on Maritime Security”.

Maritime Security and Trade Symposium and Maritime Security Capacity Building Project 

23
Australia briefed the TPT on its current initiatives on maritime security which are funded by the Australian Government and implemented through the Australian APEC Study Centre. These projects are: Maritime Security and Trade Symposium to be held in Melbourne, Australia from 18-20 June 2003, and the Maritime Security In-Country Capacity Building Project (HOD4.1f(iv) & (v)).  They aimed to inform and assist, through training, APEC member economies with meeting their maritime security commitments under the Secure Trade in the APEC Region (STAR) initiative as well as the maritime security requirements of the ISPS Code of the IMO.  

Item 5 TPT Management Issues

5.1
Structure of TPT Meetings

24
The TPT agreed in principle to the proposal from Australia to restructure  the format of TPT meetings to avoid duplication of agenda items, to rationalise existing expert groups and to promote efficient meetings (HOD/5.1).  The TPT agreed that Expert Groups and Steering Committee Coordinators would be consulted and requested to comment on a revised proposals to be developed  by a small group open to all economies, and that the matter would be discussed again at TPT/22.

5.2
Non-Member Participation

25
The Lead Shepherd advised that the Guest Status of non-member organisations and economies had lapsed (HOD/5.2). It was agreed that the Lead Shepherd invite guests to renew their guest participation in TPT activities. The APEC Secretariat clarified the procedure of renewing non-member participation in APEC.  At the suggestion of New Zealand, it was agreed that the Association of Asia-Pacific Airlines (which replaced the Orient Airlines Association) be invited to reapply for guest status.

5.3
TPT Project Management Short Guide

26
Australia presented a draft paper to the TPT outlining their experiences in APEC project management to help economies avoid such problems in the future (HOD/5.3). It was requested that comments on this paper be received by the end of June, so that it may be placed on the TPT website.

5.4
Matters arising from the Joint Transportation Ministerial Statement Matrix of actions against Minister’s priorities.

27
Steering Committee Coordinators agreed to review and update the Transportation Ministerial Statement Matrix of actions against Transport Minister’s priorities by the end of June and advise the Lead Shepherd.

5.5
TPT Management Team for 2004-2005

28
The Lead Shepherd and the United States’ sought economies to undertake future management positions at Lead Shepherd, Deputy-Lead Shepherd, Steering Committee Coordinators, and Expert Group Chairs (HOD/5.5).  

29
The United States indicated its availability to assume the role as Lead Shepherd of the TPT when the terms of the current Management Team are due to expire at the end of the year.  However as several economies were not represented at this meeting, it was agreed that final decisions would not be made until TPT 22 and so further expressions of interest were sought.  Economies were requested to consult with their capitals to consider assuming management group responsibilities in time for TPT/22.

31
Chinese Taipei, which has served as TPT Website Administrator since mid-2000, requested economies to evaluate and consider the possibility of hosting the website although it agreed to continue to host the site until the end of the year.  Following advice from the Secretariat that it was considering providing a server for APEC related sites, that could be controlled remotely, the TPT agreed that the Lead Shepherd would write to the APEC Executive Director to explore the possibility that the Secretariat host the TPT Website,

Item 6 : Arrangements for Future Meetings

Preparations for TPT/22 in Busan, Korea, 1-5 September 2003

32
Korea provided information on the dates and indicative structure and programme of TPT/22 to be held in Busan, generally following the format of TPT/21 in Brisbane.  It informed the Group that a bulletin and invitation to economies, observers and guests would be circulated in June, and that further administrative information would follow soon after this.  The Lead Shepherd encouraged economies to advise Korea before the end of June which expert groups would meet and their room requirements.

33
It was noted that Korea, as host economy, would determine the structure of TPT/22 as the TPT had yet to decide on meeting format changes.  The Lead Shepherd thanked Korea for offering to host TPT 22.

Hosting of future TPT Meetings

34
Canada expressed its interest in hosting TPT/23 in the first half of 2004, subject to obtaining funding.  Thailand offered to host TPT/24 in the second half of 2004 in Bangkok.  The United States offered to host TPT/25 in the first half of 2005, most probably in Washington DC.  The Lead Shepherd expressed his gratitude to those economies for their offers.

Item 7 : Preparations for the 4th Transport Ministerial Meeting, 

35
Indonesia advised that the dates for the 4th Transport Ministerial Meeting were 7-9 July 2004 and that the venue would be Bali. It sought views on the meeting format.  

36
The US encouraged Indonesia to include private sector participation at the meeting to improve the interaction between Ministers, officials and business. This could extend to participation by industry “at the table”.

37
PECC suggested that a Youth Forum, as occurred at the 2nd Transportation Ministerial Meeting in Canada, could be a useful educational forum as well as a point of interaction between the Ministers, officials and future participants in the sector. Indonesia agreed to further discuss with Canada the idea hosting of a “Youth Forum” at a later date.

38
New Zealand noted that in order to ease the burden on the host economy, for the 3rd Transport Ministerial Meeting in Lima last year, Peru focused on the meeting logistics, while the policy objectives for the meeting and draft Ministerial Statement were set by the TPT HODs.  Peru confirmed this had been a satisfactory arrangement and it was agreed that this approach would be followed again. The following economies agreed to act as “friends of the Chair” to assist Indonesia: Australia, Canada, Peru, the Philippines and the United States. Other economies were welcome to participate in this group to assist Indonesia.

39
The Lead Shepherd requested from all economies that they submit to him suggestions for the theme of the 4th Ministerial meeting in time for TPT/22 in September.

Item 8 Ranking of Project Proposals

40
In order to rank five TPT projects for submission to the BMC, project sponsors presented short briefings on each project for clarification.  The APEC Secretariat suggested to the group that the project ‘International Air Services Negotiations Training Course’ be transferred from the ECOTECH category to TILF and this was agreed to. 

The projects were ranked in the following order in accordance with the TPTs guidelines:

TILF

1) Study on Container Throughput Forecasting for Shipping and Port Development Strategies in the APEC region.

2 ) Intermodal Case Studies – Phase II (TPT 03/2000T) – Dissemination and Extension

3) International Air Services Negotiations Training Course

ECOTECH

1) Mutual Recognition of Qualifications for the Intermodal/logistics Manager

2) GNNS Awareness Raising Workshops

41
Project proponents were asked to double-check the conformity of the proposals with TPT and BMC guidelines and to submit them through Steering Committee Co-ordinators to the Lead Shepherd for transmission to the Secretariat by 30 June 2003.

42
The Co-ordinator of the SC/CT requested the Lead Shepherd to write the APEC Secretariat to seek a waiver for the disbursement of funds for the implementation of the Aviation Law Training in economies, and this was endorsed by the Group.

Item 9
: Other Business 

43
A draft media statement prepared by the APEC Secretariat was circulated to the Group.  The APEC Secretariat explained that although it was not required that APEC fora issue media statements, it was felt at the APEC Secretariat, that the work of such fora as the TPT could be better publicised.  The Group amended the draft statement to reflect the outcomes of the meeting and forwarded it to the APEC Secretariat for release.

Item 10 : Approval of Report

44 The Group considered and approved this report.

Closing Remarks

45
The Deputy Lead Shepherd, Kevin Sample (US), on behalf of the Group, expressed best wishes to Ted Cherrett (Canada) on his impending retirement, and thanked the Lead Shepherd and Steering Committee Coordinators for their assistance.  He also thanked new members for their attendance, and reiterated thanks to New Zealand for hosting the meeting and in particular the work undertaken at the meeting by Nigel Mouat, Chris Naziris and Karyn McDonald.

46
Nigel Mouat (New Zealand) thanked members and PECC for their participation in the meeting and wished them safe travel home.

-------








