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TPTWG ECOTECH report

Implementing ECOTECH activities in 2003

The TPTWG focused its efforts on the October AELM Declaration of 2002 and priorities delivered at the 3rd APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting in Lima, Peru in May 2002. 

The Group has responded to the relevant APEC and TPT Tasking Statements by developing collective actions as identified in the Osaka Action Agenda and suggesting short-term and medium-to-long term projects. The TPT-WG is also following on the four new ECOTECH priorities and taking into account the linkage of ECOTECH with trade liberalization and facilitation activity. This linkage relates to the implementation of the Shanghai Accord, including implementation of APEC Trade Facilitation Action Plan, Transparency Standards and Pathfinder Initiatives. TPTWG efforts in 2003 have been concentrated on contributing to APEC’s Counter-Terrorism agenda and  TPT-WG’s response to SARS. 

Below are Ecotech Activities which were undertaken by the three (3) Steering Commitees of the TPT-WG:

Steering Committee on More Competitive Transportation Industry

The Steering Committee on More Competitive Transport Industry (including infrastructure) undertakes work in its six priority areas:

1. Liberalisation of international air services;

2. Promoting the uptake of electronic commerce in transport;

3. Improving intermodal transport operations;

4. Liberalisation of maritime transport;

5. Improvement in the efficiency or port operations; and

6. Harmonisation of motor vehicle regulations.

It also continues work on a project to identify non-tariff barriers in the trade of transport services, work requested by the Market Access Group in 2000. Responding to the call for an active search for possible pathfinder initiatives, the Committee continues to explore potential pathfinder initiatives such as e-Commerce standards in the transportation system.

The continuing project of the Air Services Group (ASG) is the Annual Survey on Implementation of the Eight Steps for More Competitive Air Services. Ten responses for the latest survey were received in 2003.  The results of the survey were forwarded to ASG members on 31 March 2003. 

The Electronic Commerce Group is Committee is continuing to promote, inter-sessionally, the Draft Final Report of the Electronic Port Manifest Project, and it is also providing information about economy progress of the APEC paperless trading initiative on the TPT-WG Electronic Commerce Group’s home page. In the project area, the group has completed the Electronic Certification trial for the Paperless Trading Demonstration project, and has recently commenced a project to develop an Electronic Intra Port Community Discussion Group 

In order to improve the capacity and efficiency of the ports in the APEC region, the Port Experts Group has developed an APEC port database that is now in operation and vigorously utilised by the relevant personnel of governments and port authorities. It has also finalised projects on the port and inter-modal interface, and port investment. A third project examining technical standards of ports in the APEC region will also be undertaken in 2003.

The Intermodal Task Force is undertaking a project to examine sea and air container track and trace technologies. This work will be used as the basis for further security-based work of the group, such as the new project on enhancing secure trade and efficiency in the APEC region with intelligent transportation systems (its) and electronic commerce technologies. The ITF is also undertaking project work to enhance the perishable goods handling skills in the supply chains of developing economies, and in 2004 will be commencing a project to trial the model for the mutual recognition of the inter-modal logistics manager profession.

The maritime transport liberalisation group continues to progress discussion of the report on Facilitation of International Shipping. At the last meeting, in Brisbane, September 2002, the group agreed the time schedule for discussion of the adoption of recommendations from the report. Discussions will continue at the next meeting of the TPT-WG.

The Road Transport Harmonisation Project group completed Phase V Stage 3 of its work program.

Steering Committee on Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems

The Steering Committee on  Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems (Including New Technologies) attaches great importance to accomplishing two principal objectives. These are enhancing counter-terrorism cooperation, and promoting economic growth and free trade. The greatest achievement  is  TPT-WG’S endorsement of the Secure Trade in the Asia Pacific Region (STAR) Initiative which addresses maritime and aviation security, passenger processing and capacity building. Implementation of this initiative includes the introduction of newly developed methods and technology, and development of supply chain security guidelines and active cooperation between public and private sectors. Of main importance are new approaches to baggage screening, introduction of new security measures in air transport and airports of the region, reviewing maritime security issues including international initiatives at IMO with future work to include marine environmental issues, and implementation of a Container  Security Initiative. 

In 2003, the Steering Committee was involved in preparation and implementation  of the  Conference on the STAR Initiative which was held from February 24-25, 2003 in Bangkok, Thailand and the International Maritime and Port Security Conference which took place in January 21-23, 2003, in Singapore and the  APEC  High-Level Meeting on Maritime Security Cooperation  in Manila, the Philippines on 8-9 September 2003. 

 TPTWG submitted a report detailing its initiatives on combating terrorism to the First Meeting of the Counter-Terrorism Task Force during SOM II in Khon Kaen, Thailand, in May 2003. 

In response to the STAR initiative, a symposium on Promoting 100% Baggage Screening is scheduled to be held in Hong Kong, China on 26-28 August 2003.  The Training Survey and Database and Phase I of the Crisis Management Exercise projects have already been delivered. These projects aim to facilitate   understanding of the operational requirements for implementing 100% baggage screening for various transportation modes including multi-modal integration; create a database to facilitate training of personnel involved in performing aviation and maritime security risks; and reduce consequences of terrorism. 

Other projects related to security such as the  Support for Aviation Security Audits, Enhancing Secure Trade and Efficiency in the APEC Region, APEC Accreditation of Seafarer Manning Agencies, Aviation Law Training in APEC Economies and Initiatives for Improving Road Transportation Safety are underway and are at various implementation stages. 

Steering Committee on Human Resources Development

The Steering Committee on Human Resources Development (SCHRD) is meeting four new major priorities defined by ECOTECH SOM Committee through the efforts aimed at:

1. Identifying the needs for capacity building ;

2. Monitoring training in e-commerce and paperless activity;

3. Developing common standards and intermodal skill; and,

4. Training seafarers to facilitate regional transport procedures. 

In 2003, the SCHRD underlines skills development as an indispensable requirement in achieving the main goals of APEC and TPT-WG, that is to constitute a "community" that facilitates economic growth, cooperation, trade and investment in the Asia-Pacific region. In this sense, the Steering Committee continued to making efforts to actively contribute to the TPT-WG, by consolidating an integrated and coordinated work plan with the other Steering Committees, and always seeking to extend the goals of human resources development to the Transportation Sector, where education and training play an essential role for the provision of necessary skills to improve the transportation system in the region. 

Since the last TPT-WG meeting in Australia, in September 2003,  the Committee counted on precise directives from the Ministers in which they urged the TPT-WG to develop projects that meet specific training and education needs, that improve the mobility of the transportation professionals in the region through mutual recognition, and that contribute to a full integration of women in the transportation sector. Two project proposals have been prepared: 'Mutual Recognition of Qualifications for the Intermodal/Logistics Manager' and the 'International Air Services Negotiations Training Course'. The first one proposes to establish a Register of Mutual Recognition and Process, relating to the intermodal/logistics manager profession, within the selected economies. The Register will be a mechanism to encourage other economies to participate in mutual recognition of qualifications in this and other professions. The second project seeks to increase knowledge relating to international air services negotiations, and to further the ability of APEC member economies to participate constructively in air services consultations with bilateral partners and in the APEC Transportation Working Group.  This objective will be achieved through an advanced training course for senior and upper level personnel from governments, airlines and other stakeholders in APEC economies.

The following are projects under implementation: 

1. Bilateral Training Projects Register

2. Identification of Needed Intermodal Skills, Development of Required Training   

      Programs (Phase 2)

3. Gender Project Team.

RESPONSE TO SARS

TPTWG addressed this problem at its Heads of the Delegation Meeting on 12-13 June 2003 in Wellington, New Zealand. Members, in consultation with their respective Health and border authorities, submitted comments for improving the transport-related initiatives of the Action Plan to combat SARS over all modes of transport. These comments and suggestions have been consolidated by the Lead Shepherd into a letter and sent to the APEC Secretariat for transmission to the APEC Health Ministers meeting in Bangkok on June 28,2003. 

This year TPTWG paid close attention to Management issues related to restructure the format of TPT Meetings aimed at avoiding duplication of agenda items, rationalizing existing expert groups and promoting efficient meetings. In this regard TPTWG at its HODs Meeting in Wellington, New Zealand, in June 2003 agreed in principle to the proposal from Australia which will be  further considered at the TPTWG Meeting in Korea, in September 2003.  Based on the Guidebook on the APEC projects the Group developed its own Guidance to ease and rationalize the submission and implementation of TPT projects.

