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22nd APEC TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP MEETING

Busan, Korea 

1 - 5 September 2003

TPT-WG22/HOD/7
S/SCCs/PD/HODs MEETING
TASKING SUMMARY OF THE APEC HEALTH MINISTERS’ STATEMENT

1-2 September 2003

Ref: EO/5/2003 & 7/2003

4 August 2003

APEC Senior Officials

APEC Fora Chairs and Lead Shepherds

Dear Colleagues,

The first APEC Health Ministers’ Meeting was successfully held at the end of June in Bangkok, Thailand.  The main outcome of the meeting was the adoption of the APEC Health Ministers’ Statement, which sets APEC’s direction on the prevention of future outbreaks of infectious diseases and endorses an APEC Communications Strategy on SARS. 

In order to help member economies and APEC fora to take action in response to the Statement, the APEC Secretariat has prepared the attached tasking list for your reference.

For APEC fora, it is anticipated that reporting progress in implementing the Statement will be included in the 2004 standard annual fora reporting template.

I thank you for your kind attention.  Any further inquiries on this matter should be addressed to the responsible Director (Program), Timothy Hsiang at TTH@mail.apecsec.org.sg .

Yours sincerely,
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Piamsak Milintachinda

Ambassador and Executive Director

cc:
APEC 2003 SOM Chair’s Office Tasking Summary of APEC Health Ministers’ Statement

	Issue
	Tasking 
	Responsible fora

	APEC Action Plan on SARS 
	Implement the APEC Action Plan on SARS quickly and in full.  We ask relevant APEC fora to respond to the Action Plan in similar manner
	Member economy

APEC Secretariat

ISTWG, TWG

TPTWG, CTI

	Information sharing 
	Agreed to share all relevant information immediately with the WHO and also through the APEC Emerging Infections Network (EiNet),
	Member economy

ISTWG

	
	Provide complete, accurate and timely information through information networks that have already been established, including designated telephone contact for Health Officials or health professionals, as the case may be, among economies for prompt response and information sharing.
	Member economy

APEC Secretariat

	
	We will endeavor to inform each other in advance of any measures that will restrict the mobility of people between our economies, and to provide comprehensive information on SARS-related entry requirements on the APEC Secretariat’s SARS webpage.  This information will be updated regularly, on a daily basis, if necessary.
	Member economy

APEC Secretariat

	
	Appoint senior health officials to the APEC Health Virtual Network to follow up on what we have learnt from this meeting and from the SARS crisis and to facilitate responses to existing or future emerging infectious diseases.  The virtual network will be hosted in a fashion similar to the APEC SARS Webpage at http://www.apecsec.org.sg/whatsnew/SARS.html
	Member economy

APEC Secretariat

	
	Collaborate with and provide assistance to the WHO’s Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network.
	Member economy

	Common measures 
	Promote Common Guiding Principles on Health Screening for International Travel Any measures we adopt to screen passengers will be internationally-recognized, science-based, and will address actual risk factors without stigmatizing portions of the traveling public.
	Member economy



	
	Call on APEC customs authorities to provide priority clearance for medical equipment and supplies imported for SARS response purposes 
	Member economy

	
	Reaffirm that SARS control measures must not become non-tariff barriers to trade and travel. As there is no evidence that goods and products from economies with local transmission of SARS pose a risk to public health, disinfecting or barring such goods or products is unnecessary.
	Member economy

	Future prevention 
	Strengthen the intra-APEC cooperation in fighting against SARS and preventing it from reoccurring, priority should be given to sharing case studies, technology transfer and provision of medical assistance to affected economy in the battle against SARS and other emerging infectious diseases in the future.
	Member economy

	
	Request APEC Senior Officials to work with the APEC Industrial Science and Technology Working Group (ISTWG) and health officials to enhance the implementation of the APEC Infectious Diseases Strategy and its Emerging Infections Network, including considering to establish a SOM special Task Force on Health.
	Member economy

ISTWG

	Project implementation
	Welcome the Tourism Working Group’s 2003 project on Tourism Risk Management in the Asia-Pacific Region, which will develop best practices for man-made and natural disaster recovery for the tourism sector.  
	TWG

	
	Welcome the APEC project on Pandemic Influenza Preparedness to build capacity for responding to influenza and emerging infectious diseases, which will be implemented beginning in 2003
	ISTWG

	Communications
	Endorsed the proposal for a communications strategy to respond to the SARS crisis and other infectious diseases. 
	Member economy

APEC Secretariat



