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Background:

In the APEC Economic Leader’s Statement issued in Shanghai on 21 October 2001, Leaders committed to prevent and suppress all forms of terrorist acts.  Leaders were determined to enhance counter-terrorism cooperation through, amongst other things, adherence by all economies to relevant international requirements for the security of air and maritime transport.  It is one of the strategic objectives of the International Civil Aviation Organization to require 100% screening of baggage.

The conference provides a forum where government regulators, transport operators, port and airport operators, security service providers, and screening equipment manufactures will have the opportunity to be engaged in discussions regarding the implementation of 100% baggage screening.  The project will enable the member economies to understand the operational requirements required to implement 100% screening of baggage and consider the state-of-the-art technology available for such 100% screening to share with other economies their experience and assist them in planning and implementation. The project “Promoting Effective 100% Screening of Baggage” is directed toward baggage to be carried on board various transportation modes.  

The Transportation Security Experts Group of the Transportation Working Group is responsible for the project and dissemination of the results.

Objectives:

The main part of the project is to organize a seminar/symposium to help members understand the operational requirements for implementing effective 100% baggage screening for various transportation modes, including multi-modal integration as well as introduce them to advanced technologies in baggage screening. The project aims to assist member economies achieve effective 100% baggage screening, which will enhance the security of transportation, particularly in light of the incident that occurred on 11 September 2001.

A concern of the traveling public is the possibility of air or vessel cargo being used to ship weapons, such as bombs.  The practice of 100% baggage screening may reduce the apprehensions travelers may have, therefore increasing tourism throughout the Asia-Pacific region.  Increased travel will have a direct economic effect on industries related to tourism such as hotels, restaurants, shopping areas, and tourist attractions.  

The project is proactive instead of reactive approach to combating terrorism and ensuring the safety of the traveling public.  Since September 11, 2001, there has been a 20% drop in passenger and cargo traffic.  The loss of commerce directly impacts the economic and political stability of APEC economies.  The project is 

Expected to enhance the security of travel thereby regaining the confidence of the people worldwide in traveling by air from, to and via the member economies, which had been weakened after the incident on September 11, 2001.  

The project met The Osaka Action Agenda Part One: Section C: #3 Services under the transportation heading.  APEC economies will promote the implementation of International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and International Maritime Organization (IMO) standards.  It is one of the strategic objectives of the International Civil Aviation Organization to require 100% screening of baggage carried on board aircraft.

The project also met Part Two: Section A: Essential Elements, Human Resources Development – Common Policy Concepts.  The section states the following:

· Increasing the supply and enhancing the quality of managers, entrepreneurs, scientists and educators/trainers; and

· Preparing organizations and individuals to remain productive in the face of rapid economic and technological changes.

The conference contributed to the Transportation – Common Policy Concepts.  The CPC states that the ability of a transportation system to efficiently handle the movement of people and goods is critical in order to maximize economic productivity, facilitate trade and contribute to the mobility of people.  APEC economies will therefore seek to develop an efficient, safe and integrated regional transportation system.

The seminar/symposium addressed the need for acceptance/installation operational testing required to ensure that compiles Explosive Detection System (EDS) technologies are functioning properly.  Participants were presented with statistical data and sound testing methodologies enabling them to understand practices and guidelines for performing these tests in a statistically sound manner.  


Outcomes:

APEC economies met to consider “best practices” for implementing 100% baggage screening in air and maritime travel. The economies assembled in Hong Kong, China, August 26-28,2003. Attendees to the conference included industry and government security experts.

The symposium, which was co-hosted by Hong Kong and the United States, was attended by 110 delegates from 15 APEC economies and was an overwhelming success. The implementation of 100% baggage screening is one of the goals of the Secure Trade APEC Region (STAR) Initiative, and the symposium will be a deliverable for the forthcoming APEC Leader's meeting in Bangkok, Thailand. 

The symposium met each of the objectives established for this project in the initial project proposal to the APEC Steering Committee for Safe and Environment-Friendly Transportation Systems (including new technologies).  Additionally, economies in attendance concluded that they would meet the goals of Leader's and implement 100% baggage inspection by 2005, one year ahead of the ICAO requirement. 

The goals of the symposium included assisting member economies in
understanding the operational requirements required for implementing 100%
baggage screening. The seminar identified best practices, and provided
the opportunity for APEC economies to share with other economies their
experience and assist them in planning and implementation. In addition,
to the symposium, the gathering of transportation security experts was used to conduct meetings of both the aviation security experts group, and the transportation security experts group.

APEC transportation experts are taking proactive steps to implement increased security through the use of new technologies and procedures, while facilitating the movement of passengers. "We are confident that working together we will carry out the wishes of APEC Leaders."

The APEC Transportation Security Experts Group will meet in Pusan, Korea, September 1-5, 2003 to continue their efforts to implement the goals of the APEC Secure Trade in the APEC Region (STAR) initiative.  During those meetings the TSEG will brief the Steering Committee for Safe and Environment Friendly Transportation Systems (including new technologies) on the success of the 100% Hold Baggage Screening Symposium, Hong Kong, China.

Attachment 1: Press Release

"APEC MEETS TO CONSIDER BEST PRACTICES FOR IMPLEMENTING 100% BAGGAGE
SCREENING"


APEC security experts met in Hong Kong, China to consider options in
implementing 100% baggage inspection for air and maritime travel. The
100% Baggage Symposium was held August 26-28 in Hong Kong, China. The
symposium was co-hosted by Hong Kong and the United States. The
symposium was attended by 110 delegates from 15 APEC economies and was
an overwhelming success. The implementation of 100% baggage screening is
one of the goals of STAR, and the symposium will be a deliverable for
the forthcoming APEC Leader's meeting in Bangkok. Member economies
concluded that they will meet the goals of Leader's and implement 100%
baggage inspection by 2005, one year ahead of the ICAO requirement.
Attendees to the conference included industry and government security
experts. 

Hong Kong's Director General for Civil Aviation, Albert Lam was in
attendance and made opening remarks. "Airlines have placed high accord
on safety and security in travel, so do the passengers when they choose
which airlines to fly with. Screening of hold baggage is one of the
important security control measures in ensuring that no restricted
articles that are used for unlawful interference are carried on board,"
Mr. Lam said.

The goals of the symposium included assisting member economies in
understanding the operational requirements required to implement 100%
baggage screening. The seminar identified best practices, and provided
the opportunity for APEC economies to share with other economies their
experience and assist them in planning and implementation. In addition,
to the symposium, there was a meeting of the aviation security experts
group, and the transportation security experts group.

APEC transportation experts seek to implement increased security through
using new technologies and procedures, while facilitating the movement of
passengers. "We are confident that working together we will carry out
the wishes of APEC Leaders."

APEC Transportation experts will meet in Pusan, Korea, September 1-5 to
continue their efforts to implement the goals of the APEC Secure Trade
in the APEC Region (STAR) initiative. Implementing STAR remains a major
focus of the TPT's efforts, and this will continue.




